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SEFUL, as biography may be, ſeldom. | 
life of any private perſon intereſt - 
ing to the public: yet perhaps the. fol- 
lowing particu 
ſermons may not 


9 


* 


Mary, his mother, Was che nieceof Matthew 
tee of Philip Henry, 


own ee inquiries. 
on was led to adopt ſentiments in many 


theſe eminent men; yet he ever retained. 
the higheſt reverence for their memories, 


and conſidered it as no ſmall eee. to 


theſe intrepid ſufferers. 


„„ in 


s of the writer of theſe 
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a des 
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— 
5 

5 
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Oo r RETACR. 


in the . gious liberty. . 2 


be friends of this cauſe he numbered 


not merely ſuch as embraced any parti- I 
cular ſpeculative opinions, « or were diſtin- 


guiſhed by any particular denomination, OR 


but all thoſe who maintained the right 


on private judgment, and the ſufficiency 


of the ſcriptures. | His father, Thomas 
Holland, a diflenting miniſter at Wem in 


Shrop ſhire (whoſe yearly falary conſiſted, 
| 5 chiefly, of preſents of the neceſſaries of... 


2 life) brought up a large family of children 


and ſent three ſons to the ditfenting 


5 acaderiics in d Northawptonſhire. | e en 


4 


; Phi Pp» the oldeſt of theſe, and allo ; 
an of the following ſermons, was a 


pupil of the learned, amiable and pious 5 


Dr. Doddridge. But his religious prin- 
ciples were rather more liberal than ä 


OS thoſe of his tutor. Hence, he was not 


very acceptable to a congregation” of 
Proteſtant” diſſenters at Wolverhampton, 
who were inclined, for the moſt part, to 
the tenets of Calvin. At Wem he ſue- 
85 ceeded I his * and * Wann came. 


"PREFACE. on, 5 | 
_ td; 8 eee ee, years in che 
Wo duties of his une aud. in dae edu- 


never otadly Aid. be eee 
trine of the trinit 
he might be at firſt to believe the pre- 
for the laſt ten years of his life, his prin- 

: _" were, what are now called, pro- 
perly unitarian. This appears from the 
— tenour of his later compoſitions, 


à and however inclined - 


and from the many eraſures and alter- = 


ations in thoſe,” which had been written 
ſome time ago. He always however pre- 
ſerved his attachment to the amiable ſyſ- 

tem of Hutcheſon, which probably led 
him ſo beautifully and juſtly to conſider 
the ſeveral attributes of the Deity as only 5 
different modifications of the great prin- 
- -ciple. of: a For inſtance, in- 
ſtead of ſafing, that God is eternal, inſi- 
Vite; unchangeable, wiſe, powerful, mer- 
ciful and juſt; he would ſay that he was 
eteernally, infinitely, unchangeably, wiſely, 


"POE merciſully: and juſtly 1 
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1 rts of ks <a addreſſes to is 
crown; perſons of all parties were ſar- 
priſed at the firmneſs and activity, with 
which in the county at large, and parti- 
5 cularly in the place of his reſidence, he 
exerted himſelf, in decided oppoſition to 
mduis meaſure, and promoted ſucceſsfully 
- the: ſcheme of counter- petitions. The 
5 8 Le from Bolton, which: was drawn 
up by him, was much and deſervedly 
"I A; He joined his brethren with _ 
great activity in ſoliciting for the right 


+ "0 keeping ſchools and ſeminaries, as well 


' as of preaching, without ſigning the doc- 
e articles of the church of England. 

He began with the like zeal to exert 
himſelf to procure; the repeal of the cor- 


oe 4 diſgrace to the national cha- 
_ _ rater, and a blemiſh on the national code. 

But, for his ſentiments on theſe ſubjects, 
and for his principles in general, refertnoe 
may be made to his diſcourſe on the cha- 
racter of the chriſtian preacher, already 

before the public; which, (however, being 
nnn than perhaps its/ merit de- 
e 5 


28850 and teſt acts, laws Which he 
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"=, is now republiſhed; © He wou 
not, as he expreſſed himſelf,” | ſhelter 


bibel —_ the whey” of any reli- | 


m ent. His grand and 
— 1 pet Was, as may be 


ad: from the fourth ſection of this 


rſe, that every man ought to- wy: 


ue Bis religious inquiries with an entire 


eedom, 'acknowledging no power in any 
| mans. or decade of TG to e e | 


3 Ft $ * | 44 - * 7 30 3 172 75 1 85 4 8 1 % " 
F 3 +. 8 — ft La + * «> 
7 N F 5 * 


5 = *, = x 
— * 1 F * * * 
L a 9 28D % * Fe Y +, 15 * 58 * * ' 
W * n ITE Wt, + "ORE 7; 3 15 1 181 4 1 25 91 22 5 
. 8 wy * W : = * e * K. 2 K * * „ 4 a" * 
4 1 5 4 7 : : l 5 2 


e his Are led lad to pay no 


fit attention to the ſubject of educa- 
tion, 8 i Is particularly excelled in the 


e woke 3 
Bonde Og mee and long exerciſe 
books, a few rules and many examples | 
were, in his opinion, the beſt 
ſon in he No 


any particular ton gue. 
8 and 
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"PREFACE, | © „ 


EY, OP method of double. tranſlation; and 
be frequently exerciſed his ſcholars in 
tendering back into the original tongue, 


what they had tranſlated into Engliſh, 


which was then carefully compared with 
the French or Latin author, and cor- 
rrected accordingly. It is greatly to be 
lamented, that he did not live to com- 
N plete an excellent guide to the practice of _ 

arithmetic, which not. only ſhowed the 


7 principles. of every method and rule in 
the cleareſt and moſt biene man- 
| rropoſed new-and- _ 


ner, but ropoſed 
ways of anſwering fac queſtions, as 8 
uſually occur in common life. His ideas 
of religious inſtruction were equally ex- 


|  cellent-and; good. Catechiſms he thought 
mould be ſhort, and in the form of an eſſay 


or diſcourſe. He wiſhed them to compoſe 
ee of plain practical reaſoj 


5 opinion, that they ſhould- de placed by 
themſelves at the end; in order that the 


| underſtanding, s well as che memo, 
might be exerciſed in diſcovering and 
8 repeating ö the Proper anſwers. 15 A cate- : 
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ſociety of Diſſenters in Warrington, the 


: | great promoter of the Academy, and to- 
. wards tlie cloſe of his life a tutor in po- 
d Ute literature in it. He was uſually _ 


2 555 member of the committee which directed 
5 it, and ee attended the Wa meet- 
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cäahiſm was in his mind a grammar of - | 
al religion; and the works of nature and the 
55 of God were the-exereiſe, 0 : 6 
: „ $4.9 5 5 W . e e Pe | 4 5 8 
15 . 5 He was alſo ell known for his atten⸗ 25 i 
tive exertions in favour of the ſcheme . 
5 eee the Widows Fend bick w wo 
8 2 wed the Affenüing miviſters i in . : - 
"ſhould his labours in behalf of the Wars 1 
. n Academy (an inſtitution: for | of 
education of diſſenters, and of oy = © 
miniſters) be forgotten. He recommended - ; 
it in a ſermon on learning, Lak ſhowed 5 
de concern) for che _beſt/intereſb/ s. 
_ © the cauſe in a funeral ſermon on the * 
death of Mr. Seddon, à miniſter of a 55 
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| | Keely lamented i its decline. 
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kejoiced . its . none more 


2 


1 


His e W ſpeak for themſelves. 


- Thoſe on ſelf-knowledge, however, it is 


3 will prove peculiarly acceptable 
and uſeful. Serious perſons, and families, 


will probably reap great benefit 18 all 


the di NOTES in both the volumes. 


. 


n They, ho Low that. the tes 
trine was exemplified in his life, will read 


theſe diſcourſes with the greater plecſure, 


 fatisfadtion and improvement. 
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e latter rolling inceſſantly chrough 
the wide ex panſe, in deſtined orbits; 
him alſo reflect, at the fame. time, on 
their beautiful appe 
able tour 
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= and wiſdom, but alſo of the 


vignity and 
mind. 


fer that 
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fiſts of an infinite aum 
| rticles.” Theſe, being 
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- ſettle, of coutſe/ in a ſpherical "figure; 
hi. ch 16 plainly "the beſt and inoſt uſeful, 
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obtain the loweſt 
this earth on Which we tread. Its ſur- 
face, ele bated in ſome places, and de“ 
preſſed in others, is either covered with © 
plants and animals, or affords a onde: 


5 nient receptacle for the watery element. 
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Over this the air is on all ſides diffuſed. 
This air, being drawn into the lungs of 
Ll als, and ay ain diſchar ed out'of them, 
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8 farther advantage; they ſecure the 
globe, on all fides, and rouſe the ſluggiſh 
arts from their inactive tate ; they ſhake 
the ſtubborn trees; they exerciſe the 
weaker plants, and render them ſtrong 
and healthy. They diflipate thoſe noxi- : 
ous. ſtreams and vapours which, ariſing 
from fens, from caverns, or from the 
inceſſant corruption of plants and animals, 
would otherwiſe fill the air with poiſon- a 
ous and an eee e e 


* 1 wal 


"ks temp 4 R the 3 = | 
of ſummer; and fan, with gentle gales, 


| the. panting inhabitants of the torrid 


climate. If the ſun, rolling his fiery 
- chariot, had not his furious heat allayed 
dy the freſh air, and cooling breezes, 
his beams, darting directiy downward, 
| would. n and "0: the 4 


e. 
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exerciſe of many uſeful, arts. For, not 
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1 10 mention others of leſs general and 

4 important uſe, they drive over the ocean 
veſſels of prodigious: bulk and weight, 
and ſpeedily bring them round the whole 


earth. Thus is opened an eaſy commu- 


nication between nations the moſt remote 
from one another. Hence the ſuper- 
fluities of one country are made to ſupply 


. the wants of another, and many countries 


are furniſhed with an endleſs variety of 


| thin gs for WE del _ oe ornament 88 
. life. 5 


When, landing Under" «'clear N we 
look towards the heavens, and can ſee 


= nothing between us and the ſtars, we may 


perhaps imagine ourſelves placed on the 
utmoſt verge and boundaries of this world. 


But the caſe is quite otherwiſe: for, as 


: ſome fiſhes live at the bottom of the ſea, 
ſo we walk at the bottom of the air, 


which, ſurrounding us on all ſides, riſeth 


above us to an immenſe height. Now 
if this fluid in which we are immerſed 


Had been e 18 e a nature as not 
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light and vital warmth ; his beams would 


have been ſtopped” ſhort at the ſurface of 


the air, and could never have deſcended 


| ; to cheriſn and enlighten our lower re- 


gions. Is it not then a ſtriking inſtance 


of the divine benignity and love to have : 7 
ET, poured over the ſurface of the earth and 


ſea this ſoft, inviſible fluid, which, at the 


ſiuame time that it anſwers ſo many and 


ſuch valuable purpoſes, is alſo formed 
clear and tranſparent, and allows the light 


and heat of the ſun to deſcend dn : 
: 00 without OT obſtruction- 75 lacress 
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The ſame 1 is no \ leſs Sends d 


displayed in forming and diſpoſing the 
liquid element of water. This, being 


jt 


made heavier than the air, ſinks to the 
bottom of it, and ſettles in thoſe vaſt 
| the divine power has pre- 
_ pared for its reception. For, if the ſove- 
reign Architect and Creator of all things had 


hollows which 


7 a 1 earth with a perfectly ſmooth 
5 8  S and 


N 5 dT oy; 60. | & 
5 iidhle the rays of che ſun, we could 
never have enjoyed the bleſſing of his 
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i laben, Nahm waters 1 bare 
ce.overed it equally on all ſides. No dry 
und would have appeared, and the world 
would have been reduced into one huge 
muoraſe or boundleſs. ocean, without any 
** ane. ends . continents. A vaſt | 
| „ contain the: wn; 8 Tbeſe, | 1 
being impregnated with falt, are pre- 
= farved from corruption. Theſe ſuſtain 
_ innumerable; tribes. of living creatures, | 
fame of enormous bulk, and ſome ſo ſmall | 
2s to eſcape the unaſſiſted fight; ſome 
+ floating near the ſurface, and ſporting | 
wantonly among the waves; ſome de- 
ſcending lower, and living in the mid- 
way ſea and others creeping at the bot- 
. nds. or ae to che et incloſd- 
Thee 1 are ee in hes waters. | 
a they are: formed; there they ſeek 
eue e means. of liſe and pre ſerva- 
Vet nat for theſe alone was the huge 


| fuid mal Cormed and called. but fo mm 
the = 


DS 
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1 8 che becefit- af direct nature. gi FO 0 
ſthe ſun and winds extracting raiſe up on 
high the iuhtile vapours, purged from 
their ſalts, and fitted for the uſe of the 


animal and vegetable creation. How fine, 


bo wonderful is the nachinery by which | 
this is effected ! How difficult to be con- 
eeived or explained by human wifdomt 

But though, perhaps, we cannot conceive 
the manner of the operation, yet may we 


clearly underſtand its neceſſity and uſeful 
neſs. For the vapours, being thus lifted 


up into the air and condenſed in clouds, 3 


1 committed to che winde, which curry 


them to and fro over the face of the 
earth. Theſe protect the torrid climates 
from the fury of the impending ſun, and, 


0 diſtilling every where in plenteous ſhowers 


or gentle dew, water the. thirſty run 7 


and my e _ ſprings mn rinnen 
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5 iT Wale ad a deſcending ſafe ns nt 
_ melt the ſtubborn earth, and, mixing 
5 entirely with its particles,” 'diflolve and 

n the "entangled bodies, Earth and 
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5 water, thus united and mixed, FREIE | 


2 drawing freſh ſupplies from mother earth, 


the food and nouriſhment of herbs and 
trees. {The ſeeds of theſe}; bing received 
into the duly tempered maſs,; ſoon: ſwell 

and hurſt; and ſpring into life, and, daily = 


ſhoot forth into the various forms which 
we behold. How kind is the provifipn. | 
which has been made of ſprings inceſ- 
ſantly flowing l. how kind1is the proviſion 
of clear and wholeſome waters, which 
miniſter, in a thouſand ways, to the ſup- 
port and decency of lite. Ho fair and 
beautiful is the tranſparent ſtream which. 
iſſuing from the mountain's.. ſide, and 
gliding by the moſſy rocks, affords to 


oo animals; a cool and ſweet refreſhment 1 


Deſcending lower it is quickly joined by 
other ſtreams; and ſwells into a river, 
which forms itſelf à channel and inceſ- 
fantly purſues its tedious, winding courſe, 
through many a province, towards the 
ſea. The banks and plains, adorned with 
5 nase verdure, richly; clothed with 
| flowers-and blooming trees, acknowledge 
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the friendly influence of the neighbouring 

flood. Hither mankind reſort, charmed 1 
with the pleaſantneſs of the ſituation, | ce od 

invited by the convenience of the waters, 0 

and the fruitfulneſs of the adjacent ſoil. 


reſtores its waters to the ocean, whence 
they were firſt derived, and whence they 


. . are again to be extracted, in order to 


repeat the dame round for bogey benefit bot 
++ 1 25 . 


. are os 1 _ als 46 5 fluid 
| elements; He who cannot ſee, in all theſe - 
things, the plaineſt marks of kind and 
good deſign muſt ſurely be poſſeſſed of a . 
very ſcanty ſhare of ſenſe and under 3 
ſtanding. Whilſt he muſt have a very — 
| thoughtleſs and unfeeling heart who; 9k 0 
much = view, is not inclined to ſpeak. of "ol 
his goodneſs, Who watereth the hills from 
his chambers, and (endethe the rings ins 
the vallies. | e „ 


1 The more 1 and, ſolid 1 
a. Join. in declaring. the praiſes, and 
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Eo of matter in firm confiſtent 


h ese er, ee e is TR 
iſible foree which joins together the 8 


and makes them capable of laſting form 
and figure! Why do the loving parti- 
eles cleave ſo faſt to one another, like 
friends unwilling to be ſeparated, and 
Ln to part? Why, but becauſe: the 

eign mind, intending not to create a 


World in which all things ſhould be float- 


ing and ſhapeleſs, joined them in this 
ſttrict union, and preſerves them in it by 
his conſtant action! Why do the pon- 


derous bodies preſs downwards -perpetu= - 5 


yy with anſenting force, and eagerly = 
ntend which ſhall poſſeſs the centre? 
The ; drchin and former of the world 
de it was beſt it hon be ſo, and 
fore ſo it is. Thus in che earth eaſt into 
a round figure, and remains equally Po 
and balanced; on all” OO No” its own 
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Wherever we turn our views: 'or direct 
our attention, .. we e over 
= 5 „ the 


cies OT" 1 N 5 
. every bers encountered ” 
| a eee ue ee re er 1 
benevolent Providence. Let us rife” „„ 
the wings of Wide far above che „ 
earth, and, looking downward 
| with ob eyes, the ſtate of things „En 8 5 
furface of this ſolid globe. "What fair 
and noble proſpects preſent” themſelves! 
| Hands and continents appear above” the 
water, peopled by men and other animals, 
and richly clothed with plants and flowers 
and trees and fruits, incredible in num 
ber, and endleſs in variety. The ſhores 
and fruitful countries glitter with towns 
and cities, the products of human art ang 
_ induſtry.” The inimenſe plains, fab. 7 
by the hand of man, amply” reward his 
toil with rich fruits and generous harveſts. 
The vaſt, 'uncultivated ' deſerts” abound 
with proper inhabitants, which, 'ghaſtly 
and hideous as they appear, want not their 
peculiar beauties. The wilderneſs pleaſes, 
and yields a finer delight than the artificial 
. * * mazes of the palace. 
There, 
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' gverſpread. the ground: there, the lofty 
mountain Fils cowards the. Kies in 4 
| Lag Wen ; 

5 Sarge bnpng eng Cn, and rivers, ijt 
cheriſhes the plants and fields, and aſſiſts 
the honeſt labours of the induſtrious 

ſwains. Verily, if we could view a 

theſe things with our eyes, as we m 
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| with augen AN 


2 neral views as theſe, but. are - willing: to 
5 ſtudy the deveral, parts of nature with 
0 greater accuracy and. exactneſs, we ſhall 
be continually diſcovering. new charms, 
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ring, gut of its i 


| - 8 
X 
+ 


. " 


with Our. minds, few, ſu rely, would b 
nd ſo ſtupid as not to grow enamoured 


id in lone-orith, ren lence; 
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and perceive. multiplied: inſtances of. the 


divine benignity and love. For, to what 


elſe ſhall We. aſcribe it, that. the. external 


c part of. the. earth is, in many places, 5 
formed of fruitful garden mould? If it 


N been formed of flinty rock, of. ſtiff 
4 5 clay | 


en 


= | 


Id have been the co ene I 
vain would mankind have laboured, KH 
wein: would the ſun have ſhone, in vain 
; ould 7205 rain have fallen. The world 
muſt, neceſſarily, | have been a rude and 
bat waſte, producing nothing for the 


uſe of life. This God forefaw, and, in- 


; tending always what was beſt, he ſpread 
the outfide of the earth ſuch a ſub- 
ſtance. as, either of its own. accord, or 
With the help of human . furniſhes 
plentiful ſupplies to its various inhabit · 
7; ants, and thus becomes a juſt, image of 
that ſovereign; goodneſs which, ſuſtains all 
things, and cheriſhes, with ae care, 
. 190 deine n i, a MG 7 0 
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But 0 are not Katisled to turn 
and manure for their uſe the wholeſome | 


beneficial mould of this earth. Spurred 15 
on by reſtleſs deſires, they range ſeas and 


Jands, | and rifle every corner of the globe. 
Nor yet content with what the ſurface : 
. pies, they fig into its x dowels, in eager 
5 To ſearch 


7 r tg Lochen 
more durable, and hard to be deſtroyed or 
Changed by are or utmoſt art. Fler 
admirable is their fimplicity; how mani- 
fold are their uſes! What noble trac 
tures are raiſed out of the marble quarry! 2 
Tron; ſee" and zead Topply us witer a 
thouſand uſefu inſtruments. We need 
ſcarcely mention the mines of coal, the 
falt rocks and ſprings which ate found in 
many places, and the medicinal waters, 
which owe their ſeveral virtues to the 
minerals which” are diſſolved in them. 
Add to theſe the ſparkling diamonds, and 
the veins of gold and filver, ſought out 
with ſo much care and pains. For (only 
let not avarice hear us) how fine is the 
texture! how enduring are the maſſy ſub- 
ſtances! ! how well are they fitted for the 
guilelefs ornament and decency” of life! 
In ſhort, as far as man is allowed to pe- | 
netrate into the bowels of the earth, he 
* it ſtored with ſuch things as ate, - 
in 


don dit Goonies op,G0D. oh. 
- in various ways, ſubſervient to his hap» 
pineſs, and fitted to raiſe his admiration 
and gratitude towards the divine mind, 
which formed the world, and fixed its 
©. ſeveral parts with wiſe economy, in ad 
| 0 and. moſt. convenient Is | 
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11 together. and run a little way into one 


another, yet have they diſtinct places 
aſſigned to every one. The ait is ſpread 


above the water, the water above the FO 


| earth... But fire runs through them all, 
and ſeems to, be diffuſed through every 
part of nature, enlivening and cheriſhing 
tze whole. In the, ſun it flames and 
burns, and maintains the ſplendour of all 
| the heavenly. bodies. It floats in the air, 
- and melting the waters preſerves them 

in their fluid ſtate. The inviſible, ethe- 

real ſubſtance pervades alſo the maſſy 
globe. It forms the minerals, gives life 
and growth to vegetables, and kindles a 
ſoft, .. invifble and vital flame in the 
breaſts of living creatures. All things 
| . which 
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3 = oN THE oops or 60D. 
£0 which live and grow, whether Plants . 
Animals, are preſerved, ſuſtained and nous = 


riſhed by. inward heat and vital warmth: 
do'theſe forſake them, than they : 


No ſooner de 


faint, and ficken, and die away. How 5 
good, how kind, then, was it in the ; 


original Author and Father of all to ſpread 
_ through the whole of nature this ſubtile, 
piercing ſubſtance, which is found ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the life vol: eee of alt 
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Mö l is it APs e of our ated 
45 gratitude that the Divine Providence 
hath reſtrained, by fixed and ſtated laws, 
this fierce devouring element. For, if 
it were. once ler looſe, and ſuffered to 
break out in all places into viſible flames, 
it would melt down all nature into one 
glowing maſs, and, inſtead of cheriſhing 
and preſerving, it would ſoon WN and 
TO. the univerſe. 1 . 
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85 Thus is we taken a ſhort view of the 
ſeveral parts which compoſe the ſtructure 
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TT fidered their relation to one ceiothes? and 
the ends to which they are ſubſervient. 
From the whole it ſeems evident, that 
all theſe things did not ariſe from chance; 

caprice or malice, but that they are the 

effects of a benevolent and gracious mind. 
who has formed the different elements 
in the beſt and moſt perfect manner, 
placed them in the moſt convenient ſitu- 
gations, and made them conſpire, un- 
crringly. to the harmony and happineſs 
of the creation. Thus do the works of 
_ God teſtify aloud. that God is love, that 
5 he 3 is . dee and e 9 
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whom he ſees extending his hand to fup- | 
port ſuch of his fellows as are weary, r 
to confirm and raiſe the virtue of thoſe 
who are willing to exert themſelves? 
The divine aſſiſtance and influence will 
be, of far greater efficacy, to improve the 
goodneſs of +; thoſe; who ſee the happy 
affects of them in others, and have any 
e to hope for them themſelves. 
JJ! ] ↄ 1 47 00110 arto Tocrerut 
The hopes of eternal life, which the | 
| goſpel eſtabliſhes, ſo plainly tend to pu- 
 rify the heart, to extend the views, ennohle 
the deſires, and perfect the character of a 
rational creature, that there is no 8 
particularly to inſiſt on this part of the 
ſubject. But as almoſt every doctrine of 
„ bine H 5 . religion 
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Sthers, to avold this danger have butltelypß 
neglected the | rewards which God hath . 


j propoſed, for the ſupport; in encourage 
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4e as to need no other . 
udp . ward, 


ment of his ſervants,” 'and/confined their 
whole attention to the motives which 

_ atife from à ſonſe of the excelleney of = 
virtue, and from the in ward "heartfelt 
ſatisfactions, which it ee rng occa- 


is a debat — among at 5 
0 ene mes 1 8, wp my ti be 
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wiv have entered on the ways of wiſdom» 


| i ſubdued their evil — WP =» 
| A conſiderable progreſs in a virtuous courſe. 


| uſed to reſtraint, there-is 4 weitet c- 

| Sailors eee 
1 tempered ſtate of a vicious mind will 
ſcarocly be cured by the ſaiit genile and 
edle methods, 'as/are fly vſed1 to. 
proſerve and perfect the virtue of »thoſe 


Baie allowed that the fear of Puniſtimedt, 


and the hope of reward, are principles too 
merconary to beget true benevolence, of 
_ teal piety, yet they cannot fall to reſtrain 


a2 perſon who attends to them in his carcer 


of vice; They will encourage” ſelf-go- 
; verntnent, and introduce d habit of diſei- 
pline and obediende to the will of God. 
| Poſfibly, one who abſtains from all fin, 
and practiſes all duty, under the influence 


of authority alone, will giee ſuch room, 


iT; to the generous. principles of his nature, 'E 
toi: ave: their full play, and to exert 
| | themſelves on 


? 


er aſlves'to he: ai will not fail 
to eſtabliſh a a truly excellent and amiable 
8 enger cis lt 1 925 A0 t 
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bat che cauſe of virtie) in the chriftian - 
te giony! reſts not on ãntereſted conſidera- 
tions alone: There is great uſe made of 
ay 2 diſpoſitions" of one whois | 
ſtruck with à proper ſenſe of divine 
| benefits? The! grace or favour of God is 
' topio upon which thedſacrec writers 
| Hiequenelpinkiſt; as an argument to obedi 
ene. The grace of God, in Jeſus 
Chriſt teaches us to lead bob; righteous 5 
and godly lives. 1 Wer are to put on 5 
bowels of mercies, humbleneſs. of mind, 
meekneſe, long ſuffering, and univerſal 
charity, on this accoun „ a8 we are the 
elect of God, holy and beloved; or as woe 
are choſen by God to enjoy the outward 
privileges of the goſpel. It is ſpoken of 
as the very eſſence of love to God, that 
we keep his commandments. This, ſaith 
the apoſtle John, is the love of God, that 
. we: keep his commandments. le does 
not mean, {that Tak and RIO the 
0% Wet iger 5 5 ſame 


pi: 


fam Ag duvonly: char love-will Rigs 
1 | ply a very powerful r motive to obedience, 
and that it will very naturally, and very 
| reaſonably: be expected, that thoſe who 
male profeſſions of love ſhould? comply 
Vith the will, and fulfil the defires uff 
tze _— TON MON? thus to 
Ow” e rig eas. Parr 00710 an tle 


we : pt | PL 


- The Agens pid i life as 
; 5 a pls: of improved and more perfect vir 
tue, of greater likeneſs to Jeſus Chriſt, 
the pattern of every amiable Alpe 
and of more entire reſemblance to the 
Deity: Him ſhall we then behold, not 
through a glaſs darkly, but face to b 


him ſhall we then fee, as) we are ſeen, 


and know, as we are known. If this be 

the true notion of heaven; if heaven be a 
ſtate rather than a place; the expectation 
ol it can ſerve only to excite more gene- 


tous deſires and purpoſes, in the cauſe of 1 
virtue. To paſs from earth to heaven, is 

to paſs from one degree of grace and vir- 

tue to another. He who is properly in- 
5 vented 8 che * of eternal life 
c will 


yy ſhavers vane: 2 motive; te the moſt 
| generous and diſintete tau goodneſs. : Ab- 
| tolithis;-aceount;;.»the. chriſtian 
| Gehema.of: : morals id wiſely adapted-to'the 
preſent ſtate of human natur. Whilſt it 


doned. it is fitted tb raiſe and perfect the 


virtue ly the moſt n 1 588 97 
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0 the goſpel. o thall find them 
molt reaſonable and- 2xcellent not ſo 
ſtriẽt as to tbfrify us with their ſeverity, 
nor yet ſo looſe as to admit or counte- 
nance any inſtance of vice. The ſubje& | 
of duty end happiheſs' has claimed the 
attention of the ſeridus, among tmankind, 
in every age. Theſe points, on which the 


| heathen philoſophers; ſpeculated, the Jews 
did not fail to diſeuſt. Our Saviour, be- 


2 babeure for the cottupt and aban - 


ing addreſſech by one of their ſcribes to 


| know his opinion on this queſtion, which 
Was the chief commandment of the law, 
returned an anſwer which may, of "itſelf, 
ſerve to aunv ince of the excellency-of 
Hit * em. ** Hearj' O Iſrael, the 
11195 1 | 9 Lord 


: e love the Lord thy God wits a 
tip heart, and with ll thy ſoulz and 
wich all thy mind, und with all thy 
Antength. -'This0is' the fitſt vommünde 
„ ment. And the ſbcchd' is like unte irg ; 
_ 116igmely thit, thou ſhalt Jove thyineighs | 
_ 4 bour as thyſelf. There is nd othes 
VvVicommandment greater than hefe, ! 
What was the view of the perſon who 
. ., propoſed this queſtion, does hot ſufficiently 
appear; but whether he aſked for in feme 
ation, or to try the knowledge ef fee 
7 and to have an opportunity of diſputing 


- mabided/ his-approbation/ And the ſbribs 
_ ful unto him Well, maſter; thou haſt 


n ene er 
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with bim, the wiſdor of the reply ems 


* ſaid the truth; for there is one God 


e and there is none other but he, and to 
_ vilove him with. all the heart, and with 
al the underſtanding, and with all the 
1 Aisoul, and wäth all the ſtrength, and to 
love but neigbbours as burſelbes, it 
more than all whole burnt-efferiogs 
and facrifices.'! This is # ſentiment s 
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ef, chri ty er of. thiſe 
orea mag axis to: denominate a2 
minia-ſubjeft of God's kingdom of right. | 

uſneſs in this world, and an heir of his 
- 1 dem of glory. As theſe precepis are 
impotent, ſothey are very comprehenſiye. 
Der ata enſily applied to pall . the ofſices 
ofs piety to God, and to all acts of he- 
paſieqnqe and charity to men, Manifeſtly, 

ele do they include che duties of, ſalf- 

gBaepernmęnt. For it is ĩmpoſfible a petſon 
uld obſerve. bee e e eee 8 
- Hoi] ho ie not very. diligent in the care - 
_ _hdidifeipline-of his own hart. 
0 Lov ud wth, non ei oaths ba? 


Ait cannot be expected that, in a fingle 


CO ; 


parts. of (the. chriſtian la:, but, I Will 
venture to fay, that no juſt objection can 
bet made to it, which will not convict 


the perſon who makes it of a bad heart. 


1 : 
It has been accuſed of too great rifneſs, 
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ne EL, bs . * 1 
„„ |, >; :. 
. 5 "EY 4 4 . . 


diſedurſe. one ſhould go through all tbe 


Z 66 . 
dnderi iſo heavy fa upenalty all tifoivious || 
ehooghts and limeguler defires, and in re. 
_ quiting> a fte and:;generqusoforgiyeneſs , 
of thoſe who have provolled, .offended-iot 
: injuced us. Ai will not inquirt what the . 
1 2 — thibk [this 24d. juſt 0 
mattei of complaint-:: It:is obvious thatz 
| is an allowance be given to the evil. 2 
5 r oe ee they 5 
will gain ſtreng oy 
draw a perfor intourhoſe ——— which. . 
wWilhprode his diſgraoo and ruin. If we : 
arel note to forgive! our dnemics;nas.:the. 
 ehriſtian!lawidirets; what ſhould prevemm 


1 


our taking a ſevere revenge of every wrong 
f dad injngy What, then, muſt be the 
cbnſoquenet; but that quatrels muſt bs 
continually: pps carried to the 
” greateſt height, and perpetuated from 
one generation to another? It would be, 
. leaſt; 45-eafy-to; vindicate all at gi "ther 
precepts of chriſtianity: 1999917 10 7113 mo 
ang Ie bodioa bas Ie £ ni bs! * 
| a AA ee Jaw, there is no- 
thing tions le, an dere in do defelt 
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— in reply d hie tctibel thou! art hot 
| fu d deten of God. Thie is 
_ ſum and fbſtzoec:of ers moral pa „ 
1 ee eee e i 
man a ſubject of God's kingdom of right 
douſneſs im this world, and an heir of his 


importan ſo they are very ;mprehenſfive, 
Phe ate enftly applicd//to;all-theioffices = 
. ofapiety to God, and to all acts of be- 
5 pefieqnee and char 8 
dt, da they include the duties of, ſelf- 
-  gaveromevt..: For it is ĩmpoſſible a perſon 
mould obſerve. them, in a tolerable man- 
_ who is not very diligent in the care 
andalifeipline-of his o.] Heart. 
en ban u zu 1580 Son zi 5; in bag 
Alt cannot be expected that, in a ſingle 
diſedurſe, one ſhould go through all the 
| parts. of the chriſtian} law: unt Iwill 
. yenture to ſay, 54 that no J 21 objection can | 
be: made to it, which will not convict 
tze perſon who makes it of a bad heart. 


It has been accuſed of too great ſtrictneſt, 
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of glory. As theſe precepts are A 


y to men Manifeſtly. 
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undder iſo heavy wupenaley/:all-lifyivious . 
thoughts and irregular deſires, and n re- 
quitipg2 a free. and genrrous forgiveneſs , 
of thoſe who thayeprovoked; offended riot 
 injured-vs;; isi. not- inquirt hat / the 
perſons muſt be Who thibk his 2 
935 e complaints: It. is obvious that; 
2 if any allowance be given to the evil 
thoughts and defirés of the heartg they = 

will gain ſtrengih by the indulgenoe, and 
draw perſon / into s thoſe actions which 
5 wilt prode his diſgrace and ruin. o If w“ 
are} note to ee dar inomic;nas the. 


bree - "Whit, oa 5 the 
7 me but that quarrels: muſt be 
continually fomented; carried to the 
5 greateſt height, and. perpetuated fm 
one generation to another? It would ja 
at leaſt, as-eafy- to vindicate all a ther 
precepts of chriſtianity: 2917} To £19} oft) 
__ -rSanam Ico;bodzom bus Ih a ni belag 
awkpin;elecclnifgian-bog, law, there is no- 
thing; nete defect. 
ash . 4 | ns The | 
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; E. be appliad to the love of our country; 


to dhe bore ef oui friends and to all / civil 
and doincftic duties.” Though the goſpel 
Joch not: give d ritual iworkbipy yet t 
tvidently laada us fo all the expreſſigna of 
Fistys ten aHery thing obyi which; we n 
deſtify our love to eee 


eee —— 2 
. elcäutigus- fear of any thing which 
n rrapt: us in any raf the exerciſes 
el xherit) and piety, p plainly make a part 
DANS chriſtian la „Ban egit nig 
d Hino 24. 4 1817110 n 2 O1 20 
zer haue not, it is acknowledged, 3 
3 of precepts, dran out and dife 
2 in a formal and methodical manner. 


ma v. be ane eee n. | 


— 45 ova tonally | 
a perſon who was a complete maſter of 
the ſubjeR, and who went about, from 
os to place, for this very purpoſe, that 
he might recommend and enforce the 
practier of them. Whertver he found a 
number of people together, in the fields, 
or by the ſea fide, in the temple at Jeru · 
fſalem, of at a ſocial entertainment, he 
had ſome ſuitable exhortation to give, 

- ſome apt ſimilitude to engage the ĩimagi—- 
nation, ſome affecting conſideration to 5 
touch the heart. It was the excellent 1 
character of Socrates, the wiſeſt among 

the ancient Greeks, that he introduced 
philoſophy, or the ſcience of morals, to 
the knowledge of mankind, and planted 

EY” in the cities. But it was more emi- 
nently true of Jeſus Chriſt, that he took 

the caſieſt, plaineſt - way of | conveying 

| en inſtructions, and of leading men 
to the knowledge and practice of their 
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hut, if che chriſtian: law could not 
otherwiſe be known, we might eaſily col- 
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5 one great deſign of „ coming” FM ths | 
world, that we might have a complete 
8 pattern of all virtue and obedience. His 
piety to God appears in his ſubmiſſion and 
S reſignation to tho heavenly: will. So evi- 
dent a reſpect had his whole undertaking 
os to the happineſs of man, that, whilſt his 
Lc "5 bright example ſhines before our eyes, 
we can never be at a loſs for an inſtance 
pf the moſt generous, difintereſted bene- 
volence. He entered into many particular 
8 ecircumſtences, as it were, on purpoſe, | 5 
eg 925 might afford us a complete pat- Df 
I We have à model of filial piety _ 
=D * . ſubjection to his parents, and of 
generous friendſhip in his diſtinguiſhing 
regard to the beloved diſciple. His ten- Ml 
Aer ſympathy appears on the death of La- 
ALarus, and his regard to a diſtreſſed 
© mourning parent is fully ſhown when, at 
the time of his death, he recommends his 
mother to the care of his boſom friend, 
the apoſtle John. The humbler virtues 
do not ſo often diſcover themſelves in 


WORE _ * characters, but | 
| _ Jeſus 
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NE COA gt ia hand at 


Sic = ns The circumſtances of his life 
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vas a man of forrows and — 


were ſuch as to preſent us with inſtances 


_ the trueſt humility. His patience was | 


not exhauſted by the heavieſt ſufferings, _ 


a he ſhowed himſelf" capable of facing 
all dangers, with an undaunted fortitude. | 


His ſpirit was not diſcompoſed by the 
unkindeſt, orueleſt treatment. He apo- 


logizes, in the moſt tender manner, for 
his diſciples, who fell aſleep when entreat- 
ad to watch with him: the ſpirit, truly, - 
is willing, but the' fleſh is weak. When 
his enemies were abuſing him, with all 
the circumſtances of wanton cruelty; he 
loſes all ſenſe of his own private griefs, in 
the thought of the 1 injury which his per- 
ſecutors were doing to their own ſouls; 
and, with the moſt generous concern, re- 
commends them to the divine compaſſion; 
% Father, forgive . e abe Kube! not 
what e are e eee * . 
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The bes off 1 our 5 5 
. the character and conduct of a good man, . 5 

is attended with many advantages: : but, 
1 2 ; in is 


v CONSISTENT. vrrn 


e - Gaertane 


thing to blame, as well as ſomethib 


admire. If there be in them many > 55 


which deſerve. our imitation, there are 


. many. things which we ought moſt care- 
fully to avoid. But, in the whole life 


of Jeſus; there is nothing which has the 


leaſt appearance of # wrong turn of ſpirit. 
= Always: does he act the proper part, give 


e b „ 


the moſt evident proofs of the worth and 


excellence of hie character, and ſet us a 
- copy which we ANON: e n | 
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convince. us of the benevolent. ſpirit of 


| the chriſtian inſtitution, they affard a 
ſttong preſumption of the divine original 
of chriſtianity. If our holy religion con- 
tained a repreſentation of the perfections 


and character of the Deity inconſiſtent 


with the teſtimony which he gives to his 


perfect love and goodneſs, in his works, 


it could not come from God. The diſ- 


coveries which God makes of himſelf, to 
* an are nn and conſiſtent. 


PR — 


Colt - 


| lei is adn — to the benevolence of 


his nature, to take different methods for 
- the inſtruction of his rational creature 
nor does it ſeem inconſiſtent with our 

beſt notions of the Deity to ſuppoſe, that 


to the inſtructions which he gives us, 


5 from the frame of nature, he ſhould add 1 
ſuch extraordinary helps, as may ſerve 


more effectually to ſecure the ends of 


divine teaching; to make his creatures 
wiſe to ſalvation. But, if any ſyſtem be 


VE / PERFECTIONS: / uu... 


propoſed ; to us 'as from: God, which has a Z 


| tendency: to ſully his perfect character; 
it can have no other original than human 
art and contrivance : for nothing can 
come from God but what is worthy of 
him. If, on the other hand, the fame - 


love and goodneſs which are viſible in the 


works of God, be manifeſted in any par- = 


ticular ſcheme of inſtituted religion, if 


this ſcheme appear plainly calculated to 


make thoſe who' ſubmit to it wiſe and 


virtuous, if it have no other reſpect than 
to raiſe the creatures of God to their 


higheſt perfection and happineſs, we ſhall | 


be Os) the 'more readily to attribute 
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tz; not. to the contrivance of man, but to 
2 divine and heavenly original. Till v 

be ſatisfied that a revelation contains 1 
: worthy repreſentation of the Divine Being, 
and is calculated to carry on the fame | 
great purpoſes which he appears to pur- 

ſue, in the works of his hands, and the 
; diſpenſations of his providence, it is of 


| (mall. conſequence to inquire into the 
miracles by which it is ſaid to be ſup- 1 


ported. But, when we are convinced, 
from a free and impartial inquiry, that 
the doctrines which it teaches are juſt and 
rational, and the laws which it gives are ; 
holy and good, we may proceed to in- 
aduire into the particular ſupport which it 
derives, from teſtimony, human or di- 
vine, with a he wen in its 
1 favour. 1 ay; e 


— 


; : he 1 of > ah RENTS diſcourſe 


9 bas been to ſhow the true ſpirit and ten- 
- dency-of chriſtianity. If you be con- 
Vvinced, by what has been ſaid, that it is 

a wiſe and | benevolent inſtitution, you 
will find no difficulty in ſuppoſing, that 


. 


commend and enforce it. If you have 
tecourſe to teſtimony, you will find, 
there are the ſtron geſt proofs which the 


nature of the caſe admits, that there Was | 


an extraor mY An A ad 


1 5 3 one . PO ind niche A 
- reject or queſtion the truth of divine 
rovelation, the beſt method which can 
be taken to abate their prejudices, or re- 
move their difficulties, is to give them 
a fair account of its nature and deſign. 
Show them that it is only calculated to 
promote the love of God, and the love 
of our neigh bour, to lead ſinners to re- 
pentance, to encourage the erpedston 


of divine aſſiſtance in the practice of 


5 righteouſneſs, and to eſtabliſh; the hopes 
of everlaſting life and bleſſedneſs, and you 


will eafily gain your point. Whoever is 


well convinced that this is a true account 
of the goſpel, is in fact a ſubject of the 
kingdom of God: he is a chriſtian, and, 
Wi * aA; . to his. belief, he may 
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God! may RY his: — to re- 5 
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ex a i ire: in _ Pig 5 the 


Ay The chief . of U we inßdel ore 
lies in an imperfect, or falſe account of 
chriſtianity. When our holy religion is 
fairly repreſented, it can ſcarcely fail of 
exciting the attention, and engaging the 
approbation, of à rational creature. But 
the moſt ſtriking proof of the excellency- of 
ehriſtianity will ariſe from its happy in- 
fluence on the temper and character of 
ttzhoſe who receive it. If we live and act 
as if chriſtianity were uncertain or fubu- | 
- tous, who will ever believe that we con- 
ider it as a religion from heaven; 5 as a 
' manifeſtation. of the divine goodneſs to 
man? Who will liſten to our diſcourſes 
on the internal evidence of the goſpel, 
from its nature and tendency, if we our- 
ſelves are weak and irreſolute in the pro- 
feſſion of divine truth; if our ſentiments 
appear to be haſtily taken up; if they are 
defended with a raſh and intemperate 
zeal; and, eſpecially; if we violate the 
laws of love and charity, for the fake of 


any 
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wb ſpeculative: opinions? Can any one 
imagine that we regard the chriſtian 
ſeheme as a conſiſtent” repreſentation of 


the divine goodneſd, and agreeable to the 


teſtimony which his works give to the 
perfection of his character, if we diſtegard 


and negleck it, and, efpceially; if ire le 


in tho violation of its moſt: efſential pre- 
cepts? Such advocates for the chriſtian 

_ eauſe will be little regarded: they bring 
à manifeſt difgrace on their religion, by 
their actions, and it is not to be expected | 
that their wordsſhould procure it any vene- 
ration. Thoſe who have prejudices againſt _ 
_ the chriſtian name, on other accounts, 

will immediately conclude, that perſons * 
of this kind may have their reafons for 


* defiring to be thought chriſtians, but 
that, in reality, they have no pretenfions 


to the character. A perſon ſeldom per- 
ſuades, if he doth not appear, at leaſt, to 


de perſuaded himſelf; and he can ſcarcely 


be thought to believe i in the divine origi- 
nal of chriſtianity, who acts, in every 8 
1 as if 1 it were falſe. £ | 
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£ e 2 0 to o diffuſe! a Fry of 4 
- the truth and excellency of chriſtianity, let 
| 8 us act the part of real and conſiſtent chriſti- 
ans. Wherever the genuine influence of 
chriſtianity appears, in the rational con- 
ſiſtent principles, and in the wiſe, ex- 
8 conduct, of thoſe who embrace 
it, it will ſcarcely need any other recom- 
miendation. The firſt duty of a chriſ- 
tian ſeems to be a grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the divine goodneſs, whence all 
the bleſſings of the goſpel proceed. „ 
= affectionate remembrance of the divine 
bounty, ſhould be added, a prbper care 
do make a right improvement of it. We 
is ' ſhould. ſhow ourſelves the wiſe, conſiſtent 
e advocates of truth and goodneſs, by an 
5 exemplary behaviour in the various cir- 
cumſtances in which we are placed. 
Thus ſhall we adorn the doctrine of God 
our ſaviour, and prepare the way for the 
univerſal ſpread, and On influence of 2 
: . ien ee Sr . 1 
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: THE WISDOM WHICH 18 FROM ABOVE. 1s FIRST. 


A 


on PURE, /THEN PEACEABLE, GENTLE AND EASY 10 
BE ENTREATED, FULL OF MERCY AND OP O00 
. FRUITS, WITHOUT PARTIALITY, AND. WITHOUT! | 


* 


HYPOCRISY. | 3% 


HE value which men put on ſenſe and 
| knowledge is matter of general obſer- 


vation. There are ſome who would more 
1 bear a reflection on their morals, 
than on their underſtanding, and who are 
more ſolicitous to paſs for wiſe, than . 
good men. Hence, if we hear a man 
commended for his 
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: A” to. avail themſelves of this 
general prejudice, in favour of a good 
- underſtanding, and to repreſent the ob- 
| ſervance of moral and religious duties as 
an inſtance and proof of the higheſt wiſ⸗ 
dom. If they could but perſuade men, 


5 the fame . goth” the _ in 


gh 78 oN THE provuRTTNS 1 
grity alone, we are apt to conclude that 
there is nothing extraordinary, nay rather, 
5 ſomething deficient in . intellectual 
1 RL. VVV 


The friends of virtue and een 1 


that to be virtuous was to be wiſe, they ” 


1 hoped that mankind would be engaged to 
ſeek moral qualifications, as a method of 
35 ſecuring a character for ſenſe, and of us 

commending themſelves to the world as 
7 perſons of good underſtanding. Thus 

we find it obſerved by more than one of 


the facred writers, that the fear of the 


Lord is wiſdom, or the beginning of 
_ wiſdom; and that to depart” from evil is 
underſtanding, or the beſt proof which 


can be given of a ſound and accurate 
judgment. In the ſame ſpirit,” and with 


the 


— 
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> _ nh” give the deſcription of true 
wiſdom, of the wiſdom which is from 
above. It is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
and 8 to be entreated, full of mercy; 
. and of good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hy pocriſy. In other words, 
the cultivation of theſe virtues is an 


argument of SOS ſenſe and penetra- 
” * e ; * * 6 9 
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The firſt thareger abs FER 8 
3 ers af the wiſdom from above 1 is, that 
itt is pure. This will eaſily diſtinguiſh it 
from the crafty purſuits of worldly 'bleſs- 


”- gy: which ſome: men call wiſdom; 


whether we underſtand purity to ſignify 

ſimplicity and ſincerity, in oppoſition to 
all the arts of cunning and deceit, or a 
temper of mind ſuperior to the preſent 
+ world, conſiſting in a proper indifference 
to all the pleaſures, and all the afflitions 
of life, ſo as neither to be elevated by 


. proſperity, nor caſt down by adverſity. 
This ſimplicity of temper and character 
may be aſſumed by the men of this world. 

They may think it a proof of their wiſe 
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dom tu put on the appearance of dads; 15 
in order to gain the eaſy faith of thoſe | 
whoſe confidence they wiſh to ſecure. 

But, however this appearance may paſs 
with men of little experience, perſons of 
ſounder judgment ſeldom fail to diſcover 
à counterfeited character. If they ſhould, 


for a time, be impoſed upon by the arts 


of the hypocrite, on a longer acquaint- 
ance, - they ſeldom fail to dete& them, 


n to bring to open light the wickedneſs 


which has lurked under the ſemblance of 


integrity and goodneſs of heart. Some, 


indeed, it may be, are ſo well practiſed 
in fraud, as to continue in the uſe of it 


for many years, or even through the 
whole of life, without ever ſubjecting 
u to a diſcovery; but inſtances 
of this kind ate very rare. For the moſt 
part, the hypocrite has ſome unguarded 
moment or other in which he diſcovers 
himſelf. Then the reputation which he 
has been labouring to eſtabliſh is ruined 
at once. Then doth his character become 


as mean and contemptible as it was once 


w and . Then all his ac- 
-qaintapce 


# 
chphe, o 
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a FOR are as eager to ſtrip him of his 
undeſefrved praiſes, /as they were before 

lavich in beſtowing them. Then is he 
loaded with ee and treated 'with 
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> we „rec PR to N this: fad | 
fall, the pains which it coſts him, to. 
; ſupport a character Which he does not 
deſerve, are but ill rewarded by the 
doubtful praiſe which he gains. If be 
be not diſcovered to be a hypocrite,” he 


lives in continual fear of a diſcovery. | 


Whilſt he is receiving the expreſſions of 


| eſteem} which are ſhown him, he muſt 
have many inward miſgivings, and muſt 


frequently ſuffer very keen remorſe, from 


_ the conſciouſneſs of his own unworthi- 


neſs, and from the apprehenſion of the 
merited diſpleaſure of that righteous being 


who ſees through all the diſguiſes which - 


he wears, and who will not fail to puniſh 
the deceit i in a which he | has allowed: im. 


When 


% 


"nk Re ding be under Od to; 0 
 Gtoplicity or Gncerity:of heart and life, it 


| they wiſh to appe 
good quality which they are deſirous to 
1 diſplay. Soon will they verify the obſer- 
vation, that he b ne 2 1 
en walketh rely. 0 


© When: al Abele (EM are 


He ſhall eaſ ly ſubſeribe to the Juſtice 0 of 

"a obſervation, made by the wiſe kin 
e Iſtael, that the folly of fools is deceit. 
Never, indeed, do men give ſo ſtrong a 

proof of their N ns as when they deſcend 


. ns OR s of frand and hypocriſy.” 
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is a leading character of the wiſdom from 


above, which we are confidering.: All, 
then, who wiſh to Rand with the world 

for men of prudence and good ſenſe, 
ſhould lay the faundation of their fame in 


auth, and ſtudy to be, in reality, what 
at, and to poſſeſs every 


Seer fonſs of FEY is, as lit i Grads 7 
oppoſed to the undue gratification of the 
animal appetites and inclinations, or as 


ae 1 1 a Fe ſelf command, with 
* 


4 
* 
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a tepars to the good and evil things of this 
preſent life. In this ſenſe, it leads thoſe 
oho poſſeſs it, not only to abſtain from all 
forbidden pleaſure, but to practiſe the 
duties of | temperance and fortitude, and 


10 paſs through the world with a mine f 


ſuperior to every thing which it con- 

tains, and to all che wenn of a our W 5 
fituation: ae vitcouiflanors;/” 1 80 1758135 33 i 
"He is a wits man wle is ode des to 

Hos the evils of his condition, and to 


obtain and poſſeſs the bleſſings which 


attend it. This the men of the world 
ſeek to do by declining every thing which 
is painful or unpleaſant, and by immedi- 
: ately ſeizing every pleaſure which offers 
_ itſelf to their notice. But whether this 
be an inſtanee of wiſdom or of folly de- 
| ſerves to be very ſcriouſly conſidered. It 
often happens that, by flying from a 
preſent inconvenience, | .we ſubject our- 
ſelves to a greater. Thus, by refuſing 
labour, and avoiding fatigue, we not only 


render ourſelves incapable of enduring 


: them, but loſe the advantages which an 
Er JJ „» 


130 oN THE PROPERTIES | 
active induſtry. would ſecure to us. . 


like manner, by ſeizing every enjoyment 
which comes in our way, we loſe more 


and greater enjoyments. The youth, for 


inſtance, who lives in pleaſure, and has 


no other aim than to gratify his ſenſes, 
enters on a courſe to which his fortune 


and health are unequal, and to which his 


life itſelf muſt preſently become a ſacri- 


fice. Whilſt he lives, he is often a 


plague and curſe, to thoſe with whom he 


is connected, brings miſery on the family 


to which he belongs, or into which he 


enters, and obliges ſuch as are in the 
cloſeſt union with him, and ought to be 


deareſt to him, to lament their infelicity 


in having ever known him, or in having 
ever liſtened to him. A life of pleaſure, 4 


as it is called, is attended with fatal 


| The — uſe of weakens, | 


5 conſequences; is, at the beſt, poor and 
inſignificant in itſelf; void of thoſe ſatis- 


factions, and empty of thoſe duties and 


| honours, which are moſt ſuitable to a 
rational and religious mind. One who is 


addicted to it is dead whilſt he lives. 


and 


” e falls in his N 


Fa 


OF HEAVENLY WISDOM. 131 - 
und, * degrees; deſtroys the ſenſes, and 
makes thoſe ſcenes the moſt diſguſtful 
and infipid, which have the greateſt ap- 
pearance of mirth and gaiety. Hence, 
no one has leſs pretenſion to the charac- 
ter of a wiſe man, than he who thus 
follows the calls of ſenſe, flies from all 5 


pain and ſuffering, and ſeeks * 


is: 1 contraty, ons Jad 1 of . 


wiſdom which a man can give, is to 


compute the true value and probable du- 
tation of every thing which preſents RE - 
whether under the appearance of good or | 
ceoil. If, by a temperate enjoyment of the - 
-bounties of Providence, or meek acquieſ- | 
| cence under preſent ſuffering, he can 
bring himſelf to that ſtate of mind which 


will make him leſs dependant on the 
changes of time, and the events of life, 


he can have no claim to the character of 
a wiſe man, if he do not cheerfully and 
_ reſolutely apply to the duties of his con- 
dition. He knows it is not in his power 
| 1 avoid every calamity ; but it is in his 
Loa power, 
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(4 10 in ſome degree, to attain a ming 


incapable of being hurt by any kind of 
adverſity. He cannot command a con- 


ſtant ſucceſſion of pleaſure; but, by 


checking the inſatiable cravings of appe- 


tite and ſonſe, he can; raiſe himſelf above 
them, and poſſeſs, in their abſence, * 


high ae xcaſon and enen 


. next ENS bh le and 5 


—_ wiſdom. is, that it is peaceable. 
How much the true enjoyment of life is 


| Interrupted hy the violent paſſions of men, 
need not be particularly mentioned. But 5 
it is thought, by ſome, that the peaceable 
man will be peculiarly liable to the in- 
ſults of viol 
his calm endurance and ready forgiveneſs, 
under the injuries which are offered him, 
will render him more expoſed to a freſñn 
attack. Vet it ſhould be remembered, 


nce and ambition, and that 


hat ĩt is not eſſential to the love of peace, 


to connive at injuſtice, or to ſuffer it to 
triumph with impunity. He who de- 
_ Lights in peace is always diſpoſed to paſs 


"IM an a 8885 to n quiedy, rather 


* 
745 


. 


than 5 


— 


han diſcompoſe himſelf with paſſion, or 
engage in eager contention. By theſe 
means, he eſcapes much of the vexation and 
ſuffering to which the diſputes of warm 
and turbulent men expoſe them. But, 
there are caſes in which bis principles 
oblige him to riſe up againſt the attacks 
which are made on his perſon and pro- 
perty. He is perſuaded that it is a part 
of his duty to ſociety, to check the in- 
roads which wicked men venture to make 
on its peace and tranquillity. Where he 
would not do it for any private reaſons, 
a regard fo the public will incline him. - 
to make a ſtand —_— the violences 
which are done, or attempted, and to 
puniſh the authors of them. A man of 
this temper alſo, who acts upon princi- 
ple, and who is not afraid of inconveni- 
ence. or ſuffering in a good cauſe, is a 
much more formidable enemy to the per- 


1 3 of injuſtice, than one who acts 


from paſſion alone, and who, when his 
firſt fire is ſpent, is little able to defend 
himſelf; much leſs, to annoy his adver- 
CON It, in ſuch a ſituation, the peace- 

. 15 able ä 
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able man has the advantage ; in every 


in himſelf, more amiable in the eyes of 

5 85 other people, and a more uſeful member 

of ſociety, than one who delights in 
birawlin g and contention, and foments 5 

| quuarrel ſome diſpoſition, ir in all wm whom | 

. he converſes, 8 5 

: How hide is the family in which, 

Foam: the diſpoſition of thoſe who preſide 

in it, and from the concurrence of all the 

inferior members, peace takes up its 

abode! lt is peculiarly delightful to dwell 
in ſuch a houſe; and all who are con- 
EL: nected with it ſhare its happineſs. Thoſe 

| | of its 'neighbours, who poſſeſs the ſame. 

/ nga, look upon it with pleaſure. 

Thoſe who do not, ehvy its tranquillity. 

Even the ſons of violence are afraid, or | 

unwilling to make any attempts againſt it. 
It is, moſt devoutly to be wiſhed, and it 

is a conſtant. ſubject of prayer with the 
good man, that a ſpirit of peace may be 
poured upon the nations of the earth, 


. Aa . end 8 be put to thße 
5 eruel 7 
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8 other he is, without doubt, more happy, 


or RAVE Iv wISDOM. s 
— wars which waſte the world, and 
bring ſo great a variety of dreadful evils 
upon its inhabitants. A peaceable diſpo- 
ſition, then, is an eſſential part of the wiſ⸗ | 
: Thom which i is en above. Fo 
The e goes on to deſcribe it as 
; gentle. Gentleneſs is a virtue which will 
be eſteemed, in proportion as it is conſi- 


dered and known. The influence which 


it will have on their peace of mind, by 


whom it is cultivated, evidently ſhows - 
that they cannot give a ſurer proof of 


their wiſdom than by ſeeking to attain a 
gentle diſpoſition, and by ever following 
its, dictates. To be gentle, in its firſt 
and moſt obvious ſignification, is to be 
ſuperior to every thing low and mean. 
It ſuppoſes a juſt ſenſe of the true excel- 
lency of man, and a diſpoſition to value 
ourſelves for thoſe things alone, which 
are agreeable to it. Hence it is that a 
dbertain rank and fortune are thought to 
entitle a man to the character of gentle. 
One in ſuch circumſtances, it is ſuppoſed, 

muſt have received an education, and ac- 
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quired manners ſuitable to his . 
The words gentle and gentry are in fami- 


. ur uſe among us; but whether they have 
©»  - "not departed from. their original ſignifi- 


cation ought certainly to be conſidered. 
Too ſay that a man is gentle, merely becauſe 
be is rich, mult be allowed to be a glaring 
impropriety. For, if it be a tetm of com- 
mendation, it can belong to thoſe alone 
who have ſomething eſtimable in their 


Characters. But it is obvious that a great 


Mw — —  — — —— —— — — l — 


fortune may be inherited, or acquired, 
without the aid of a ſingle. virtue; nay, 
in the uſe and practice of every vice. It 

is equally abſurd to imagine that deſoent 
from illuſtrious anceſtors can command 
this appellation, On the contrary, if 
_ thoſe who are deſcended from great men 
are, on that account, inſolent and proud; 
if they are abandoned in their principles, 

and vicious in their conduct; ſo far are 
they from gaining any honour from their 
families, that they fix a note of infamy 

upon them, and are in the way to reduce 
them: to _— nen meatnels;. | | 
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Thee obſervations may be extended to 
e whoſe profeſſions in life give them 


their titles. There are ſeveral profeſſions, +> 
in which it is almoſt impoſſible that a 
_ perſon ſhould acquit himſelf well, with- 
out the benefit of a liberal education, W- -- 
introduce him into them. As this edu- 
cation is ſuppoſed to enlarge the mind, 
and to furniſh it with the beſt ſentiments, 
it is fitted to procure a proportionable de- 
gtree of eſteem, and to gentle the condi- 
tion of thoſe who have received it. But, 
| when education is had purely with a view 


to a gainful calling; when no other know-- | 


| ledge! has been ſought than what is ne- 


ceſſary to ſecure the profits of this calling; | 


. and when it has been ſought with ſelfiſh 


views alone; it certainly cannot confer 


wy real honour on thoſe who ha | 


| coal things are mentioned to ſhow 


that, when 1 recommend the virtue of 


gentleneſs, 1 would be underſtood to 
mean a very different thing from thoſe 


ſituations, | or r to which 


cuſtom has affixed it. The inſolence of 


wealth, the pride of family, or the vanity 


of knowledge and learning, are fo far from 


having any affinity- to it, that they are 
_ utterly inconſiſtent, with it. The rich 


5 — 


and great may have a right to a certain 
proportion of outward reſpect, and thoſeſ 


who fill up uſeful poſts in ſociety ought 


to be treated with the regard due to that 
employment, the offices of which are 
_ executed by them. But the eſteem due 

to virtue ſhould by all men be denied, 
where thoſe qualities are wanting with 
- which goodneſs is naturally connected. 


A kind of civil reſpect ſhould, without 


doubt, be paid to outward appearance 
alone. It is juſt matter of concern, that 
any fincere friend of religion ſhould chooſe 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf by withholding — 


this reſpect. But, to give any thing elſe 
the honour due only to virtue, is nothing 


leſs than profanation. The man, who 
is truly gentle, will not put any value 


on thoſe things which are foreign to the 


true excellence and dignity of human na- 
ture. He is not concerned about the 


honours 


ox Un WISDOM. 
| honours which are paid to riches, ank, 
or ſuperior learning and knowledge, nor 
will he be troubled for the want of ef 
3 themſelves, when he has no ul 
1 ele eee t of Fobuining them. . 


1 it is SAR to a Ts „ 
true gentleneſs muſt be ſeated in the mind. 
and have its original in a juſt ſenſe of the 
- dignity of human nature. But every _ 

kind and every degree of pride is in- 1 
coConſiſtent with true gentleneſs. Tge 
pride of virtue is the moſt inconſiſtent of 5 
all. If the good actions which we per- 
form, proceed from oftentation alone, 
and have no other aim than to procure _. "el 
. ourſelves a name, and to eſtabliſh our 1 
reputation for beneficence, or piety, they 
| loſe all their merit, and we -ſhall fall 
| ſhort of the reward which, otherwiſe, 
we might have obtained. Hence it is 
that our Saviour, with great wiſdom and 
| kindneſs, - gives us this caution ; take 
heed that ye do not your alms, or, ac- 
cording to ſome copies of the New Teſta- 
ment, your righteous actions 1 in general, 
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„ on Tu PROPERTIES © 5 
before Wen; to be ſeen by them 


. wile ye have no reward from your r Father 
', who is in heaven. He then enjoins it 


30 aint 


upon his diſciples, to avoid oſtentation in 
giving alms, and, for the like reaſon, in 
the ſeveral other acts of liberality which 
they might perform; in perſonal. acts of 


| devotion to Almighty God, and in the 


voluntary faſts which they preſeribed to 


themſelves. In all theſe duties, an un 


due regard to the eye and opinion of men 
would corrupt their virtue, and forfeit 


in 8 


True 8 of: ROY I ah very 
reverſe. It proceeds from a low opinion 
of ourſelves, of every poſſeſſion which we 
have: acquired, and of every attainment 
which we have made. Still, however, 
gentleneſs is not the ſame with humility: 

for, though humility muſt accompany it, 
it is diſtin& from it. Gentleneſs is the 
„ ee bumility and meekneſs in 
our converſe with mankind. This virtue 


18 1 in the diſcourſe of thoſe who 
SR . 5 e 


the favour and ee e en 1. ele Father | 


: Hy never mentio 


or | HEAVENLY WISDOM. . 


Sa it. de preſerves them from: all - 
d ſevere ; expreſſions,” and from 
every of cenſoriouſneſs and uncha- 
ritablencſs.. A man of gentle ſpirit will 
always ſpeak to his neighbour, and of 
| bim, with; the, utmoſt candour. He will 
the faults of any one but 
nen it is neceſſary. Even then, whe- | 
4 ther the perſon in fault be preſent or 
abſent, he will treat him with ſuch ten- 
derneſs, as to give no real cauſe of of- 
fence. He is always deſirous to pleaſe, 3 
when he can do it conſiſtently with inte- 
grity, and with the general good of man- 
kind. He is always willing to be pleaſed, 
and to put the beſt conſtruction upon the 
 endeayours which are uſed: for this pur- 
poſe. Hence, thoſe who wiſh to ſerve. 
him, however unſucceſsful. their endea- 
_ - Yours. may be, or however unhappily they 
be expreſſed, in his opinion, confer an 
| obligation. upon him. Thoſe, alſo, wha 
deſire and deſign to hurt or diſoblige him, 


Will find that even his anger, ot reſent- 


ment, is tempered with gentleneſs, and 3 


3 that be. will 1 to no greater extre- 
Hoes . mities 


8 oN THE eas 
mities than reaſon and- 8 will 
juſtify. In ſome, this gentleneſs RE 


to be a kind of natural gift, ſo as to ren- 
der them almoſt incapable of any behavi- | 


our, or any language inconſiſtent with it. 
In others, it is acquired by reflection and 


exerciſe; The former is generally more 


graceful and amiable, the latter is, at leaſt, 


equally meritorious ; the former will find 
2 ſurer way to the hearts of men, the 
| latter wilt bring the underſtanding and 
; judgment over to its ſide, and cauſe them 
to applaud the victory which a man has 
gained over "himſelf. The fincere ex- 
pfreſſions of it whether from nature or 
habit, deſerve approbation and love; but 
the counterfeit is not of the leaſt value. 
_ There is no condition in life, in which 
this amiable diſpoſition may not be exer- 


ciſed. Where is the man who has it not 
in his power to hurt any of his fellow- 
men? He may, therefore, expreſs the gen- | 
tleneſs of his heart, by ſteadily and uni- 


formly abſtaining from that conduct which 
will have this effect. But he may diſ- 


cover me PEE of his heart towards 


thoſe, 


or BEAVENLY. WISDOM. 1 
thoſe, alſo, whom he is not. capable. d& 
1 by his care not to diſpleaſe or 
grieve. them, unneceſſarily, and by his 15 
cConſtant attention to that line of behaviour N 
by which he may pleaſe and gratify. them. „ 
In this way, may a child, a mmm ene 5 55 


1 ſubject, ſhow. himſelf gentle towards a 3 
father, a maſter, or a governor; and, in : | 

MW like manner, any other aac towards . 

= 7 his i ei ee af 

„ 1 the higher | 3 of life afford 0 1 
we moſt ample field for the cultivation «& 
aud exerciſe of this branch of benevolencte. 
Ie is one of the offices of charity which k 

MW appears with the greateſt beauty in thoſe, - : 
| WU who have it moſt in their power to act 

WW contrary to it. The father of a family, 

. WW whoſe heart is poſſeſſed with this virtue, 

BM will exerciſe his authority ſteadily, but 

uith tenderneſs. He will not fail to no- 

> 4 tice the faults of his children, and will 
cake every method, which his prudence: = 

: WU can ſuggeſt, to prevent the repetition of  *_ 

7 them, but he will very carefully obſerve 
„ apoſtolic injunction, not to . | | 


VET 2. 
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„ o n PROPERTIES. 


| bis children to wrath, or to diſcover any 55 | 
bitterneis to them. If he ever treat them 


with any ſeverity, as ſoon as they ſhall 


appear to be humbled by it, he will en- 
courage them by his returning kindneſs, 
and comvince them that he does a violence _ 
to his own heart, when he uſes any other | 


language, or adopts any other behaviour 


to them than what is moſt kind and 


affectionate. The gentleneſs of a maſter 


to his ſervants will, in like manner, direct 
to that behaviour which will make a ſtate 
of ſubjection the eaſieſt to them, and the 
remembranes of their dependanee the leaſt | 
irkſome'to'their minds. To make them 
a juſt return for their ſervices, according 


to mutual agreement, and to add a proper 


acknowledgment for any extraordinary 


labour, is no- more than common equity. 


Nor will a gentle nature fail to pay a cer- 
tain attention which, particularly in fick- 
_ neſs, domeſtics have a right to require. 


Their faults ſhould! be blamed in a man- 
ner fitted to encourage their return to 
their duty, and to make their ſubjection 


. AS 19 8885 _ their minds as is can- 
| : 55 \ ſtent. 
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00 HEAVENLY 


Gene with thd-momereiio@:debtncol th 
relation | between! maſters and; ſervants, 
The effect of gentleneſs in highet! gow 
/vetnors is eaſily conceived, andy after what 
| has | been-obſeryed, need not be deferibedt 
les influence on:theinteregurſe-between 
equals and friends, and the pleaſing direo - — 1 
tion which it will; give to all their ende - 
vours, to ſerve and pleaſe one another, aro : 
Ry obvious. 1 


I et ee ee ieee | 1310946 x 


WORE 


i only remain bee to recommend 
1 this gentleneſs. one. to another, 15 It will : 
be the happieſt effects on our own mind. 
dae eur inersourſe with ſociety, tis 
5 | 


5 apollo. we may 3 e it . 
1 gne of the characters of trye, wiſdom, 

' BB which naturally leads us to conſider It..as 

— ku ae to their - happineſs in whom 1 7 
prevails. It is obyious that a man 
ae ſpirit expe eriences immediate — 
ment from the conſciouſneſs. of it, and 

YH fa a peculiar. pleaſure in its exerciſe, 

= Wu Tough and boiſterous natures meet. 
with conſtant diſturbance and vexation, 


| he. | poſſeſſes that calm content which, as 
| LL dos 
> A 
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ines beabtifolly's Kp 
tinual feaſt. From the foftneſs of his ab. 
poſition; he may, indeed, b 
dings which harder minds are incapable 
of feeling: but, what à poor pretenſion 
to wiſdom has that man, -who would 
8 the pleaſures of ſenſibility to eſcape 
2 kg which. OY. ſometimes 
| W 7 : 


5 1 . 01 ed LEED 2430197 


wir 


» nd 4 . = 2 F 
Is. kg © B ine 6} 1 15 115 4 


0 is likewiſe an eminent part 


of charity, and will wonderfully improve 
all the intercourſes of ſocial life. 


friends to one another.” Theſe evils mu- 
tual gentleneſs would prevent. On ano- 
ther occaſion. it is faid that offetices muſt 
come. Ia the preſent ſtate of human 
nature it is not, perhaps, to be expected 


that men ſhould live together without : 


meeting with ſomething in their cor m- 
panions to hurt or. grieve them. 5 But 
how greatly the prevalence of a gentle 
- Gilpolition will leſſen theſe, offences, is 
— calily 


— 


How 
many evils may be fairly ſet down to the 
account of indifference, 1275 eſpecially of 
unkindneſs, among thoſe who ſhould be : 
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* rn end thoicaſes regulated 


5 ws integrity and 2 regard 4 the willief 


. God. a in an obſcute ſtation; and af | 
ſſmall abilities, may vie in merit, and per- 
1 . eee eee ere ee eee 


wentions it as one of the qharaſters af the 
wildem hich is from àbohe, and puts it 
i. nan ee ppg 
pelo: — Foo ow . 
Koala 2H 70 un ©2030 $65 wolle bus 
1 am well aware how common it e 


2 


7 theatre of tha. — —e— 


7 50 light of theſe humble virtues, and 


them in their on boſomsj or 
_recommernid them to others. Their out- 
eee it is ſaid, is civil and 
_ decent; ? They break ont into no'excefices, 
they: are concerned in no angry dii- : | 
; * mo gs is their love to God, 
ait plaid d Will | 


\ 


„„ AVN Y WISO HB % 
. 4 ans than the grace, bur Uf 
= pw tel wy 'Tiids Ne: er ade” "er! | 5 ” 


ſinp TT 
venly Father? Dos he not fecommend 


7 erg ese S0 : 


the love df our neighbour to us, by his 
own perfect cumple, by caiiticually 964 
ing good, and by the expreſs command, 
thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 48 thyfelf. 
Tue apoſtle John has taught ds that, if 
any man love not his brother, it 3s in- 
poſſible he ſhould love God, and that this 
is the love of God; to keep his command- 
ments. It follows, therefore, that whilft 
' the offices of gentleneſs and mutual good= 
will employ our attention, we are ſerving 
4 bee oa 2 our love to 2 
| thoſe aste erpred aBts of piety which 
conſiſt in celebrating” the petfections of 
God, and m giving up our ene ſouls | 


is along hi eee 


EO may Kill be faid, al thels Peet. 
fy ous virtues are nothing, ſome will add, 
l „„ 5 wocle 
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profit-of thaſe-aboutius, | 
18 reer ohe thoicaſe; regulated 
hy integrity and à regard te the wilief 
3 in an obſeute ſtatiaa, and af 
mall abilities, may vie in merit, and per- 
1 pry rt — —— 5 
oh Iventions 1 45 dene eee 
wildem hich is from à babe, ahd puts it 
in th ame claſs wich purity! of heart, 
5 with |mercy: and its goddiifruits, with im- 55 
pPuartial and undiſſembled charity. Ru e 
1 e 2110 40 JUN er 17 27 Wolle ben 
I 'am well aware how common it is te 
+ mike. light of theſe 6-7 ien and 5 


N TT aan to others. Their out- 

0 . wrardo behaviour. it is ſaid, is civil and 
| decent; i They bteak ont into no excedics, 
they: are concerned, in no angry di- 
puts g but, where is their love to God, 
wWbers ig ſheir fait TER Will 


|  wich:the deſign that they my ore n! 


adde offices of gentleneſs and mutual goods | 
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or Av ANI V WISDOM: - 


cher ſource than the grave, Tibut;” of 
love f God? Has he dt Base tf 


cheriſh” one anbther? 1s it poſſible "for 
them heedleſbly to grieve, hurt, or offend 
2 bother, without diſpleaſing their hes 
venly Father ? Does he not fecemmend 
_ theloys of dur neighbour to us, by His 
on perfect eumple, by eeiitirjually dos 
ing good, and by the expreſs command, 
thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 
Tue apoſtle” John has taught üs that, if 
any man love not his brother, it is in- 
poſſible he ſhould love God, and that this 

is the love of God} to keep his command- 
ments. It follows, therefore, that whilft 


will employ our attention, we are ſerving . 
Sod. Thus do we teſtify our love to 5 
mum, and are in the beſt diſpoſition for 
thoſe more expreſs! acts of piety which 
 eonfiſt! in celebrating the perfections of 
God, and tv giving up our nene ſouls 
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Veorſe chen nothing. vidbens, füt e 


Chriſt, Now, 1. do moſt freely acknow- 
6 Folge: the efficacy. of faith in Chriſt; but 
| | _ thay itſelf. better * 
mple e oß Chriſt? 14. there = 


9 any — id. which he recommends 
more, to | his diſciples than love one ano- 
ther 2 Tbeir friendly union with one 
another would afford a proof of the 5 
© divinity of the chriſtian religion, and 
Prepare them to become a with the 
Habe and hienGdfe ci n ee dem wits 
: 23145 48111 18 1 « * N 990 fuel 5 Ii STO HH 15 
Next to his regard to the will of his 
Father, ſtands his love to man: nay, by 
: the offices of AER PR expreſſed 5 
Sp ee eee 209 alter due | 
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dur great delight, and let us diſtinguiſh - 

' ourſelves by mutua forbearance and for- ; 5 
- giveneſs.. e en _ 
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E learn from the context that) 
iſt, the forerunner. of Jeſus, be- 
thrown into priſon, by Herod, for 
freedom which he took in reproving 
faults of that prince, and defpairing 


of ever recovering his liberty, ſent two 


his diſciples to Jeſus with this queſ- 


* 


tion; art thou he whe | 


© 15327 ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD = 
or do we look for another? An account 
had been brought him, in his confine- 5 
ment; of the great and illuſtrious mira- 
cles which Jeſus had performed. John 
himſelf had, a little before, given a very 
noble teſtimony to the character 
Saviour. Vet ſtill, for ſome reaſon or 


er of out 


other, he demands farther ſatisfaction. 
But many perſons, unwilling to allow _ 


that John could, ever after, doubt of the 
truth of what, by the inſpiration of God, 


he himſelf had declared, have had re- 


coyrſe to different gg of n 5 
paſags.of keien. e 


15 9 es. boo ao 5 . 

Fre diſciples with this deſign only, to 
know if Jeſus, the fame of whoſe mira- 
: cles had, juſt been brought him, was the 
ſame perſon to whom he had before given 
= 3 But ns is en of s 
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bim that it was the ſame perſon whom. be 
. bac baptized, and whom he bad declared 
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Others ne a that Joh a 5 
his diſciples to Jeſus; not as wanting 
ſatisfaction himſelf, but to remove their 
doubts, and to obtain for them, from the 
mouth of Jeſus, that diſcovery of his 


character and office which might be 


the means of ſecuring their conſtant, | un- 


ſhaken regard to the Meſſiah.” But nei- 
ther does this notion ſeem very probable. 


John himſelf appears to have Ka his | 


difficulties. © Accordingly, the apſwer of 
_ Jefus is directed, not fo much to them, 


as to their maſter:· go and ſhow John | 


_ thoſe things which ye do hear and ſee.” 

The only remaining ſolution of this diffi- 
culty is that which ſuppoſes, that John 
had not the leaſt doubt that Jeſus was the 


_ Meſſiah, but ſent this meſſage as a kind 
of edpattulecicn with him, for ſuffering | 


his. forerunner to remain.in priſon, when 


it was ſo caly t to work a miracle 1 his 


met. 
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„John knew very enn Age be came as 


_ the harbinger of the Meſſiah. In this 
character he had preached the doctrine of 


repentance. | He was likewiſe very well 
Was his ge | 


convinced that; as Jeſu 
da character and office, the ſp 


his actions would eclipſe his own. 'F 

he had ſaid, he muſt increal {hor D 
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"He "ems, 8 to have exported, 


"that he ſhould, have been choſen by Jeſus 
to aſſiſt him i in preaching the goſpel, and 
os. when. he, was thrown into priſon, 

his releaſe would be ſpeedily effected. 7 


But, for wiſe reaſons, he was permitted 


i continue in this fituation, Having 

there received an account, not only of the 
many illuſtrious miracles Which were 
performed by Jeſus himſelf, but of thoſe 

Which were performed by his apoſtles, he 
begins to look upon himſelf as ne 


ee and forgotten. i 


He was ready to conſidet himſelf as N 


better qualified for this office than poor, 


| Inconſiderable fiſhermen, and to conclude | 
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n * had not acted „ the 
character of their Meſſiah, or promiſeck 
deliverer, in chooſing them, and rejecting 
him. According to this interpretation, 
the meſſage which he ſent to Jeſus may 


be conſidered as a kind of expoſtulation. 


Haſt thou forgotten the deſignation of 
thy birth, and the office which thou art 
to ſuſtain? Are we ſtill to look for ſome 
other to be the a ob our I 1 


m_ 7: 30 1 0 


. " 
: . 


= this interpretation f mould Ws to 
contain in it ſome reflection on the cha- 
racter of the Baptiſt, it ought to be 
remembered, that he was in a very diſ- 
treſſed ſituation, that he conſidered him 
ſelf as delivered into the hands of his ene- 5 


mies, and, at the ſame time, given up by 


thoſe whom he expected to have appeared 
in his behalf. If, in theſe circumſtances, 

he forgot himſelf, through human frailty, 
it may be the more eaſily excuſed, and is, 


perhaps, what any other would have done 


under the. like trials. Our Saviour him- 
* ſelf ſeems to have ſuppoſed that the tem- 
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the: preſent occaſion, 'would expoſe hin 
ti ſome cenſure. Hence, os” having | 


returned the anſwer, of whic 
a part, he enters into Ges an 


i preſerve; the good opinion of his friends, 


Jeſs performed ſome of thoſe illuſtrious 


miracles which were a part of his daily 
© bufineſs, and delivered thoſe inftruftions 
to the people which he had ready on all 
| occaſions, and then directed them to re- 


turn to John, who had ſent them, with 
an account of what they had ſeen and 


heard. : The blind receive their fight, 


< and the lame-walk ; the lepers are cl 


« ſed; and the deaf hear; the dead are 


, WE: raiſed up, and the poor have the goſpel 


e preached to them. Jeſus inſiſts on the 
benevolent purpoſe and effects of the goſ- 


pel, with dhe greateſt propriety, on the 


from God, and to convince: this good 


Es 


bn chat, if he _ not ſhare i in theſe 


miracles, 
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and to filence the malice of his enemĩes. 
Whilſt the diſciples. of John were preſent, 
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We cannot cuficiently « arcs wif: 
dom and tenderneſs diſcovered by our 
Saviour, in the reply which he made on 
_  thelpreſent occaſion. It is exactly adapts 
ed'to the particular ſtate of mind from 


which the queſtion has been ſuppoſed to 
proceed. Jehn was harraſſed, as well 
with ſome doubts concerning the cars 


eſs; Our Saviour, there - 
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_ weakneſsas could poſfibly proceed from 
any mouth; he adds, “ bleſſed is he; 
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nation, who, conſequently, had a pecu- 
lien eneration nenne e vf their | 


dition. We may ſuppoſe him to — 
to Pſalm, exlvi. 83 the Lord 5 ; 
oH 5 5 . e the 
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* che eyes of the blind, the Lord taifeth 
thoſe! who ate bawed down, the Lord 
ei. 18, 46 2 l in eee | 
5 — 9 blind mall fee out _ 
e obſcurity and out of darkneſs;'the meek | 


and the poor among men 'ſhall rejoice. 
| es in the holy one of Iſracliꝰ There are 
5 many other paſſages of a ſimilar nature, 
in the ancient Jewiſh books, to which 
our Saviour might refer. For this reaſon, 
: 1 his diſcourſe would have a greater 
effect on the minds of the perſons to 
whom he ſpoke. But, inſtead of ex- 
5 amining the reſemblance between theie 
55 paſſages n the. deforiptions: given of the 

future appearance of the Meſſiah, in the 
writings: of the old prophets, it will be 


on the amiable view which they give us 
of the henevolent character of Jeſus, and 
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in confirmation of his religion, had the 
kindeſt aſpect on the happineſs of man- 
4 Ll He removed thoſe maladies which 
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->>The blind received: their ſight. What 
a variety of enjoyments do the eyes afford, 
in contemplating the beauty and order uß 


f kriendſhip with ain lde ene 
about us! 80 greatly do they contribute 
to the uſe and ornament of human life, 


chat, it may eaßly be .imagined, thoſe 


| deprived of. this eee , 
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ſen able of the happy. event, a. deli- 


| vered them from a diſeaſe, as loathſome, 


5 perhaps, as any to which the human body 
is liable: -and which; in the land of _ 
in particular, ſubjected thoſe who were 
infected with it to very great civil on- 
: veniences. 5 5 benefit of the healing 
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chies, and cut off from all commerce 


8 with their friends and neighbours, were 
ae is thely e ns Pl 


2 id . 


N 1 57 2 1 20 


( 


5 3. * 2 nN 109 5 


2 But the Seereise el OSD h ower 
"> our Saviour poſſelled, for t e good 


2 mapkind, was hot conſined to athoſe - 
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"juſtly argues, no man ean do ſuch 
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1 were the works of him who 


fiſts" on this Wee to obviate ihe 
. Sauer which,” it is imagined, John 
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more i to Rein: newman declara- 
0 of the Old Teſtament, and to e 5 
ate in the New, I ſhall make no diffi- 
eulty of taking the words ab they ſtand in 
aur Engliſh Bible. The poor have the 
gioſpel preached to them. This paſſage 
does not mean that the poor alone are 
partakers of this great prigilaſes” In that 
.. age, the oor: were. the moſt likely to. be- 
come the diſciples, of Jeſus, and in every 
other are they as well qualified as any be- 
ſides, to fulfil the conditions, and to 
inherit the bleſſings of the everlaſting. 
goſpel. Our Saviour acknowledges it as 
a particular inſtanee of the divine good- 
neſs, that the *CL iſtiat 

rather adapted to the eircumſtances and 


 charadter-of the lower part of mankind, = 


than of ſuch as were of a higher rank. 
This is evidently the meaning of verſe 2 5th, 
„ thank thee, O Father, lord of heaven 
and earth, becauſe thou haſt hidden theſe. 


things from the wiſe, and prudent; and 
V 6 haſt revealed them unto. babes. To the 
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beetle b. paul; 1 Cor. i. 26. . For you ſee 


your calling, brethren, how that not 


Wh many wiſe men after the fleſh, not man 
e mighty, not many noble are called; 
e but God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
5 « of the world to'confound the wiſe ; and 
SM God hath choſen the weak things of 
e the world to confound the things which 
dare mighty; and baſe things of the 
& world, and things which are deſpiſed, 
„ hath God choſen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things 


„ which are, that no lech ſhould i glory ; 
« in bie 1 : 
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. God hath not fo ee any of his 5 
creatures to ſhare. the great privileges of 
the: goſpel, as to exclude any others from 
hs benefits of them. When it is faid, | 
as in the text, the poor have the goſpel 5 
eee to them, the meaning ſeems to 
be, that they are not excluded from N. 


on account of their low condition, and 1 5 


that the great things which it contains 
. duch as 28 ar Have, leilore and 
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borm themſelves into ſocieties from which 
M 3 7 "7 their 


12 them, and conſider it as no other th: 
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themſelves demeaned by aſſociating with 
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them at a diſtance. Perhaps they con- 
tive ſuch conditions of admiſſion into 


czmeir fraternity, or ſuch methods of ex- 
 _  -penſe to thoſe who aſſociate with them, 
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fiir the ſociety of inthich Jake be the 
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any who are heartily willing to enter into 


it, and to obſerve its laws. He had none 


ke of that mean pride which would exclude 


1 from his converſe, or from the inſtitu- 
tions of his religion, thoſe who might be 


benefted by them. This benevolence 


of heart prompted him to make the bleſs- 
ing as extenſive as it was poſſible. With 
a peculiar tenderneſs, he adapted himſelf 
to the condition and circumſtances of the 
lower part of mankind, whoſe ſtations and : 
circumſtances, expoſing: them to many 
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Who are willing to be his ſubjects, ſo 


there is nothing eſſential to his religion 0 


which people of the loweſt claſs may not 
_ eaſily underſtand. Ta natural capacity, 


— made up to them by: balls 5 
adhantages. As he does not exclude any 


indeed, the rich and poor are upon a 
level; but, from their fituation, the 


poor cannot have that leiſure for ſtudy, 8 


or thoſe advantages for acquiring xnow- 


ledge, -which their richer neighbours en- | 1 5 


Joy. Thoſe branches of knowledge, there- 
fore, which require à long, laborious 
inquiry, and cannot be fully underſtoo 


but by the application of many years, as 
well as thoſe which need a various and 


coſtly preparation of inſtruments and 


dooks to their attainment, are ens our 
of the reach of the por. 
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Een, containing the purpoſe: of God to 
raiſe mankind to eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt, is not attended with any difficul- 
ties which a very moderate ſhare of 


_ — will not eakily maſter,” 
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- -  buficſt of mortals may afford, and needs: 


no furniture or aſſiſtance which perſons: 
in very lo ſtations may not procure. 
J0o underſtand what has been mixed with 
0 chriſtianity, and added to it, is, indeed. | 
2 Work of great laboug, to which, per- 
hbaps, the longeſt” life, and the «cloſeſt 
application will ſcarcely: be equal... But 5 
What is. eſſential lies in ſo ſmalla co 


paſs, and is of ſuch Cary we mate 2 | | 


chat we may ſay with che prophet, he 
* wayfaring man, though a fo all not 
err therein“ Who is not able to under- | 
1 and a doctrine ſo plain and evident as | 
. that which has been mentioned, that it is 
. _ the purpoſe of God to beſtow eternal life 
on mankind, by Jeſus. Chriſt, and that 
the conditions on which he will beſtow it 
are, that they ſhall, repent of their fins | 
and forſake them. Hence aur Saviour 
ſpeaks of himſelf as come to beſtow eter- 
nal life on as many. as obey him. Hence 
the. 3 Paul calls the goſpel the 
Fe e ed I to nen and Jeſus the 


author 
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truth which, as every man may compre- 
hend, ſo may he esſily learn to what | 
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FEY _ afforded; it may not be amiſs to conſider 
. and repreſent, a little more particularly, 
ſome of the great bleſſings which the 
1 : providence. of God has intended for the 
poor, as well as for the rich.” Such con- 

4. _ fiderations/ ſhould Tefſen the uneaſineſs 
and diſcontent of the poor, ' abate” the 


pride and inſolence of the rich, and en- 


gage both rich and poor to unite in their 
| : hearty thankſgivings to that DO Wane is 
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„ TY of mankind will convince us, 


that the poor, as well as the rich, are the 
care- of heaven. There f is no other dif- 
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ran are ſo apt to be affected, 45 
with that between thoſe who are in low, 
and thoſe 26% are in affluent  circum- 
ſtances. They appear to be treated in ſo 
different a manner that, at the firſt ſight, 
we can ſcarcely perſuade ourſelves that 
they ſtand in the gs relation to the 
parent of the univerſe. But this is only 
the. effect of prejudice and paſſion. . 4 The 
pride and inſolence of the rich may lead 

them to look down with contempt upon 
ſuch as are in mean circumſtances, and 

the poor with Jonging, envious eyes 

fixed on the /| proſperity, : affluence and 

grandeur of thoſe above them, may be 
tempted to think rhemſelves overlooked 
and neglected by their Creator and Gorer- 


nor. But, whatever men may think, it 
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will be found, upon an impartial inquiry, 
- that a wiſe providence: beſtows his favours 


upon his creatures in a more equal man- 


ner than is uſually apprehended. The 
moſt important of the bleſſings of God 
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| * rd peculiar advantages, and that 


which is moſt diſagreeable to them, at 


firſt, by long uſe, becomes tolerable and 
eaſy. The rich may think that they 
alone are the objects of the divine bounty, 
and the poor may indulge impatience and 
diſtruſt of providence ;- but it is ſtill a 
certain truth that the Lord is good to all, 
and that his 8 ha ein are e 
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| Wan life, we ſhall find that, in many im- 
portant particulars, the rich and poor 
are upon a level, that poverty has its diſ- 
tinct and peculiar advantages, and that, 
even where riches appear to raiſe the poſ- 
ſefſors- above others, the diſtinction is 
not ſo great, or the advantage ſo con- 


: port as is commonly apprehended. 
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wry el have the fame powers, WW faculs , 
ties of body and mind; they have many 
of the ſame enjoyments, and the ſame 
common ſupports, under the wants and 
| weakneſſes of human nature. The hu- 
man ſpecies. is diſtinguiſhed, indeed, from 


the inferior part of the creation, by the 


curious ſtructure of the external frame, 


and yet more 85 the capacities of the 


We are formed for a va- 


ſoul. 
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1 riety of actions * enjoyments of which 
the inferior claſſes of animals ſeem utterly 


incapable. They are placed in a ſtate of 


ſubjection to man, and may be uſed by 
him, according to tbeir ſeveral natures, 
and in ſubordination. to the will and law 
of the great Creator, for his ſupport and 


convenience. But there does not appear 


to be any ſuch difference between one 
order of men and another. They have 
all the ſame original, and are poſſeſſed of 
the ſame nature. They have an equal 


right to life and liberty, to their ſhare of 
the good things with which God has 
repleniſhed the earth, and to the fruits of 


3 labour. The e which are 
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: animal- appetites are common to all. If. 


then, nature be ſatisſied with what is 
0 plain and ſimple, and eaſy to be obtained, 


we may eaſi 
what is delicate and ſuperfluous. If 


p ; diſpenſe with the want of 


5 riches give ſome advantages to thoſe who 


are poſſeſſed of them, yet they make no 


3 in their nature, ot in the rules 
by which they ate obliged to goven 


their conduct, as rational and fociak 


beings... They are not raiſed, by their 
are they at liberty to. treat the poor as 
their ſlaves. Even the pooreſt muſt the 
rich acknowledge as in the ſame claſs f 
creatures with themſelves. The bodies 


of all men are formed out of the duſt of 


: the earth, and, tnous 


h the intellectual 


capacities of ſome may have received 


ſame. Even the richeſt are liable to the _ 
Wants and weakneſſes of human nature. 
With whatever conveniences art may ſup- 
ply them, ſhe can never make them ſu- 
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others, yet were tl 


all originally the 


. pighle Seas of hk ind cold; ; 
to the attack of painful, threatening dif= 
tempers, and to the diſſolution of this: 


miortil fœme by death. In the grave, at 


loaſt, the rich and the pobr meet together, A 
_ the mean mam is with kings and coun- 
Aer 'of 3the earth, who built deſolate 
— prlaovs.Gor themſelves, and with princes. 


who! had gold, Who filled their houſes 


wich filvet : the ſmall and the great are 

there; and the ſervant is free from hiv 

. maſter.” The poor man may lament his 
lot; but, from an impartial inquiry, he 
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3 N of the earth. Whatever accidental 
advantages their envied neighbour may 
_ poſſeſs, : God has beſtowed his favour 
alſo on the poor. Their bodies come out 
- of his hands, their fouls are formed in 
bis image and likeneſs. There is a ſpirit 
in man, in men of every different rank 


and condition, and the inſpiration of the 


Almighty "_ . All men 
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miniſters of a gracious Provi- 
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the good things * h they have received, 
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mind reflecting on itſelf with ſatisfaction, 
dare not the leaſt dependance on any 
ernal circumſtances. Thoſe, perhaps, 
Vb are in an inferior condition have the 
1ſt exquiſite ſenſe of them, as it is 


— www eaſy for them. to determine what the | 


true motive of their actions is. When 


_ the rich do good, there may be ſome 5 £ 


for them to fear that they are as 


much influenced by a ſenſe of decericy, | 


5 and to fulfil the obligations ui 


or a regard to their character and reputa- 


dion, as by ' a true principle of charity 
TO IC neſs in the heart. But, as theſe. 
riderations are leſs regarded by perſons | 


in inferior circumſtances; ſo the poor may 


be more eaſily ſatisfied that the love of 
irtue, and a deſire to pleaſe and honour 
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III. I The poor add . rick are a 
favoured with thoſe. ſtanding ee 
for the knowledge and practice of our 

dee wee are derived from the p 


dende of God, EI 


_ tures. God has taught all his creatures 
what is good for them, and what he re- 
quires of them. There is no inſtruction 
end to the knowledge of moral e 
and evil, but what God affords to all 
reaſonable beings. If the rich have ſome 
peculiar advantages for the knowledge of _ 
other things, yet this moſt valuable part 
of knowledge, which concerns what we 
are to avoid: and what we are to praiſe, 
lies open to all. We need only an honeſt, 
upright intention, to know certainly what 
is our duty, in all caſes. If we have a 
fair, unbiaſſed regard to the great rule r 
duty, it cannot well be ſuppoſed that we 
ſhould be at a loſs to know what is agree 
. «ble to it. The advantages which reve- 
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and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


who ge Verb for s _ be W 


unto himſelf 2 peculiar people, ealous, 


— 


+ 1 2 


7 r * * 3 
. + "= Þ . F ; MT 


* 


Thus . pack; as at abs dentnadig 


ying ungodlineſs and _ : 


4 


* the goſpel preached to them. Per- 


haps too, on an impartial inquiry, it will 
appear that they have fewer prejudices to 


the candid reception of it than their 
richer neighbours, and that fewer diffi- 


culties attend them, in the practice of its 8 


duties. The methods which the provi- 
dence of God takes, for the government 


of his creatures, and for the improvement - 


of their virtues, are common to all. The 
poverty which we ſo much Arend. 
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life, the great bleſſing of the gol] pel, 
May God fo incline all our 


open: „ 


hearts to ſeek this glorious bleſſing, that, 
when the trifling diſtinctions of this pre- 
ſent world ſhall ceaſe, we may be admit - 
ted together into the everlaſting eee 


of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 
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i true friend i is, indeed, more 0 5 
a the richeſt treaſures which we poſſeſs . 
. beſides, or than the moſt coſtly materials 
. which we can obtain, to | furniſh our 
Houſes, or adorn our *perſons ; but all 
men are not properly ſeplible of the de- 
ſign e and uſes. of friendſhip, or of the high 
value of a real friend. Conſequently, they 
aſſociate with one another for any other 
reaſon, rather than for that which makes 
human ſociety of principal importance. 
They chooſe their friends for a variety of 
other purpoſes, rather than, for the im- 
1 of their own. wiſdom — _ 
virtue. 


A very 7.juſt charagter « of og friend i is 
. by the wiſe king of Iſrael, in 
my text, in theſe two words, that he is a 
WISE REPROVER. In the preſent i imper- 
"os ſtate of human nature, it is ſcarcely 


to be conceived, that a perſon ſhould be 
255 intimately acquainted with any one of his 
- fellow-creatures, without ſeeing occaſion, 


5 in ſome inſtances, to animadyert on his = 


* faults. HS, he deſerves not the name 
„ Rn e 


7 


of a friend, who can ſee one, for whom 
he profeſſes an affection, acting a wrong 
part, and neglect. to mention it to him. 
But there is nothing which requires 


greater prudence and {kill than to inform 


St of his faults, ſo as not to incur. 
his reſentment, and hazard his friendſhip. 
- - Beſides, it is manifeſt, that ſome kinds _ 
of reproof, however intended, can have 
no other effect than to provoke and exaſ= 


perate thoſe to whom they are directed. . 


5 It is, therefore, juſtly taken into the cha- 


racter of the perſon who is repreſented in 


_ © the text as the peculiar ornament of thoſe 
. who are poſſeſſed of him, that he is a 
WISE reprover; or one who can reprove, 
not only without giving any juſt offence, 
but likewiſe, with a fair proſpect of 


| ſerving and pleaſing. his friend, in the 


Execution of * important office. 


| Though. few have talents for ds 


| diſcharging the - office of reproof, yet 
wiſe men will not therefore neglect it. 
They will have an eye to the beſt im- 
c Wee of thoſe whom they reprove, 


% 


"IE . reflecting 


5 ; $f 3 N. 
x of — * 
: a 7 / 8 ; 
» 
. 


donne e in the friendly intercourſes | 

which they maintain, give the beſt poſſi 
ble proof of their mutual affeQtion. * Any 

| thing, then, which will affift us to attain 

Fg aracter of wiſe reprovers, will tend 
= make us more faithful to the friend- | 

_ ſhips into which we enter; more uſeful in 
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7 performing. the. dutiesrof them; and, in 


every reſpect, better members of the ſoci- 

et to which we belong. It may de of 
fiome uſe, to this purpoſe, to take an ac- _ 

count of the principal things, which will 


5 ſerve to qualify a man to reprove with 


| - _— all Iggy: it is +" 


5 Fifi, That thoſe * nh to te- 

prove ſhould be as free as poſſible from al! 
blame, reproach and ſuſpicion, in their 

1 008 characters. The more faultleſs they 

are themſelves, with the greater decency, 


and with a fairer proſpect of ſucceſs, will 
| they apply their endeavours to correct 


and amend the faults which they may 


W in e The 128 reproved 


. 


1s : 
% - 5 


wiſdom, or with a fair proſpect of lueceſs. . 


1 


2 1 


ON ein REPROOF, Is 


| 7 "Tha very apt to be hurt, and rather diſpoſed ; 
to ſhow a reſentment to any one who 
hall undertake the ungrateful office. If, 


8 . then, he can fix upon any thing parti. 
cular in his character who | reproves, | 


| | ſtead” of applying, to his. own benefit, 


Hienee, if they we 


| 3 is worthy of cenſure; if he reck - 

on him to have more or greater faults 
| * mp has himſelf ;- he takes this oppor- 

| tunity of entering into them; 3 and, in- 


the reproofs given him, is wholly taken 
up in turning them againſt his reprover. | 


e friends before, we 

need not wonder if this conflict ſhould 

convert n into bitter = e a 
| enemies. F 765; 2 875 I PST} It 


W 5 u. . 47. T5! 


d I dg) indes, ue be paid ant be 


_ . faults of others, but thoſe who are fault- 
leis themſelves, the work of reproof muſt | 


de wholly omitted; for no human eres- 
tutes ares in every reſpect, perfect; yet 
dim it is epected that thoſe who enter 


into this office ſhould be better than 


. r Sw TN 


0 


athers; or if they have not any thing 
. extraordinary in NE Is | 
e N ? N 
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that they ſhould, at leaſt, be free from no- 
torious and heinous faults, and, eſpeci · 
ally, that they ſhould be clear, if it maß 
be, from all ſuſpicion, in thoſe inſtances 
in which they undertake to correct 
others. For, who can bear to hear one 
declaiming againſt vice in others, who is 
_ notoriouſly faulty in his own character? 
Who will not condemn his hypoeriſy, 
| Who is ſevere on the faults of his neigh- 
| bours, but can overlook or excuſe his 
own? and, whilſt he is very careful, ac- 
cording to the beautiful repreſentation 
which our Saviour has given us of this 
diſpoſition, to pluck out the mote out of 
his brother's eye, takes no notice of the 
beam or ſplinter, which is in his own eye. 
Thou hypocrite, ſays Jeſus, firſt. 
caſt out the beam out of thine own eye, 
and then ſhalt thou ſes clearly to caſt out 
i the mote out of thy brother's eye. Ler” 
a man firſt of all ſhow his abhorrence of all 
vice, by his care to abſtain from it him- 
| elf, and then will he be better qualified to 


correct, and promote the OTST oy 


| ous ho are ä N 1 
Sreondy, 


mY on win KBPROOF. 5 

Seoondly, Another qualification of 'a 
| "it reprover is ſim plicity of intention. 
If we would make our reproofs effectual, 
we muſt ſhow our friends, that we have 
no other motive than their good, in the 


concern which we expreſs for their 


amendment. If they think we are only 
acting a part, that we have a mind to 
ho our zeal and courage in the cauſe of 
God and religion, our reproofs' will loſe 
all their effect. The ſacrifice which we 
make to our own. vanity, will be a juſt 
prejudice to the ſtrongeſt reaſonings, and 
the moſt pointed addreſs. If we appear 
to mean only ourſelves, whilſt we pre- 


tend an affection to our friends, and to be 


ſecking our own glory, under the covert 


Re 


: 0 8 
\ : * 8 1 3 
— i „ / 
* - 
; | | 
— 


of a real concern for the intereſts of vir- 
tus and religion in the world, we ſhall 

_ for hypocrites in religion, as well as 
in; friendſhip ;- till, having, loſt all place 
in the hearts of our friends, we cannot 
= expot drain Wo 2005 1. 1 which 


7 Sire. a 


The ouly * way to . the re- 


| putation. of this ſimplicity of intention, 


& 


— 


75 difficult, in ſuch eircumſtances, to act a 


% on 1 er Ane zürxoor. . 
is, to take care chat our views are, indeed, . 


- what we profeſs them to be; and never 


to proceed to the painful office of reprovr- 
| ing a friend, but with a view to his beſt 


advantage, by the improvement of his 


virtue. If this motive reign in our 


hearts, and appear in our manner, it will 


give 4 wonderful forte to our reproofs; ; 
but, if it do not, nothing beſides can 


_ "ſupply its place. Its counterfeit will 


ſtand us in no ſtead; for, not to mention 
any other reaſon, it will be extremely - 


part ſo as not to be diſcovered. They, on 
| whoſe faults we ace remarking, will bs 
very curious obſervers of our manner, 
and, if they can diſeover in us RO. 


_ mulation, they will not fail to 'retort it 
upon us, in their own defence; or, pri- 


vately at leaſt, they will do it, if they 
are not willing openly to declare their 
ſentiments. 80 neceſſary is it, that a 
wiſe reprover be free from affectation, 


: and, in reality, influenced by . 


wich he profeſſes, V 


7 


1 * 
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Thirdiy, The reproof ſhbuld be given 
"wa great tenderneſs; It ſcarcely need 
be ſaid that all pride and haughtineſs 
ſhould be far removed from his beha- 
viour, he deſires to do good by bis t re- 
proofs. Vet, there are ſome, who even 

— a manifeſt fondneſs for the em- 

0 | ploymeny who enter upon it with ſuch 

airs of ſuperior wiſdom, that they appear 

only to intend a ſecret. compariſon between 
| themſelves, and the perſon who falls un- 
der their cenſure; they rejoice in it as an 


opportunity of displaying cheir own er- 


coellencies, and throwing a light on their 
own virtues, by the faults of their neigh- 
Whatever ſuch perſons may think of 
5 ene we may venture to ſay, thex 
are utterly unqualified for this provines; 
nor will any one ever be ſueeeſsſul in 
giving reproof, who. does not enter upon | 
it with modeſty and reluQance. It is 


any man without giving him pain; and, 
1 e no good man will ever give pain | 
2 f . wn, 


badly poſfible to mention his faults to 


a %%/ ON: o. RBPROOF. 


26s willingly, ſo he cannot be a 40 7" 
who delights in reproving. A good man 
will ſubmit to it, to approve the fidelity 
of his friendſhip, and to promote the 
adyantage of thoſe whom he loves: but 
_ | then, 
_ ance, as to a painful operation, which 
5 . is neceſſary 40 mt trite holga Stole | 


he always proceeds to it with reluct = 


47 7 7 CI re L =; > *2 ©; FE, 8 f a 5 5 221 


In „ OY 3 great 00 


Who are employed for the cure (of the | 
body, when they diſcover: a tender regard 
for their patients, when they are unwil- 


ling to give them unneteſſary pain; and 


ſeem to feel themſelves the wounds which 
the neceflity of the caſe Og n ar | 
wle. e 5 


his This Sack of drop 5500 


| deſirable. in mental, than in bodily. opera- 


tions; for, by recommending the perſon 


: who, performs: them, it aften ſerves to 


baſten the cure; for what can any one 


- think when he ſees a friend apply to this 
_ office, of reproving and correcting his 
1 a _ ſo mch pain. to himſelf, but 


N 


8 : 8 4 2 3 iy 7 ; 6 ; that 
P * "YO . x A 4 
a ; : ; 5 | 
P 
* # 
„ 


— 
% 


8 


on VINO REPROOF. h 


L a bei imagines, ar leaſt, he 1s perform 
ing a friendly office, and conſulting his 


advantage? He muſt be perſuaded, will | 


he ay, that I cannot repeat them without 
| danger, and that, if I am not reclaimed, 
Lem ruined. This now will make him 


reflect himſelf, and lead him to inquire 
0 whether there be any foundation for ſach . 


apprehenſions; if my faults give uneaſi- 
neſs to others, ſhould they not do the 


fame to myſelf ? and if my friends are ſo 
deſirous of my amendment, ſhall not 1 


deſire it alſo? Reproofs, thus managed, 


as they are leſs likely to offend, ſo they 


bid the faireſt to effect that which ſhould 


always be intended uy d "ay ogy. 


ment of the Oe N Kh 


* # * 
914 . e: * 1 
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wiſe reprover is to be very careful that 


he never blames on inſufficient one | 


either by charging a perſon with what he 
bas never done, or by repreſenting that 
as a fault which is not fo, or at moſt a 
very flight and trivial one. If any one 


. * a readineſs to receive and collect 
| accounts 


* 


om ON o Arnoor, 


accounts to the diſadvantage of another, 


i he be eafily perſuaded of the truth of 
- thoſe things which prejudice his reputa- 


5 tion, even though he may inform him of 
them, yet if he blame him before the 


truth of them is thoroughly known, he 


will, at leaſt, appear to be eredulous, and 


will be obliged. to own that he reliod on 
inſufficient information. This is the part 
rather of an enemy than of a friend, and 
ſhows a man not very unwilling to receive 
a report to his neighbour's diſadvantage. 
A friend would ſift ſuch a report himſelf, 
to detect, if poſũble, the falſehood. of it, 5 
and would rather ſtifle it by withholding, 
. than promote it by giving hie aſſent. He 
will not carry the account to his friend 
wWzhilſt the truth is yet uncertain, till he 
haz a better reaſon for it than merely that 
he may be his reprover. Now if it be an 
unfriendly part to be thus haſty in beliey- 
ing the ill which is ſaid of another, it is 


- certainly inconſiſtent with the character 


of a wiſe reprover, who ought always to 
appear in the 1 1 a _ _ faith- 


ful friend. „ 0 
55 The 
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The ſame care ſhould be ſhown before 
wo ;reprove, that innocent actions be not 
' repreſented{as faulty, and that thoſe which 
are light and trivial be not magnified into 
great and heinous offences. This con- 
duct will make a' perſon appear a ſevere 
and rigid cenſurer, whom it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe, and will only ſerve to take from 
the authority of his rebukes, where there 


ie a real and great occaſion for them. He 


that would rebuke with ſucceſs, will take 
| care that his rebukes be not too frequent, 
| leſt they ſhould loſe their efficacy; and 
therefore he will never hazard them but 
where there is a manifeſt neceſſity for 
| them, He will be very careful how he 


gives any reaſon to have it ſaid that this 5 1 


is his conſtant employment, and that he 
is for ever ſeeking occaſions of finding 
fault. The rebukes of a wiſe man are 


never heard but when there is occaſion 
for them, and then they are always pro- 


paortioned to the nature and ee i 
_ of the I | | 3g 


But a wiſe reprover will not ſeek. for 
thoſe circumſtances alone which ſerve to 
| x I 
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hei * the crime: he will, at leaſt, be as 
dlͤeſirous to find out ſuch as extenuate it. 


= If he muſt condemn what was done, he 


will be glad to diſcover, and to acknow- 
1 ledge, that the diſpoſition: from which it 
proceeded is leſs malignant that it had its 
original in miſtaken views of intereſt or 
honour, and not in depravity of heart. 
A wiſe man, at the ſame time that he 
blames, will be very glad of an occaſion 
to commend; he will not, therefore, fail 
to take notice of the generoſity or good 
nature which mix themſelves with ſome 
crimes, not indeed to deſtroy the guilt of 
them, but to encourage the perſon who 
has been guilty of them, as having ſome- + 
thing good in him, and to engage him to 
repentance. For the ſame reaſon, he will 


— ? * « A *. 
Wo * ; 


not omit to mention any thing elſe in the 


other parts of his character, whom he 
reproves, which is of an excellent * | 


e nature. . 


” 5 


He will 5 _ ingenious to find out 


| : the eaſieſt and leaſt offenſive way of con- 
Wang a reproof ; ſometimes, for inſtance, 
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i Ih will not directly Ach his friend of 

a fault; but flightiy hint it, and make 
him, as it were, his own reprover. 

Sometimes he will take notice of that = 

himſelf,” or in another, which he, Mo. 

this means, brings his friend to take 
notice of in himſelf. At other times, a 


diſcourſe on a particular virtue or fault, 


or à well-wrought moral fable, may an- 
ſwer the purpoſe better than more direct 
and formal advice. Which ever of theſe 
methods appears moſt likely to anſwer 


will be uſed, in any particular inſtance, 
by the perſon who enters into this office 
i vor 1 0 "_ a bes * _ 


* 


Bur the! indirect way has too artful an 
appearance to be often uſed; in com- 
mon inſtances, and eſpecially in caſes of 
friendſhip, it is better to reprove witin 


more plainneſs; and, at leaſt, before we 


conclude, to leave no room to doubt of 
our real intentions. The face of honeſty 


and | oppmneſs of. heart, which this carries 


oN GIVING ABO. 5 


COT with it, can never Kei RY having · 5 


3 ; 


185 . ho. clas 5 lee in = 
rebukes which he gives, may, with good 
_ reaſon, expect that they will be heard 
with attention, and that, inſtead of pro- 
voking the perſon for whom they are 
. intended, they will ſecure his Friendſhip, 

and his amendment. Or if, on 
tte firſt heating of them, he ſhould be 

' . inclined to reſent the freedom which is 

taken, and to put an ill conſtruction on 


| the fidelity of his friend, as favouring 
too much of a harſh, ſevere and cenſo- 


tious temper z yet, when he has taken 
time to conſider how juſtly he has merited 
this treatment, and with what prudence 
and tenderneſs his friend has proceeded; 


de will perceive how much his dera 


is to be preferred to that of the ſmooth. 
flatterer; how worthy he is of his affec- 
tion and gratitude; and how much it con- 
| eerns him to apply his cautions. to the 
improvement of his own character. As 


* Ws in : all e an n inſtance of the 
1 „%% ũ trueſt 
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u friendſhip, ſo in this; when it is 
properly received, it appears, with its fate 


fruits, the ornament and joy of thoſe who _ 
give, and of thoſe to whom it is given. 
For what greater joy can a wiſe and good 


* 


* 


man have than to ſee his friend improve 


in wiſdom and goodneſs by his means? 
And what friend will not be pleaſed ta 


receive ſuch a benefit from one whom he . 


loves da; What a foundation is thus laid 
for their future and laſting friendſhip ? 


And how happily will (they find it, true in 5 


| all circumſtances, that as iron ſharpeneth 


iron, ſo wo a man the countenance of > 


his friend. 


The difficulty of being well aſſured 6 5 


each othei's characters is frequently a 


diſcouragement to friendſhip. As it pre- 


vents ſome from entering into this con- 


. nexjon, ſo it deprives many others of the 
ſatisfactions which they might otherwiſe 


find in it; but the office of friendſhip, 75 
which has been conſidered, gives the 
higheſt aſſurance that it is fincere, and 

affords the faireſt proſpect of its perpe - 


| tuity. The author of this book gives an 


OE honourable : 


31 „ NT 
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= Waben teſtimony to the! condi] tüte 
5 of the human mind, when he obſerves, a 3 5 
that there is a friend who fticketh cloſer = 
than a brother. Many perſons have com- : : HE 
| * plained that ſuch à friend, if any where 
___ exiſting, is hard to be found; but he 
may be certain almoſt of having met with KB 1 
„ then: friend, who has met with a faith MF 

ful reprover, and found himſelf diſpoſed 1 

to lend him an attentive, obedient ear. 

Happy the man who has ſuch friends; 
and peculiarly happy is he who is in- 
dlined thus to uſe: them; to apply their 
admonitions to the eee of his 5 

1 . mark virtue. A | 


0 it! is ; not to 9 52 expettce' that it will N 
5 "xz 5 70 ſo happen, that a wiſe reprover 
will indeed meet with an obedient ear. 
It may appear a queſtion of ſome diffi- 
culty, and certainly a queſtion of im- 
1 portance, how he is to conduct himſelf, 
in ſuch a circumſtance. He that is in 
te hearing of profane or laſcivious diſ- 
cCourſe, and that is a witgeſs to vicious 


7 "I 
5 bebariour, and does not give ſome marks I 4 
Re ns „„ „ 9 8 ; | 55 1 8 


ak o GIVING: REPROOF. an 
1 of his dilpprobation, has certainly ſome _ 


0 didike ſhould be 
ſilence, leaving the company, or a direct 


ſhc V ee ee 0 | 


teproof, muſt be left to the judgment of 


5 - every perſon, according to the different 
0 > circurſtaiices i in ne he may be. „ 


"As to the juſt and proper behaviour to A 
one with whom we have lived i in friendly 1 


union, and whoſe conduct we ſee „ 


5 to condemn, our Saviour has directly 

pointed out to us the temper which we 

ſhould obſerve towards him. We are, 

flirſt of all, to tell him of his faults, whe- : 

| ther it be an offence or injury to our- | 
ſelves, or to another, in a private man- 

ner ; and if this have the deſired effect, 

- we are to be immediately reconciled 5 

him. But, if this method be ineffectual 

to convince him of his fault, and reclaim | 

| him, we are to take another or two with 


| 5 us, that nothing may be wanting which 
they can urge for this purpoſe; and that 


they may be witneſſes of the prudent 
| meaſures which we purſue. ' If this will 
"cok. win He at him, we are, laſt of all, 
5 UVV 
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to toll it to che church, or to that ſdelety | 
of chriſtians to which We both belong, 
Where their conſtitutlon and form of go- 
vernment will admit of It; and if he diſ- 
regard their admonitlon, we are, from 
that time, at liberty to confider him 6 
a perſon with whom we will have no 
| friendly ſociety, and with whom we de- 
+ ire no religious tatercourſe, however we 
may {till be ready to any of the offices of 
common humanity, which it bs in 5 
0 to diſcharge, | 


F Y 4 3 


The equity” of doch ble i 8 
appear reaſonable to every one who con- 
ſiders it; and the happy effect of the wiſe 
_ obſervance of it, to to, prevent and remove 


offences, and to put a ſtop to quarrels 


and contentions, muſt be obvious to o every 
attentive mind. . 


bbs . our e ee 
us in the chriſtian inſtitution, but the 
moſt effectual / way of preſerving and ſecu- 

ring them muſt, of neceſſity, be loft to 
the —— "On piety of "Oy particular 
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On receiving Rr o 1 5 
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PROVBRDS . 1 Fe | 
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Tas E e of a wiſe roprover, 
which: is repeſented in the text, as the 
pecullar ornament of thoſe who are diſ- 

poſed to pay à proper regard to his ro- 
proofs, may be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
that of a rigid and ſevere cenſurer, who 
is perpetually diſcourſing on the degene- 
racy of the age, and the imperfections 
and faults of thoſe with whom he con- 
verſes, Whilſt the latter is the object 
| P 3 | 192 
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of our. contempt | and abhorrence, the 


former is entitled to our, higheſt honour; 


WVhbilſt the latter is the torment of thoſe 


: 1 who live with him, and the peſt of hu- 


7 man ſocieties, | the former. Is the faithful x 


_ . 
9 
P 


| Friend and the diſtinguiſhed ornament of — 
5 I aten, F | 


$ $4 ; 
? CEP 
* 


But, a8 | chats kate may ber hen 


- 2 reſemblance, it may be uſeful to ſhow, | 


in ſome particulars, the difference be- 

- tween them. And firſt, they are gene- 
rally different in their perſonal character; 

for, as the wiſe reprover is very circum- 
ſpect in his whole behaviour, and applies 
his firſt and chief attention to his own 

- Improvement, the cenſorious man, on 
the contrary, | is very negligent in this 


particular, and is ſo much employed I 
* ſearching after the faults of other people, 


that he is ſeldom at leiſure to attend to 
his own. Or, if his outward behaviour 


| ſhould be decent, thoſe who have the 


opportunity of looking into his domeſtic 
. character, and knowing him thoroughly, : 
5 will Sy find, that. he' gs private 
| EE LR rag 
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5 faults, which his ſaint - like appearance is 


to cover, and for which his ne 1 


1 zal fo | 1 virtue is to a wi en f 


3 
ot 


food, They magnify innocent liberties 


into real crimes, and. ſmall faults into . 
Et great ones; and they will not only exag- 1 
HL. gerate, but even inyent, rather than not | 


receive their en e en 8 


N 
. 5 


Futhkul friends will ſeldom mention 1 : 


: the faults of another but to the perſon 


himſelf; the cenſorious are the buſy - 


e of them. : 


. 333 


| HR wiſe LIP faithful: coprover' is 6 
: wht tber a fault; and, as he 
will not haſtily take up a report, to the 
5 diſadvantage of another, ſo, when the 
lu is notorious, he is glad to find that = 
it is no fault, or lefs fo than he had at 
_- firſt apprehended ; whereas the cenſorious 
are buſy to gain intelligence, are glad 8 
| | hear of any thing which they may blame, 
ind hunger after what may gratify their 
peeviſn humour, as for their neceſſary i 
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In a word, the former never teptove 
: eee neceſſity, reluctantly, and with 
a manifeſt tenderneſs; the latter diſcover 
a pleaſure in it, and think their reproofs 
can never be too ſevere. The former 
- | deſire to do good by their reproofs ; the 
latter only to n "_ own: ee 
| 1 il- nature. , e ie 


"Te is poſſible, however, that e evon | thoſe 
who deliver their reproofs with the great- 
| eſt fidelity and tenderneſs, may not be fo 
' ſucceſsful in this friendly application as - 
they could defire, There are perſons 
who will not bear to have any one talk to 
them on this delicate ſubject; they are 
not diſpoſed to amend, and they care not 
how little is ſuggeſted. to them of the 


4 1 
4 4 * 4 


To ſee, thin” he alone” | witty 
character of a wiſe reprover in all its luſtre, 


. with the many advantages which proceed 


from it, it may be neceflary to take a 
view of its counterpart, in that of an 
obedient hearer, or to (conſider in what 


manner reproof ſhould be received. —- 
Firſt, 


don REC? 5 
FPirſt, It is eſſential to the character of 
an obedient hearer, that he entertain no 
hard thoughts of the friend who takes 
ſuch freedoms with him. Though the re- 
proofs of a friend may wound, yea, though 
they may pierce deep, yet, as they pro- 
ceed from affeQion, and have a ſalutary 
tendency, whatever pain they may give, 
they ſhould occaſion no reſentment, but be 
| ſubmitted to, as neceſſary to our amend- 
7 meat and e 1 bee 7 93048 897 


The falſe 3 which RT ER A 
; a man in his errors, and hardens him in 
his faults, may perhaps be more agreeable 
for the preſent, but is certainly of more 
dangerous conſequence. The worſt ene- 
my whom we can have is not more to be 
| dreaded, than the pretended friend; who 
would lull ps into peace and ſecurity, in 
an evil way. Hence, the excellent author 
5 of the text, after obſerving, that faithful 
ate the wounds df a friend, adds, but the 
kiſſes of an enemy are treacherous; and 
he, ſurely, is moſt out enemy, who a 
1 e 4s in . that it is not N 


1 


— 


wt do it with all the Nee eee 

by” arge which might be deſired, 

yet, if we are ſatisſied of his honeſt in- 

tentions, we ſhould be ſo far from reſent- 

ing his freedom, that we ſhould honour . 

him for his fidelity, and regard it as 2 

- nds of the moſt diſintereſted friendſhip. N 

WMWe may learn ſomething even from the i : 

reproaches of an enemy; and, though MF 
we cannot eſteem the. perſon who defigns . 
us an injury, yet we may eaſily abſtain 

from any violent reſentment, when we 
| conſider that what he intended to hurt 
Ti 5 us, may be improved to our advantage. 
luch leſs, then, ſhould our anger be 

n awakened, when we have reaſon to 6 
lies that the greateſt kindneſs was meant. 

and that nothing but our folly can pre-. 

vent our deriving the greateſt . 5 
from it. . N „„ 
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eas. We „Would hs & * from 
1 any reſentment under the re- 
bukes of a friend, that we ſhould "RIPLEY | 


them wiſe: ROT + py 85 
is | 


* : 


= th 


, hy «a Waden Fe the ener of an 
| obedient hearer, by which he will give 


a moſt evident proof of his wiſdom. Re- 


buke a wiſe man, ſays Solomon, and he 
will love thee; copying herein the ex- 
cellent ſentiment of his father, let the 


. righteous ſmite me and it ſhall be a kind- 
nneſs, and let him reprove me. I ſhall 


| be ſo far from reſenting it, that I will 
5 e en e to him. Wag” 


Bosely, if nay: TP Ya of kindaek 


1 ol for our thankful. acknowledgment, 5 
and for the returns of gratitude, this 
expreſſion more eſpecially, does. For 


there is no other, in which the difinte- 


reſtedneſs of our friend ſo evidently ap- 


pears. He who gives us money may 


— 55 expect, perhaps, that it will be reſtored 
in kind; and may only be putting it out 
to intereſt, to have the ſame or a greater 
ſum in return. Or he may expect to 
bind us fo ſtrongly to his intereſt, by 


benefits, as to have thoſe ſervices from 


us, in another way, which may be a rich . 
. equivalent. ut he who imparts his 
„ Ls | counſels 
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. to direct and aſſiſt his friend, in 

the way to happineſs, ſeemns leſs likely to 
have any ſuch ſiniſter intenti ion. He who 
A and faithfully warns a man of the 
errors into which he has fallen, and the 
miſtakes which he has made, and appears 


only to intend his recovery, muſt be in- 


Bis fluenced by real tenderneſs, and goodneſs 1 
of heart. For what other returns can he 


Es expect, but that his friend, as often as 


there is occaſion, ſhould ſhow the ſame 
ndelity, and, with the like tender regard, | 
admoniſh him of his failings, and labour 
for his recovery. If theſe be his views, 
he is indeed poſſeſſed of a friendly heart, 
and enters into this connexion with a 
view to its higheſt uſe, the improvement 
of wiſdom and virtue. This diſintereſted- 
| neſs in friendſhip is one very nee 
5 n * * returns no ON 
Beſides this, EY colt a us wand 
be the greatneſs of the benefit. The 


ae kindneſs which proceeds from 


real good- will, deſerves our thanks; and 5 | [ 


.the PE ſons which the affection 5 
1 


of nn prompte them 


e wah 5 
ſhould be returned to the utmoſt of our 


EL power. But thoſe kindneſſes which 8 10 


of the greateſt importance, are apt to 
engage our firſt attention, and to demand 
dur moſt diligent return. Thoſe, ' there- 
fore, which concern our right conduct in 
life, and ſtand in cloſe connexion with 
dur preſent and future intereſt}! as they de- 
ſerve, may be expected to engage, our un- 
feigned thankfulneſs. Hence, the friend 


. who is diſpoſed to aſſiſt us in our endea - | 


ee 8 777000 


vours to correct our faults, and to direct 

all the powers of our natures to their 

higheſt ends, ſhould be e 3 = 
our mort n treaſures. l 
| Thirdy, 1 1 W a Maher 0 of wt 
oboe: hearer, which ſtands in cloſe 
connexion with the laſt, that he beſtows 
4 ſerious, attentive conſideration on the 
admonitions which are given him. A 
wiſe man, well perſuaded. that his advan 
tage is intended in the advices and re- 
proofs which proceed from his friends, 
2 will n not only" ow" them down as acts of 
SO kindneſs, 


- 5 . eſs, / which deſerve POW" kala. 
ment, but as uſeful: hints for the direc- 


i . tion of his conduct, i in future life. I it 


were only from a ſenſe of decency, their 
Eindneſs deſerves, at leaſt, this return, 
that their arguments be allowed their due 
| Pei that the propriety of their ad- 
monitions be attentively conſidered; and 
- that 3 Nee e be een in a 1 
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be careful how he determines in this 


| ſuaded, that his friends have been miſ- 


taken. Every one who has been attentive 
to the operations of his own mind, muſt 
| have learnt, that he is very apt to err, in 
the judgment which he paſſes on his own. 


. temper and conduct. The cauſes of ſelf- 


deceit are ſo many, that we are not ſoon 
aware of them all, and they are of ſo 
iüntereſting a nature, that it is no eaſy 
matter to fortify our minds againſt them. 
The prejudices of ſelf- love prevent us 
from e 88 and 4 Judgiog impar- 

85 „„ ea 5 


5 : cath; z- oY that her people ne Wel 


! 


h; trueſt judgment of our character and | 


late. I know nothing by myſelf, ſays 
the apoſtle, yet am I not hereby juſtified ; ' 
meaning, as it ſhould ſeem, that though 
bee was not conſcious to any particular 
_ crime, which might incur the divine | 
condemnation, yet that it was poffible, 
at leaſt, this might be only a fond opi- 
nion of himſelf, which he had taken up, 
without any juſt foundation. Hence, no 
perſon ſhould too haſtily acquit himſelf, 
where his beſt friends ſee reaſon to con- 


70 


demn him; or ay he is innocent, in 


thoſe inſtances; in which ny Have" re- wr 
: FEWER 2g NONE uct. * 
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19 deu mean not that a man is N to⸗ Judge! ber 
his conduct by the opinion of others, and 
not by his own: The impartial deter- 
mination of his own mind alone muſt be 
the foundation of his inward ſatisfaction, 

in the integrity of his heart, and of his 
good hope towards God; but a perſon 
- ought to be ſo far ſenſible of his liable- 
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7 bearers- when he has received a faithful 
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admonition, diligently to obſerve it. >The 7 


pride of ſome perſons will not ſuffer them 
to follow the direction of another, e | 
ö ever: .reafon.:there may be for it. They © 
think it a reflection on their own under- 
ſanding, that any ſhould. be more capa - 
dle of directiog them, than they are of 
governing themſelves; and that to follo r 
the advice of another, is an acknowledg- 
ment of his ſuperiority. Hence, they 


will ſubmit almoſt to any inconvenience, 


; rather than purſue the meaſures which 
anot her. has directed. They love better 
to go wrong, under their own, than 

right, undet the influence of another. 
Need we wonder, if perſons of this turn, 

who are too conceited to follow good 

counſel, get no advantage by faithful re- 5 


1 proofs ? for, however they may need them, 


9 W M0: ſure to. be . by en, and 
| 5 will 5 
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- will: not ſuffer! ſuch ine An on a. their 5 


a i on underſtanding, * to turn at r 
f : ee oy ; eg K £3 Wo * By | | 8 „ 


But ah eh 5 may Vie wiſe 
links prudent in their own apprehenfions, 

it is well if all beſide do not efteem them 
- conceited and obſtinate. This: character 
one who will not be adviſed is ſure to 

have; and it is very probable too that he 
deſerves it. There is not ſuch a differ- 
ence in the underſtandings of men, that 
any one. ſhould be a more competent : 
judge on every ſubject, than all beſide, 


or alone act in e manner as never to . 


en 45 000 II 


4 remains __ thoſe 4 think 1 1 
8 ſo perfect in wiſdom and goodneſs, 
as to need no reproof, or who are too 
obſtinate to pay any regard to it, will 
ſubject themſelves to many inconvenien- 
ces: not only will they meet contempt 
and cenſure, but they are cut off from 
all rational hopes of further improvement, 
and are in great danger of being hardened 
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in their folly. 8 Their faults too will be 
_ aggravated by this circumſtance, that 
their friends were diſcouraged from re- 
proving them, or that the reproofs which 
they did give were wholly diſregarded. 
r is an aggravation, of no ſmall | 
importance, will appear from the deter- 
mination given, Prov. xxix. 1. He that 
, being often reptoved hardeneth his 
4 neck, ſhall be en . and | 
. . without: ene het ee 


19 The . * that of 1 
ening to advice, and turning to reproof, 
is as amiable as this is odious. It is a 
ſure proof of an ingenuous diſpoſition, 
and affords a proſpect of conſiderable im- 
provement in wiſdom and piety. Such 
inſtances, as often as they occur, encou- 
tage wiſe and good men to watch over 
one another's conduct, and, as there ſhall 
be occaſion, to admoniſh' one another. 
This readineſs to receive the good coun- 
ſels, and profit by the faithful reproofs 
| of others, is an excellent preparative for 
We he the ae of God himſelf, 
- | and 


5; 2 for a propel} aſs: of: the ſtate | 
be of er e in nn 10 _ e us. 
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= The intentions PI (Prong: cat 
appear to every man, thus far at leaſt, 
that he ſhould exerciſe himſelf in virtue, 
in order to the attainment of his higheſt 
happineſs. This we are taught by the 
frame and conſtitution of the human 
mind; by the circumſtances of our being; 
by the events which God appoints reſpect- 
ing us; and in his written word. When - 
ever, therefote, we are taught in any of 
theſe ways, by the admonitions of our 
own minds, by the appointments of pro- 
vidence, or by the precepts: of ſcripture, - 
that our conduct is wrong, it ought to 
be conſidered as a reproof and admonition 
from God himſelf. Hence, wiſdom is 
repreſented as crying to us, and under- 
ding as putting forth her voice, and 
he ever bleſſed God is deſcribed as ſpeak 
ing to us; * turn you at my reproof; 
« I will pour out my ſpirit unto you, 
1 will make known my words unto 
von "ales to alarm thoſe who are 
0 35 diſobedient 
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ES Siadedjtnt to all reproof, it is Hid, 
EE * becauſe I have called and ye refuſed, . 
A have ſtretched out my hand and no 
1 man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought 
all my counſel, and would none f 
3 % my reproof, I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity, I will mock when your fear 
4 cometh; when your fear cometh as 
* deſolation, and your deſtruction cometn 
. 4 as « whirlwind, when diſtreſs and an- 
4 guiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall 
«they call upon me, but I will not 
Lanſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early, but 
they ſhall not find me; for that they 
© hated knowledge, and did not chooſe 
5 e the fear of the Lord; they would none 
 « of my counſel, they deſpiſed all my 
« reproof; therefore ſhall they eat of the il 
e fruit of their own way, and be fil- il 
«Jed with their own devices; for the 
Toning away of the fimple ſhall Nay 
e them, and the proſperity « of ow * 
ee e e 
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| hearkening to good counſel, and lending 
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| err a man to hearken to the word of 
God, and to turn at his admonition: and 
 wholſo hearkeneth unto him, as it follows 
the words juſt quoted, ſhall dwell _ 
and ſhall we hap from fear of evil. 


t + chis .confideration.. ber if 5 i 
ö be no other which deſerves our attention, 
prevail with us to lend an obedient car 
to a wiſe reprover ; to place thoſe i in the 


5 number of our beſt friends, who will 


undertake this office; to pay a very ſeri- 
ous. attention to their admonitions, and 
cheerfully to follow them, where they 
appear to direct us 40 EO is 530 and 
ale 1 a 


Let this, hte; be a rule to us in 
the choice of our friends, to admit thoſe 
alone to our moſt perfect intimacy, who 
have ſo much love, faithfulneſs and zeal, 
as to intimate to us any thing which they 
ſee amiſs in our temper and conduct; and 
endeavour, by our behayiour under their 
reproofs, to encourage them to PORE 
= in this friendly vince. | 
. <3. Theſe | * 
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N 4 . 


wP en Kren 
"0 | Theſe alone deſerve to be called friend 
aãs being truly concerned for our higheſt 
_ "happineſs, As to the reſt, they may 
afford us entertainment by their wit or 
Enowledge, or be uſefub to us in other 
particulars, but they can never have any 
Juſt title to a place in our hearts. Such 
2 would tempt us to fin, or encourage 
our continuing in a way At is not good, 
we ſhall Juſtly 2 Weg Up i ef 


9 


e o 
5 65 SES OLE | 4302. 8 . r 
Laſtly, AG we debe to have kiend- of 
this wiſe and uſeful turn, let us, as we 
have opportunity, diſcharge this office, to 
thoſe with whom we converſe, and watch 
over them, as deſirous to improve their 
virtue; and thus, in the trueſt ſenſe, to be 
the helpers of their joy. Human friend 
ſhip, when it is thus directed. will indeed 
be the joy of all thoſe who enter into it; 
and when all other connexions are diſ- 
ſolved, and all other relations are at an 


. end, thoſe who have, in this ſenſe, been 


friends to each other, ſhall rejoice toge- 
5 and their mutual wiſe affection ſhall, 
under | 


| ; ON | RECRIVING REPROOF. . 5 231 
under God, be the: principle of immortal 
Oy. ; 


; "Sacks 3 EEE ah 3 not be | 
eee at the uncertainty of common 
friendſhips, or tremble when they reflect 
on the frequent cauſes of the diſſolution 
of them. Theirs ariſes from a better 
principle, and reſts on a ſurer foundation. 
As it cannot be hurt by any little acci- 
dents which frequently hurt the friendly 
intercourſe of others, ſo it ſhall ſurvive 
the ruins of time; death itſelf ſhall only 
coccaſion a ſhort interruption to it. Like 
the other accidental ſeparations of dear 
friends, it ſhall return them to each other, 
with an increaſed affection; and with the 
beſt advantages for OG: an ond 
5 ae . | 
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poſes that a man may think himſelf tu 

be domething»when | he is nothing; may 
bare a high opinion of his own abilities 
time, be only impoſing on himſelf. Into 
this 1 >; however,” thoſe only can _ © 


* * x „ 1 * x 
L345 bo | 4 FT] = 15 i} 4357 


port 3 5 


* 
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224. 5 ON THE NATURE 
of the frame and diſpoſition of their own 
hearts, and who will not endeavour to 
acquire a juſt ase öf their real 
. e | Fo | | 


h 
7 % 


# 
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It is, in beer, a sl to a man 
to be a ſtranger to thoſe things which he 
may be expected to know. Vet there are 
many ſubjects of which we may be igno- 
- rant, without any prejudice to our cha- 
ater or uſefulneſs. But, if we know 
not dur own nature; if we be: ſtrangers to 
our oun characters, we are juſtly deſerv- 
ing of reptoach. Of ourſelves we may 
certainly obtain real knowledge, and ſuch 
as will be of the higheſt advantage to us, 
in all the preſent and future circum- 
ſtances of our being. Hence, it may be 
uſeful to make ſome remarks:on the! na- 
ture of ſelf. knowledge; to ſhow the ad- 
vantages Which may be expected from 
a juſt acquaintance with our ownihearts; 

and to conclude with ſuch/ directions as 
ſhall appear moſt neceſſary to aſſiſt us in 
| knowing 8 t 2 By what we call ä 
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e limbs and organs ſo admitably 
Jeinodh/cogethery and in ſo wonderful a 
manner conſpiring to the purpoſes of the 
animal life, and by means of which we 
hear and ſee, walk and labo r and per- 
form the other actions to which the af- 
fections or will determine us. Por, 
though this be, without doubt, a curibuß 
branch of knowledge, and ſuch as will 
ſupply us with the moſt obvious and 
ſtriking proofs of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the great Author of nature, be- 
ſides that it is of the higheſt advantage 
to thoſo who proſeſs the healing art; 
yet a perſon may have the moſt accurate 
acquaintance with the body; may know 
the ſtructure and uſe of every member 
and organ, of every bone and veſſel, of 
the fluids which paſs through the veſſels, 


15 and of the ſinews and muſcles which move 


the bones; yea, he may ſee the fitneſs 
of every the ſmalleſt part to its particular 
place; and its ſubſerviency to the good 


- * 


of che whole, and till be eſſentially and 
fatally ignorant of his true and proper 

1 nee _ chat * from which his 
org bow 1 enjoyment 
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- and hopes Percha to 
_ which: cat ER are alſo 
c e Wea Init ert 
J dc vyd poke ot 2 
Nay, further, a: „ 
to know himſelf, mierely becauſe he 
| knows and acknowledges that he is pof- 
ſeſſedl of an intelligent principle, by which 
he underſtandt and ils ofrom the ope- 


kation undo influence ofi:which all, his 


0 | and in we perfection f 
which his true and proper happineſs con. 
fſiſte. Let him be able to diſtinguiſh, ever 
| ſoexadtly, between memory and reflection, 
; fianding and will x:let him be able 
to en the diſtin provinces: Og 
ouliar uſes of ſenſe; imagination; 


Faeaſomz ſüppoſe him t ünderſtand wa 


: relate toceach; be he qualified to anſwer 


nature of every intellectual and every mo- 
ral faculty, the ſelſiſſi and the ſocial affec 
tions, and the ſubordinate ones Which 


every queſtion which can be aſked; 
to ſolve every diſſiculty which can be 
propoſed. with regard to the frame and 
freultics of che * and their 


W Ye eins or! | a ; manner | 
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— of operation; he may Kill „„ 
ignorant in thoſe branches of  ſelf-know= 
ledge, which are the concern of every 
individual, what: his own character ie, 
in what his chief happineſs confiſts, and 
ny ere e to ee that he 
ws obtain it. 8. 
. Sonne 8 9 with the = 
chief conſtituent parts of the human 
frame is deſirable, indeed, by way of 
introduction to the knowledge of our- 
ſelves, in the moral and religious ſenſe. 
We ſhould learn to diſtinguiſh between 
- the animal and ſpiritual part of our na- 
ture; between the pleaſures of the ſenſes, 
ſuch as eating and drinking, and thoſe of , 
reaſon : we ſhould have ſome notion of 
the ſelfiſh, | ſocial, and pious affections; 
of the purpoſe to which they ſhould be 
directed, and of the care and culture 
| which ſhould be beſtowed upon them : 
we ſhould know to what courſe of action 
the conſtitution of the mind ſhould lead 
us, and under what obligations we are, 
nnn, W as endued with focial 
affections, 


1 . 8 


o THE NATURE: | 


3 — thing to be conſidered is, 
box theſe obligations are fulfilled, what 


5 progreſs we have made in the road to true 


bhappineſs, and what proſpect we have of 


attaining to that ſtate of perfection 1% e 


N e for n we are nde 


of, "ol 


en as: aha previous 8 | d 


duties which we are called to prac- 


tiſe is not to be neglected, it will be 
readily. allowed that the knowledge of 


_ ourſelves conſiſts very much in a diſcern- 


1 ment of the obligations under which we 


are, to a wiſe, rational, manly conduct. 


We cannot look into ourſelves without 
perceiving that there are other delights 


and joys, beſides thoſe which ariſe from 
the, gratification of the outward ſenſe ;/ 
that we have the truſt and charge of a 
rational and ſpiritual nature; and that to 


conſult its intereſt, and to aim at its im- 
provement, are duties of the greateſt im- 


rene ne, was a eee of ancient 


bern 5 


3 n "RR. as the, creatures. of e 
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bene confdered as = ee . . 
2 18 5 Me * 866 VVA | 
5 hen r of i it en to Joy FER 
we W en t an uc en of our- 


23 4 — A * „ Va ; 


. . Pg a mean, het ons may 


enter upon a courſe ſuitable to the dignity 


of our heaven - born ſouls. We may eaſily 


diſcover that we are formed to take an 


account of our thoughts and cen | 
to correct and improve them, and to 


make them ſubſervient to our nature, and 
the end of our being. The connexion 
which ſuch ſentiments of ourſelves have 
with the exerciſe of temperance, patience 
and fortitude, - and with all the acts of 
- ſelf-poſſeſſion and of ſelf-government, 
- muſt be obvious to. every attentive mind. 
What man, who knows himſelf to be 
formed with ſuch capacities for action 
and enjoyment as the human mind poſ- 
ſeſſes, will not conclude it to be moſt fit 
that he ſhould be ſuperior to the allure-. 
ments of ſenſual pleaſure, that he ſhould 
ps any of thoſe pains or ſufferings 
. which 


ik: 
Fil. 7 1 8 
* * 


a © on THE NATURE. | 
| which may attend him, in the putſuit of | 
| his chief good and higheſt end, and that 
= * all the inferior appetites 
and inclinations in ſuch a degree of ſub- 
jecdion, as may favour the good order and 
growing perfection of the immortal ſoul. | 
This. ſuperiority to the good and evil 
things of the preſent. life, | or to thoſe 
things which reſpect the body, is an 
eminent part, if not the whole, of that = 
_ ._ purity of heart which is ſo much inſiſtd 
dn in the chriſtian religion. It will teach 
As to live by faith, or to act with a view 
to that ſtate of happineſs which lies be- 
| youd the grave, and enable us. to priced | 
in the exerciſe of mah benevo- 
Innos eh _ true. er. . 


= 4 


| — 0 OLE this 8 of eee 
encourages a generous turn of thinking 
8 concerning our views and purſuits, yet 
IZ it very conſiſtent with the virtue of 
| > humility. Nay, ſelf- knowledge will ef. 
fſecdtually lead us to the right exerciſe of. 
humility, Not thoſe who are acquainted | 
with their own natures, but thoſe: who 


* * 4 1 : ; 
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ments. Such as converſe with-themſelves = 
will caſily ſee that they are imperfect. and 
8 hs ee creatures, that there are many 


eum with pie, and to form too high | 


an opihion of their abilities and attains 


whom they ought to prefer to 


Ts theniftves; that/thoſs who are inferior to 
tmem in one reſpect excel them in ano- 
| ther, and that ſuch as act ſuitably to their 
Ration! and opportunities are worthy f 
their eſteer | 


1, however contemptible- they 
may appear on any other account; "But | 


_ However things may ſeem, on a compariſon 


of themſelves with' their fellow-creatures. - 


afdund them, when they direct their 
_ thoughts to God, all the motives to hu- 
mility will appear in the ſtrongeſt point 
of light, and they will feel, in the moſt - 
ſenſible 


ar 


nner, that pride was not made | 
for man. Thoſe who paſs through life 
without” ſeeing and attending to theſe 


things, however they may be commended 
for their knowledge, in other reſpects, will 
full under the cenſure of living and dying 

; Aang to themſelves. However ſaga« 


pp ious”. 
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ay hahe bee een in diſco) 


- the ſecrets of nature, or in prying i into = 
hearts of others, yet, if they have been at 
little pains to know themſelves, eie 5 
_ folly ores the ſevereſt n e 
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be knowledge ef acl " es, 
 includes- in it an attention o the ſocial | 
and benevolent affections of our nature. 
We cannot fail to acknowledge the com 
mon relation of brethr u which ſubſiſts | 
between us and thoſe who partake of the 
ſame nature, however they may differ 
from us in other an This is a 


"principle. in which the obligations to 


truth and i integrity, and all the eee 
_ - endearing offices of compaſſion and bene- 
Hennes; appear to be included. The near 
intimate relation of a brother pleads 
an the ſacred cauſe of juſtice and of 
charity, and leaves all ſuch without excuſe 
as knowingly deſert them. If we enter 
into any degree of i intimacy with our own. 
hearts, we cannot . poſſibly. overlook the 
ſocial tie by which we are united to the 
whole enn, — w_ to a . _ 
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7 {iis 4 rights, and a tender concern for 
their beſt intereſts. * If we know our= _ 
ſelves, we ſhall eaſily ſee! that e are oni . 
a part of the whole community of man- | 
kind, and-that we are made not only to 
5 promote our own private welfare, but to 
promote it by promoting that alſo of _ 
9 75 others. We ſhall perceive it to be the ; 
intention of nature that we. ſhould. enter 
into ſociety, and have commerce one with 
another; that families ſhould/be built u, 
And larger communities formed; that the 
erre of the whole and of particular parts 
5 eee een _—_ ring who are > beſt. 5 
1 wie intereſt ould be dear 0 al. V 


> ds: we. [he more W W to 1 
5 ee de of the families in which we are 
5 ee we ſhall not forget that our 

obligations to the public are ſtill more 
- ſacred and important, and that no diſtinct 
Ge ſociety or community can have a right to 
our ſervice to the prejudice of our fellow 
3 creatures in general. The obligation to be 
WW 7. univerſal — or benevolence we mall EYES, 


— 


ein o THE NATURE o 


„5 2 . to be moſt an 
A gd invioläbie. Though we may not bt 
| . of any ſerviees which may have 
a very extenſve influence; yet we ſhall 
have the intereſt of the whole and of DE 
every individual much at heart; and take 
eee.erery opportunity which may offer itſelf 
28gö ſerte any of our fellow-cre: tures,” It 
ui be natural for us to rejoice in the 
|, - _ Happineſs of others, even when we have it 
5 not in our pbiver to cbmrributs; to „ 
will afford us the greateſt fatisfaQion to 
| fer a fellow-creature happy from the care 
3 and bounty of Providence, or from the 
iiuſtice; benevolence and gratitude of thoſe 
about him: but the moſt agreeable object : 
of all will be to behold a good man 
enjoying the calm, but real ſatis actions 
which conſcious virtue and innocence 


| 
| 

| _ give: It is the intention of nature that 
| ONT the joys of every particylar perſon ſhould 
BE. be felt by us as our o] n. But when we 
ſie great numbers in an agreeable and 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


_ happy frame; when we conſider the ex- 
_  tenfive influence of uſeful arts and wiſe 
. Jaws; 3. when * we ns the general 
234 T . order 


ob. 9BLF-KNOWLEDGE. ” 5 2 


atderiand; barmony of the. vaſt upiverſe, | 
ander the conduct of its great head, the ever 
dleſſed God; and/when we regard every 

thisg Which we ſee as ſuhject to his 


direction, as entering into bis deſign, and 


as conducing. under hĩs moſt perfect ma- 


8 nagement, to the perfection and e 


of all gogd beings; ſuch thoughts and 
2 employments v will naturally diſpoſe us to 
the moſt rational delight, and will fill 


|  our--fouls with cheerfulneſs: they are 


fitted. to appeaſe the violence of the paſ: 


flocns, to diſpel the uneaſingſg af dau 
and ſuſpicion, to ealm the mind under 5 


dhoſe ſufferings which are unavoidable in 
5 this preſent imperfect ſtate, and to teach 
us the art of (deriving ſatisfaction from 


every: event, and of nde anclelnes in 
Eo in; ry a e 


| a 128 
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T6 That it is agreeable t to our ature, is 
this manner, to keep up communion and 
_ converſe with the Deity, will be obviqus 


tao thoſe who will he at the pains. to 


: ſearch: into their own hearts, that they 
ww know themſelves. It would be 


55 R 3 . ſtrange, 


- 


00: - THE NaTURE!” q 
5 aw: inldvea;/ if ſelf-inſpeRtion; ſhould 
lead us to regard ourſelves as rational an 

| Intelligent beings, and not teach us, at 
the fame” time, that we are created and 4 | 
dependent; that we derive all our powers 
and capacities from the Father of the uni: 
| verſe; and owe the continuance and exer-. 
ciſe of them to his ae and energy. 
It would be ſtrange, indeed, if the prin- 


Aͤples of our nature ſhould ſuggeſt to us 


our relation to our fellow creatures in 
1 general, teach us the various obligations 
5 Wen which we lie to juſtice, denevo- 
lence and univerſal” charity, and yet fail 
to direct our thoughts to the Father of 
angels and men, or not admoniſh us of 1 
the duties of piety and reſignation, which 
the divine nature and perfections challenge, 


and our condition requires: This vie | 


of the nature of ſelf- knowledge makes | 
the ſubſect, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, a moral 
one. But, if in the knowledge of our- 
| ſelves we include an acquaintance with 
the relations i in which we ſtand to God as 


his dependent creatures and ſubjects, it 2 


; will Res natural 865 to . ourſelves 
+3 „ 
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0 this ſubjects of that kingdom of truth 
90 and righteouſneſs which he is ſetting up 
in the world by Jeſus Chriſt. It would 
be inexcuſable in a chriſtian, or in one 

who is convinced of the truth and n 
lency of the chriſtian religion, to over= 
look the obligations under which he is to 
d be expreſſions of gratitude, for the 
benefits which he derives from divine 
revelation. Hence, he cannot be ſaid to 
he himſelf, in a moral and dene ee 
. ſenſe; who is inattentive to the duties, or 
unmindful of the bleſſings, of the ever- 
laſting goſpel. Every conſiſtent chriſtian. 


muſt acknowledge that there is ſome. 


meaning in the expreſſions ſo frequently | 
occurring in the New Teſtament, which 
tre uſed to denote the relation which 
ſubſũiſts between Jeſus and his diſciples . 
that the warmeſt' expreſſions of gratitude 
are due to him who. is mentioned as the 
author of eternal ſalvation; and that it is, 
in the n ſenſe, our duty to obey the 


law of God, as revealed by our Saviour, 


as it- is to-confortn to 1555 beer 5 * 


er „ „ 


To perceiv, theſe . and the 7 
, obligntiond under Which they bring us, 
> an eſſential part of ſalt · knowledge: it s, 
in the trueſt ſenſe, to nnderſtand our own. 
nature, the great ends and proper uſe of 
the nenn powers and faculties which 
Meſs: it is to know what we muſt 
deere may attain our true and 
proper perfection and happineſs... But, 
when we have conſidered hat our duties 
aue, the next inquiry will naturally be,. 
how we have qbſcryed theſe: 1g 
how we baye fulfilled the obligat T | 
ee our nature and e : 
In paxticular, it will be juſt matter 
A whether we have a proper coor | 
ceptien of the ſuperior powers of. our 
aw. When we have formed ſome 5 
erable notion of theſe Powers, and -have 


learned 30 conceive. id what their purity | 


and perſection conſiſt, it will be obvious 
to conſider. whether e he careful ta pre- 
0 ofuthe, mind. and, Mme ; 


enn 


our concern to . it _ the/joflu- 
„ As $4 85 , ence 


85 ſuits; to ſubdue and- reſts 


. tow. SARS cares, and. pure 


- plan pd nkich ans eee, 
with the (exerciſe of our beſt faculties, 


nnd unſuitable to the Nate. and conditien 
| for which we are deſigned? It will bs 


neceſſary that we ſhould know, as diſ- 
tinctly as may be, vrhether we ſack! an 
earthly or heavenly. good: Whether we 
prefer the purſuit and attainmant of, wit 
dom and virtue to the moſt valuable 

cearthly poſſeſſions, or to the moſt exqui- 
tts of the ſenſual pleaſures: | In tho ſamo 

manner, when we come to underſtand 
ie true nature of humility, and learn 10 


gree we are paſſeſſed of it. It hecomas 


mene right eſtimate. of our wn. 
talants and abilities. and to do full juſtice 
ä e 


- 


© diſtinguiſh. it fram that falſe modeſty 
conſider it as the beſt foundation, gf 4 

be qur huſineſs to inquire, in order $018 
juſt knowledge of ourſelves, in what de, 


1 


„1 n ee 
1 eee our weak „der 
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. 
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»4 
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feel that ſocial tie 8 _ 
which unites the intereſt of others witb _ 
0 | neter | n | 5 
on It is to be aue, | 
good unto all. | 


' whether. we habe a love for —_ inte. I. : 
81 y and juſtico 5 2 | 


the ſeri ene ol a dr be ready = =: 
to «diſtribute and: willing to communicate. 
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W is may: be, whether our out- 
actions, which ſeem to have d 
- . reference to the goòd of others, proceed 
No from x'fincere affection, or are done onyx 8 72 
1 popularity, to gain reſpect, = 5 iN 
9 1 185 bre ſome low, ſelfiſn purpoſes! . 
We ſhould know how far it is our deſire to N 
diffuſe that happineſs which flows from AN on 
ttue charity, and is connected wh We: 
whether our endeavours to make this” 7; 
_ happier lead us to inſtruct them in the ' 
pPrineiples of virtue and piety; and to form 7 3 
them to the Practice of univerſal righte- | 
_ -ouſneſs. Do we, in every circumſtance 
make it our concern to do to others ad we 
1 would that they ſhould do unto us a pres 5 
=. cept which our Saviour has determined to 15 py 7 Z 8 
de the law and the prophets, or ta contain 
. in it the chief 1 Ales which 
4 tio! "Ry % 36f 0 LO 5 8 
8 Sol: , M, Sod WIT: 
„„ - 52 the ſame manner, ſhould ardtmantie e 
18 5 ourſelves with regard to the progreſs which = 
ve have made in the divine virtues ; how - [ 1 
J far weare prepared to embrace whatever ap- V 
pears agreeable. to the order and courſe of 
_ Dad's moſt wiſe and gracious providence, 


\ EI 


* * * 
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wat to do eyety thing which: he-commands, 
There is a certain degree of ſatisfaction 
and cheerfulneſs which true piety has 2 
tendency to produce, which, if not eſſen⸗ 
tial to the exiſtence aud ſincerity of it, 
is yet ſo high an ornament to the cha- 
tacter, that it becomes ds ta inquire after 
it, and very diligently to abſerve how, far 
"yl eee oo 21 Barn n 1 m_ $0532 


4 F . 
If Saks fitidhied, ge an > nate: 
aniry, that this is our prevailing temper, 
our general character, whilſt: we ate 
ſtrangers te the peculiar , Gatisf 
hich: virtue and piety- are adapted ws. 
give, we ſhould inquire whence this hap- 
pens. Perhaps it is occaſioned by bodily 
_ Inficmity, - againſt which, though we 
| ſtrive, we (cannot entirely cure it; or, 
poſſibly it may be the affect of falſe ſen: 
timents in religion, which cloſer atten- 
tion, and a more intimate acquaintance 
with, our aun! hearts, would enable us to 
1 t. We ſhauld farther! inquire into 

dhe proficiency which. we have made in 
| tee of the. Au 
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this part of the ſubject will coincide with 

- what has preceded. However fond ſome 
perſons may be of diſtinguiſhing between 
tie character of a good moral man, and 
a good chriſtiaß, the only difference 
ſeems to de this, that the ſame duties 
vhich the fornier obſerves from the prin 
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to lead ſober; righteous; and godly lives: 


ciples of nature and reaſon, are practiſed 


by the latter from a regard to the autho- 
_. vity and example of Jeſus. When the 
___  virtues'of humility, meekneſs, patience = 
and temperance, of truth, juſtice, and 
_ univerſal benevolence are / cultivated from 
a regard to the preſence and authority of 
the Deity, and with a high veneration 
for the perfection of his character, they 
will denominate a man truly religious. 
When they proceed from faith in Chrift, 
and « are N * a principle of 
at; | - Senne 


. VLEDGE.” hy 7: | 
nian 0 But, as the fitſt and moſt 
25 important duties of a chriſtian are the 
ſame with thoſe which the religion of 
nature'teaches; as the obligations of our 

. holy religion appear to be / fulfilled in a 
concern to depart from all iniquity, and 
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1 — Te we PR FOE clearly 605 di. 
5 Anguih what is ultimate in religion, 
_ und what is only inſtrumental. This is 
2 diſtinction of the greateſt. importance. | 


It may prove of great uſe in leading us 


to the knowledge of our true character. 
When we are conſidei 
degree of our faith in God, and i in Jeſus 
- Chriſt; we ſhall be concerned to obſerve 


ring the nature and 


the: influence which they have on our | 


| temper; and behaviour. We ſhall learn 
4 to determine our ſincerity. in religion, and 


ticularly in the profeſſion of the chriſ- 


tian religion, by! the degree. of our love : 


to virtue, and the concern which we have 


to practiſe it. In the ſame manner, with | 
regard to the duty of prayer, it ſhould be 


our inquiry, not ſo much how often, or 
how long we pray, as how well, or, . in 


other words, with what effect to the 


5 ſtability and perfection of our virtue. 


Hence, we ſhall learn to conſider it as 

Oy: worth ons inquiry, not what'is our 

* 
| 4 | (- | 
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N 3 frame or temper in prayer, or 
to what height our devout affections ge- 
nerally riſe, but what kind of conduct 
we maintain in life; and what is the 


| : Pa nature, character, tenour, ſcope, and end 5 
ol our actions. If we do not thus conduct 


our inquiries into ourſelves, with wiſe and 


diſcerning minds, we may miſtake our - 
ſelves, after the moſt deliberate inquiry, 
and aſſume 4 character which does not 
i belong to us. We may think that we 


are entitled to the honours and rewards of 

true virtue, when we are utter ſtrangers 
to it; or may ſuffer ourſelves to be diſ- 
conſolate and dejected, to be diſtrefſed 

with ſuſpicion, and overwhelmed. with 


: ; fear, when we have the greateſt reaſon | 


$1 for religious confidence d Joy." 
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 GALATIANS vi. 3, 4. 


7 


FOR ir A MAN THINK HIMSELF TO BE SOMETHING | 
WHEN HE is NOTHING, HE DECEIVETH HIMSELF , 


| nur LET BVERY MAN PROVE His OWN WORK, AND 


THEN" SHALL HE HAVE REJOICING [HAVE CAUSE - 
70 REJOICE, OR TO GLORY | IN HIMSELF ALONE 


| AND. NOT IN AEZ. 


* 


11 it Fo deſirable that the. inquiry inta 
our own hearts, which the words of the 
text ſuppoſe to be very neceſſary, ſhould 
be of any uſe, it muſt be made with great 
accuracy, and with a particular applica» 
"vow: to our condition and circumſtances... 

„ Whoever 


* 


N : * ; 
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5 : Wink will be at the pains. to obſerye, 
his own conduct, and to inquire into bis 
con character, will ſee great reaſon to 


accuſe himſelf of departing from his duty, 


in few or many, in greater or ſmaller 
inſtances. We are made, it is true, for 
the practice of univerſal righteouſneſs. If 


any perſon be diſpoſed to take an account 


of the nature and powers of his own 
mind, he will ſee that it Was originally 


deſigned to reſemble God, in truth and 


benevolence; and that the proper exerciſe 
of its ſeveral diſpoſitions will lead to the 
perfection of virtue. But, that we may 
know ourſelves, it is neceſſary that we be 
informed, not only what we ought to be, 


but, what in fact we are. If a perſon be 


ever ſo well acquainted with the nature 
and ſeveral offices of piety and virtue; if 
he perceive ever ſo clearly the ee 
and pre- eminence of conſcience, and the 
natural authority which it has over appe- 
- tite and paſſion; let him underſtand ever 
fo perfectly the diſtin characters of pru- 
dence, juſtice, temperance and fortitude; 


yet ſtill may he be a ſtranger to himſelf, 
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for want of applying this knowledge to 
the examination of his own heart, and of 
obſerving how far he acts agreeably to his 
own ſentiments of the nature of virtue 
855 vice. „ 5 „ 


| Whoever with bs av pains 1 to —— 
account of his conduct, will ſee 


2 : elt in a character to which, however 


mortifying it may be to him, it is neceſ- 


ſiry he ſhould attend, that he may have a „ 
juſt and uſeful knowledge of himſelf. 


He will fee that every thing which he is 
obliged to do has not been done; and that, 
at one time or another, he has ſadly failed 
in all the parts of his duty to God, to 


1 man, and to himſelf. - Such reflections 


point out the neceſſity of repentance and 
amendment, and are fitted to lead a perſon 
to deprecate the juſtice, and to ſeek the 
merey of heaven. Then will he know 
himſelf as one who is to ſeek for accept- 
ance and happineſs from the clemency of 
the Divine Being; and, with the greateſt 
pleaſure, will acquieſce in that ſcheme of 
| "gen which gives the cleareſt, moſt con- 
e ſiſtent 


2 
FP 
} 


i 
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| Kfentaccourit of the goodneſs of God, and 

greateſt encouragement to our hum- 
bie SPAN and confidence. Hence 
'S; perſon may derive a new and more 
affecting view of his chriſtian privileges, 
and eſtabliſh ſuch obligations of gratitude 


| 0 to the divine benevolence, which hath 
made this diſcovery of pardon, and pro- 


3 a method of forgiveneſs by Jeſus 
as will give him new notions of 
| himſelf, 2 more ſerious ſenſe. of duty, 
and ſupply him with more powerful mo- 
_—_— the practice of it. i 


These e e may end: us to 
bunt important, intereſting particulars on 
_ the ſubject of felf-knowledge. Our firſt 
_ thoughts on the nature of virtue are apt 
to give us the moſt flattering expectations 
of the ſucceſs which we ſhall meet with in 
its purſuit. We contemplate the amiable 
form with pleaſure; we fee that it is per- 
bea agreeable to our nature, and condu- 
tive to the higheſt and beſt enjoyment of 


dur being. We reſolve immediately, and 


it 2 85 Bs with 9985 1 . 
that 


\ : 
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that we cit make it the Rudy and. purſuie 


ol our lives; we think that we can never Fon 


be tempted to tranſgreſs a law ſo reaſon- 
able, and that we ſhall never be induced, by 
any ſolicitations, to depart from a path ſo 
pleaſant. With theſe views and expecta- 
tions, we enter into the commerce of the 
| world; then a thouſand different objects 
engage and. diſtract our attention. We 

find new views ariſing, of which, in re- 
tirement, and, Previous to our experience, 
we had no conception. Our appetites 
have an unexpected force; our paſſions 
| hurry us on with a violence which we are 
not prepared to reſiſt. We are not at lei- 
ſure to obſerve the beauties and charms of 
virtue: our fair promiſes are forgotten, 
and our ee eee fall to N 


<4 | s 


BON 


Thee 3 homes It * td — 1 

- before we ate properly impreſſed 
with them. We feel great remorſe and 
_ anguiſh are ſurprized that we ſhould be 
_-thius-unaccountably betrayed; are charm- 
e 8 with the excellencies -and 

V 73: beauties 


, ON Tü NECESSITY, te. 


| beauties. of integrity and' honour ; renew 
our reſolutions,” and break them as we 
have done before. Hence are we apt to 
gro more indifferent about the care and 
government of ourſelves, to reconeile our 
minds to thoſe fins which we ſo fre- 


quently commit, to baniſh thought and 


reflection, perhaps to perſuade ourſelves 


that virtue is only a name, or, that it is 


of ſo refined a nature, that it is merely fit 


for the ſpeculation and converſe of con- 
templative men, but incapable of being 


| reconciled to the practice and commerce 
of the world. It is plain, however, that 


reflections upon our frailty ought to have 
a very different effect, and to lead us to 
that kind of ſelf knowledge nga is the 
beſt | ſecurity of our innocence, and the 
trueſt means of the moſt perfect and ex- 
alted virtue. A perſon who would know 


himſelf thoroughly ſhould have juſt ſenti- 


ments of his own ſtrength and weakneſs, 
that he may neither ſhrink back where he, 
is capable of ſtanding his eee 
venture forwards with too great conſi- 
. where As will meet difficulties too 
- | great 


* 20 
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grout for his ſtrebgth; He ſhould, n. | 
| have the ſame: knowledge of himſelf as a2 


2 Ane rwvrknith has of an inſtrument 


which he is to uſe, and u pon which he 85 
vill never venture without ſome good 


aſſurance that it is fit for his buſineſs; 


15 If, by any preparation, he can make it 
more fit, he will not fail to have recourſe 
| JO . ene . bh hot 


ol Le + de- 


250 Thus ay all Gofble amen in the 2 
| uſe and eerciſe of the body. ö They : 
know what burdens they are able to carry, 


| and what: labours they are fit to undergo. 
When there lies before them a ſcene of 


5 difficult and laborious ſetvice, on which 

neceſſity or convenience calls them to 

entet, they will not fail to qualify them- 

ſelves for it, by preparatory exerciſe and 

| diſcipline: - In like manner, it is eſſential 

to true ſelf-knowledge, that à perſon 
ſhould have a juſt acquaintance. with the 
powets of the mind, and with all the ſervi- 
cos which they are capable of performing. 
Then, if upon mature deliberation he 
doth not think himſelf equal to: | the duties 5 
oe 1 nf Ty of 
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] = NECESSITY, we. 
of any patticular ſtation; he will 


fon him. This motive will be ſtrengths 
ened by a ſenſe of juſtice, and a concern 


for the public, which will effect ually 


prevent him from danding in the way of 


thoſe cho are eq ual to the buſineſs, and 
capable of doing god ſervice to mankind 


in this particular office. But a proper 
ſeuſe of our weakneſe muy be of ſervict vo 
us in a Erg fue we mo poder 


to decline: Thus a raloas fe 


ting our integrity will n us to for- 
tify dur minds wich every argument, and 
to fetk the affiftance of that beneyoJent 


being, who, with à gracivus eye, beholds 
the fincere efforts of his fervants in the 
cane of virtue. If we be ſenſible that 


we ate in danger of violating the daw¾s of 


| opere o e eee _ 


4 deuline (the vmployment. He will nei. 
ther expoſe himſelf, nor diſappoint the en. 
pectations of others. A juſt regard to | 
| his ow reputation will make him cauti- 
os of incumbeting and burdening him 
ſielf with ſervices which are too difficult 


, 
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| fiance; we ſhould preſer- see 
warch over ourſelves, and uſe the greateſt 
al igehce/ and care, that we may not yield 
to the force of temptation. - In whatever 
inſtance we / perceive the ſnares, which are 
laid for our virtue, and the hazard of fall» 
ing into them, the more; probable it is 
| that we ſhall eſcape them. We may either 
keep out of the way of the temptation, or 


fortiſy our minds with thoſe principles 5 


which will enable ſ us to ttiumph over it. 
It is very deſirable that out aqua. 
ante with ourſelves ſhould, in this parti» 

| cular, be very: preciſe and , determinate. 
Other wiſe, through indolence, fear, or A 
folie modeſty, we may decline ſome im— 
portant poſt in which we might acquire 
| a juſt reputation to ourſelveg, and do ſome 
good ſervice to our friends or county. 
Nay, we may be carried away by the 
temptations to ſin, through the ſuppoſed 


Jena cg or "NORCO of e 


HA: wr | 
In the hatin of. abou wing: be | 
included the knowledge of our particular 


A | | FD "uu"? 


* duties of life, in chooſing a fitua- 
tien, and entering upon the ſervices of it. 
It will be readily allowed, that thoſe who 
know our tempers and inclinations the 0 
* ee acquire a great influence over 
and have it in their power to ſeguce _ 
. a; or to lead us in the paths of 
wiſdom and piety. The ſame influence 
Which the knowledge of x us gives to others, 
vs may acquire ourſelves, if we do but 
uſe our endeavours to gain this neceſſary 
part of knowledge. Thus ſhall we be 
in our on keeping; rand under our o⁹lꝭꝑ 
government. Thus ſhall we beſt know 
how we may direct all our actions and 
purſuits to the great end of our being. 
It is ſo eſſential to ſelf- k nowledge that 
man be acquainted with all the varieties 
of his temper and all bis changing incli- 
nations and paſſions, that he muſt be 
reckoned very much a ſtran ger to himſelf 
Who is eee ee Sal 50% 
iel T4016 0209] o ar bobwion; . 
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: e is mütter of chief concern, that We 
know, in the firſt place, how we are f-. 
fected by the moral objects of right and 
wrong; with what ſentiments virtue and 
vies are regarded by us, and what impreſs. 
ſions we receive from the great and inte- 
reſting truths of religion. We ſhould 
know what deſires we have to clear dur - 
minds from folly and vice, and with what 1 
degree of earneſtneſs we ſeek to fill them | 
with. arne wiſdony and 1 


NW FRY 1 > ive. 

'$ be 80 W Serbe bes Merle 

ſtand affected to other things; what value 

we put on the riches, honours, and plen- 

ſures of this preſent life; with what tem- 

per we receive the good things which a 
gracious Providence affords, and how we 
12 bear the affflictions which are: appointed 5 
us. From the obſervation of the paſt and 
preſent, we ſhall be enabled to gonjecture 

what will probably happen hereafter; thus 

to prevent ſuch evils as fall within our 

power, and to provide ourſelves with a 

remedy for ſuch as cannot be warded off. 

ene account 1 has been Wn 
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„ the nature of ſelf-knowledge, it i8:6b- 
| vious, that though it be very practicable 


do attain it, and even leſs difficult than it 
may be thought, to thoſe who will in 


good earneſt apply themſelves to it, yet it 


is not to be obtained but by application 


add exerciſe. , The real ſentiments and 
: diſpoſitions even of our on minds are 
apt to elude the obſervation: and inquiry 
af thoſe vo are not very diligent in the 
buſideis We may very raſily know | 
what our external actions are; but to 
collect our real character from them is a 
cmitter af greater niocty. If we be de- 
ſirdus to know: what inelines us to any 
f particular modes of acting, unleſs the in 


er eee at the time, we ſhall 
not, perhaps, diſcover what trad the greateſt 


* influence. upon us. Forifiaftance; when 


we adminiſter relief to a perſbm in diſtreſs, 


zit may; perhaps, be viqueſtion, whether 


of cumpaſſion 


zwe acted from a. 


aud charity or debe, deſire to diſplay 
our [liberality. + Some may think this 


queſtion: unworthy of attention. Vet 


| oertainiy the (ons eee, 
2 . : 4 od 
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praiſe or cenſure, according to the prin- 


eiple from which it proceeds. He wo 


=. 


_ defires' to determine his own character 
ought to know, as exactly as may be, what 
kind of arguments have the greateſt in- 

fluence on his mind. Vet, if be be not 


very vigilant and attentive, he may think 
himſelf very humane and charitable, when 


he is only providing a facrifice' for his 
| own vanity, or taking a more artful way 
of ſecuring his own private . 
Accordingly, Jeſus commands his dif: | 
. ciples not only that they ſhould give to 
the poor, but that they ſhould give with- 


out oftentation. Let not thy left hand 


Know what thy right hand giveth. Vet 
even this private way of beſtowing our 


; charity, which ſeems to have ſo fair an 


appearance, is not altogether without ſuſ- 


picion. A perſon may think he cannot 
_ poſſibly be influenced by vanity in giving 


his alms, becauſe there are no ſpectators 
of his bounty; and yet, poſſibly, there may 
be ſome ſecret imagination that, in ſome 


way or other, it will come to be known; 


. and that the commendations beſtowed 
5 upon 


4 


r 39 ON, THI /NECEGSIDY jibe. 

| pon; ROW will be ſo much 1 

_ 77 both of the actions themſelves, 
and of the manner in which they have 
been done. Since, therefore, the ſecret 
diſpoſitions of the heart, and the motives 
to action, are ſo apt to clude the moſt 
diligent obſervation, the neceſſity of ap- 
plicstion to attain a juſt knowledge of 
1985 ene is eaux emen 1 


1 3 | «4 


Io 
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ON 


Ws l we are Sams a very willing 
to know the true ſtate and character of 
our own minds. The ſentiments and 
diſpoſitions of others we are very deſirous 

to know. Though it is impoſſible we 

ſmould know their hearts, we are very 


we cannot be thoroughly ſatisfied about 
+ the ſecret principles of their actions, we 
are eager to detect them. But though it 
certainly is in our power to get the moſt 
exact and accurate knowledge of ourſelves, 
5 we are content to be ignorant. We have, 
perhaps, a ſecret ſuſpicion that the true 
knowledge of ourſelves would afford us 
158 _ e and. that Juſt views 
| of 


ſolicitous to pry into them. . Though 


| or SBLF-KNOWLEDGE. oY 
6 odr; real character would oblige us to 


abate a little of that vanity and ſelf-c on - 


idence which we are ſo fond of indulg- 
ing. If we knew our own hearts, we 
- ſhould, perhaps, deſpiſe and hate them; or, 
at leaſt, be ſoundly mortified, to think that 
they were the receptacles of ſo much 
vanity and folly. Remorſe and anguiſh 
of mind would, probably, be the conſe- 
quence of entering particularly into this 
ſubject. We therefore judge it moſt 
convenient and ſafe, however ſhameful it 
may be to us, to live and die in igno- 
rance. It is farther a great obſtruction 
to our progreſs in the knowledge of our- 
ſelves, that, if we ever do apply ourſelves 
to it, it is with minds greatly under the 
| OG 1 enen and ee 


W, 


| en not to As whe we really 
are, but to gain a perſuaſion. that we. are 


indeed very good and honeſt. Inſtead, 


terefore, of making an accurate examina- 


tion, it may be our cuſtom to dwell with 
great complacency on every thing which 
bas the l e of beauty and 
Roe 


| awn worth and excel 


deformed + riles to view. Xn a 
come elated with bigh notions of our 
ce, and _— | 
———— our defects and A + 95 
5 fps 
Thie / purtiaiey © to Sing concerns Kell, | 
and; ignorance of our true character in 
| conſequence of i it, may prevail in all de- 
: grees, and ſeems, in a greater or leſs degree, 
Incident to all the ſons of men, not ex- 
cepting thoſe who are, in other reſpects, 
the wiſeft and beſt. To this David evi- 
dently refers, when he ſays, who can tell 
| How often he offendeth, O cleanſe thou 
me from my ſecret faults.” This is the 
| ground of the advice which Elihu gives 
to Job; ſurely it. is meet to be ſaid unto 
God, that which 1 tell not, teach thou 
me; if I have done iniquity I will do ſo 
no more. Solomon faw this in a firong 
light, when he ſaid, he who truſtcth bis 
on heart, is a fool. This it was which 
gave ſuch dignity and importance, in the 
_ of all wiſe men, to the precept, 
know | 


- 


5 or sr. KNOWLEDGE. — 
1 pte, and led them to uw it to | 
a heavenly original, as if the very deliver- 


ing of it was an evidence of greater wiſ- 


dom than could be 1 to fall 8285 5 


be ſhare of — mortal. 


. a complete neee of our- , 


ſelves ſeems to imply ſuch an entire free- 
dom from partiality and prej judice, and 


to beſpeak ſo much candour of temper, 
and ſuch an undiſſembled love to truth, 


hat whoever is poſſeſſed of it muſt, upon 
this very account, be thought to have 
made a conſiderable proficiency in the 


ſchool of wiſdom. But the importance 


of the precept will appear the greater, 


* we conſider the probable conſe- 


* quences, | and many adyantages of it. It £ 


bids fair to cure the vices, and to perfect 
. * virtues of the mind; to give a man 
all the ſatisfactions and joys of goodneſs 


uuith goodneſs itſelf, and to lead to the 
moſt ſucceſsful efforts after moral and 
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| rok IF A MAN THINK: HIMSELF 10 BE SOMETHING: 

"BY |  wHEN un 18 NOTHING, HE-DECEIVETH HIMSELF; 
| BUT LET EVERY MAN PROVE HIS OWN WORK, 
" AND THEN SHALL HE HAVE REJOICING IN - 
 SBLF/ ALONE, AND NOT IN. ANOTHER. | 


\3 
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HE diſtinet conſideration of the ad- 
vuntages which ariſe from ſelf-kriowledge, 
is a ſubject. of the greateſt importance. 
' BB _ So many live and die firangers to them» 
. e that one can ſcarcely believe that 
wee bulk of men are properly ſenſible 
of the benefits which they would receive 
from a juſt and accurate knowledge of 
ee. If they v were properly ſenſi- 
. T ble 


2 


— 


1 


| Bout . me * Fl into contempt. 


s on THE ADVANTAGES 


ble of the advantages of ſelf- knowledge, 
_ farely they would never be chargeable. 


| withh folly of purſuing other ſciences, 


but of neglecting this moſt important 
branch of knowledge. They would not 
" endure the toil Which the purſuit of 
knowledge, on other ſubjects, occaſions, 
and where, at laſt, the acquiſition is very 
uncertain ; whilſt they omitted the N 
of themſelves, in which, if they —_ 
with honeſty and integrity of heart, every 
thing is fair and pleaſant; and in which the 
e, will be . to alt has felitt. 


N - 4 . 15 


But let us * a Giſlinet view of the 
ak tages with which ſelf- khowledye i is 
| likely to be attended. . 


ON. It- Will lead us to . true 7: 
prove uſe of the ſeveral powers and 
aculties which we poſſeſs. - There are 
perſons Who, by certain views of advan- 
tage or honour, may be engaged to en- 
ter into any employment Which is ptr 
| poſed: to them, .howeyer unequal they may 
in fact be to diſcharge the duties of it. 
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The . is;preſeptly made that hey 
are unequal to the taſk aſſigned them, and 
to the truſt cepoſed in them. Then are 


their friends diſappointed and aſhamed; 1 


and they themſelves, if they have any 
ingenuquſneſs, are covered with confuſion. 
Theſe very perſons, perhaps, in ſome infe - = 
_ rior employment, the duties of | which 
were better adapted to the extent of their 


_ knowledge and capacity, might nat only 


have acquitted themſelves very well, but 
have obtained honour to themſelves, and 
done no ſmall ſervice to the public. But, 
by fooliſhly aiming at what was too high 
for them, they have injured, it may be, 
ſome worthy perſon who would have ful - 

filled the duties of the ſtation which they 
have uſurped, and have even defrauded 
the public, by depriving it of the ſer- 
vices of an uſeful character. The great 
ſource of this evil is, that men are ſtran- 
They know not 
- what hey are, or for what they are fit. 
Into whatever abſurdities ambition may 

burry a man, it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed 
* it ſhould. ever Sault * to asbent 8 
N 3” _ ſtation 


on THz | abvanrhons 


12 


ita 164 for which” be e he is Wien 
=; unfit; and which he muſt quickly reſign, 
or continue in it to his own confuſion... 
But, if a perſon hath not very particularly 
examined what his talents and abilities are, 
be may, from ignorance alone, undertake an 
employment for which he has no talents; 
or, if he hath ſome general ſuſpicion of - 
his abiltics, he may chooſe rather to run 


the hazard, than to decline a propoſal | 


Which Hatters his vanity, or appears con- 
ducive to his intereſt. Thus, the mere 
Want of ſelf-acquaintance, without any 
bther bad diſpoſition, may bring a perſon | 
to what is greatly evil and ſhameful. Of | 
n advantage is it that a man know, as 
_ diſtinly as may be, what are his talents. 
Then may he employ and improve them 
in ſome, ſuitable fituation, and have the 
ſatisfaction of becoming more and more 
able and ſucceſsful in the ſervice of man- 
kind, and in the path which leads to his 
on trueſt happineſs and glory. To the 
{ame ignorance of ourſelves, it is owing, i 
that perſons ſo often ſpeak on ſubjects 
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Butt in this, it will be ſaid, there is no great 


1 harm: their folly, at leaſt, if not their 
ſenſe; will prove an entertainment to the _ 
company; and it can ſcarcely happen that- . - 
any ſhould be led away by ſuch empty #* 
” talkers, who themſelves know not at what 


they are driving. However this may be, 


it would be more decent, methinks, even 
on the loweſt and moſt trifling ſubjects, „ 
tat the converſation ſhould be carried on 
by thoſe, who. thoroughly underſtand | 
-_ them. If any important matter become 
_' ſubject of deliberation, or if there be 
indeed any buſineſs to be done, it is well 
if the impertinence of ſuch talkers doth _ 
not prevent the matter from being tho- 
5 roughly conſidered. It is well if their 
noiſe doth not confound the underſtand- 


ing of wiſer perſons, impoſe ſilence upon 


them, or prevent them from II ern. 
1 | 11 VO ſhould nin n 


But whilſt i ignorance of e occa- 
| Howe this fooliſh and diſagreeable aſſu- 

rance, it ſometimes produces falſe mo- 
5 _ telly, or what is e called baſh- 
EN N 45 fulneſs. 
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e on rus ADVANTAGES | 
= . Ingenuous and worthy TERED 
ters frequently experience ſufferings of 
which others cannot conceive. They are 
ſometimes covered with ſhame when, af 
they had a proper knowledge of them: 
© ſelves, they would ſoon : ſee reaſon for a 
_ manly fortitude and confidence. They _ 
continue in obſcurity, when r are 
poſſeſſed of abilities which, in a more 
public ſituation, would arquire great 
buonour and emolument to themſelves, 
and contribute very much to the advan- 


tage of ſociety. From ſelf-ignorance, a 


perſon is embarraſſed with difficulties _ 
which he might eaſily ſurmount ; and "Tg 
fails jn undertakings which, with a pro- 


per confidence in himſelf, __ ba ANG : 
and Ts 276 


2 


But if a. perſon, Hoke Qf-inſpe@ion 


5 and examination, knows what his abili- 
ties are, and to what they are probably 


equal ; as he will not confidently puſh 


| himſelf forward to things which are too 


difficult for him, ſo he will not weakly | 
and 1 decline any em 5 in 


which | 


* 


Dy 9 


-wo-the knowledge of his ab 

be added a knowledge of his temper. 
Hence, if he be confident by nature, he 
may learn to cultivate an habityal caution 
and diſtruſt of himſelf. If his nature in- 
cline him to be rather timorous, he will 

: endeavour 10 attain a vigorous and manly | 
ES | 5 reſolution. > 
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which he may be of real ſervige, - Itis 0 
| true, indeed, it may happen, upon trial; 

chat à particular piece of buſineſs is at- 

tended with difficulties more and greater 
than were expected. There may be ſome 


particular incidents which human ſaga- 5 


a city could not foreſee. - In the varying 5 


eourſe of human affairs, a change of cir- 


cumſtances may occaſion new difficulties | 
do ariſe. On the other hand, a thing 
may appear extremely difficult, in proſ- 


pect, which, when entered upon, will 
prove much eafier. There may alſo be 


an unexpected change in the circum- 


ſtances of it. Still a perſon who is well 


| acquainted with his own talents will be 
_ molt likely to chooſe what he is fit fer, 
and to execute it with ſpirit and ſucceſs. 


It will be of advantage to a man, if. 


— * oy 
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at on TH ADVANTAGES: 
| . He will be careful of fink 


. ing into indolence, under the pretence of 


declining any thing for which he is not 
|  - qualified;® or of deſerting a Nation in 
- ng he might 0 N et uſeful. - 8585 


N 


He who bes a juſt 440 cliowugh 8 5 


. Ms of himſelf will be qualified, in the 4 
| beſt manner, to chooſe a proper ſituation, 5 
and to conduct himſelf in it, ſo as may 


moſt conduce to his ſatisfaRion «nd. uſe- 
DO” e e cots os One CO 
u. e e 6 af Abd 105 
, 110 is that it will be our beſt preſerva- 
tive againſt every kind of vice. There is 
ſomething in the nature of vice, ſo ex- 
tremely diſagreeable and odious to a rea- 


5 ſdnable being, that one would think it 


1 ne ty . the gradual advances which it 


need only be known, in order that it may 
be avoided; _ Through inadvertence is a 
vicious temper uſually formed; and for 
Want of knowing themſelves do men con- 
tinue in it. Very often are we ftrangers 
to the progreſs of vice. We are not 
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makes, or by what means it grows into a 
confirmed and inveterate habit. There f is. 


a a degree of ſelfiſhneſs and partiality in our 


natures, which leads us to paſs a favour- 


able opinion on every thing which we do 


..-_ ourſelves, and, often, on every thing which 0 


belongs to us. There is in us ſuch an 


entire want of ſuſpicion, that we cannot 


chink it poſſible that any unobſerved evil 
is ſtealing upon us. In a ſtate of the 


moſt confirmed health, we might as 


| eaſily be perſuaded that we were languiſh- 
ing with a conſumption, or in the pa- 


roxyſms of a fever, as that we are in dan= 
ger of contracting thoſe, diſpoſitions which 
will end in all the ignominy and miſery 
of vice. Now, as it is eaſy to conceive | 
| that a perſon may be impoſed upon, in 
almoſt any degree, by a friend of whom 


he has not the leaſt ſuſpicion, and who is 


admitted to the greateſt intimacy with 
bim; ſo if he be entirely free from all 


diſtruſt of himſelf, if he never inquire 


into his real character, or only inquire F 
that the fond opinions which he has 
entertained may be confirmed, we need 


not ſo much wonder, if almoſt every one 
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Ds, ſooner. perceive. what he really is, 
5 1 | he does himſelf. "df, in any, partic 

3 inſtance, he entertain an 
huis character, it is caly to ſcreen it from 

cao cloſe a ſerutiny. If what is difagree- 
able and odious riſe to view, he may turn 
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away this eyes from an object ſo ungrate- 


Ful. If any thing happen to bring his 5 


flault to his thoughts, he can conceal, 
diſguiſe, or alter the true natyre of it. 


Hence, the moſt abandoned profligates 


.- fancy themſelves only men of pleaſure. 
Hence, they who ſpend their ſubſtance in 

- _  riotous living paſs for hoſpitable and ges- 
nerous characters. Hence, a man thinks 
- he is only prudent and careful, when he 
is guilty of the meaneſt parſimony ar 
that he is only doing a piece of juſtice ho 
_ family, when he is oppreſſing his 

1 dependants, and grinding the faces of the | 

poor. Theſe vices: proceed, in a great 
meaſure, from ſelf-ignorance and par- 

tiality. If we knew ourſelves, we ſhould 


be aware of the entrance of every fin, and 


. O'S to. check it, 1 to hes 8 855 
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As he knowledge of ourſelves. id ef 
x _ to prevent the entrance and Progreſs 1 
of fin, in general, ſo it will prove an 
excellent antidote for ſome particular ſins. 
As for inſtance, it will bez moſt eſpecially, : 
effectual to keep us. from pride. They 
who are i ignorant of themſelves may ima 
gine, that their abilities or virtues entitle 
them to ſome pre- eminence, and that 
they raiſe them far above the general part 15 
of mankind. They imagine their vices 
dre few, and inconſiderable- They ſel. 
dom turn their thoughts to them; or, if 

they do, they palliate and cad them. 
They; on the contrary, who have a tf 
tough knowledge of their trus nature, 
and real character; are t50 ſenſible f 
: their itnperfections and vices. to entertain 

any high thoughts of themſelves. They 
knorr that their rank is low; ind their 
character very defective; that they fre- 
quently offend againſt the higheſt reaſon, 
and tranſgreſs the moſt: juſt and equitable = 
laws; that they break through the moſt 
— folemn engagements and purpoſes, and 8⁰ 
e in 5 JOY of thoſe fins which 
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they had reſolved to forſike. When, they 

compare with the perfection of the divine 5 
nature the meanneſs of their own ; when 
they conſider all their imperfections and 

nis, in the light in which they muſt | 

appear before God; they are efeQually © 

| mortifled, and all the motives to. NS. * 

5 1 _ „„ 


= 5 i Pr 4 Loden the ee 
5 of ſelf-knowledge to prevent or cure a 
- -___ -  cenſorious temper. When we obſerve 
wWwWuoith what cagerneſs and reliſh ſome people 
aeekcnster into, the character of their neigh- 
bours; with what freedom they ſet up 
their imperfections to public view, and 
with what ſeyerity they animadvert upon 
their Faults z we cannot help concluding, 
_ theſe perſons ſurely! are, in a very great 
degree, ſtrangers at home; or they would 
find other employment for their thoughts, 
EE and give a different turn to their ſatire. 
1 If they looked into their own hearts, 
=—_ Pp 5 would not have ſo much leiſure to 
. = remark upon others. If they did, at any 
RS e, * of __ it "PEN be with 
the 
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light, when our faults come under their 
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the 3 teſerve, and with the utmoſt 


ceandour and charity. They would think 
it an act of good policy to treat the faults 


of their neighbours with tenderneſs, that 


. they might not be the authors of a cuſtom 
| which would fall upon themſelves, with 
2 ſevetity for which they were not pre- 


pared. For, with what juſtice can any 


of us expect that others ſhould be tender 
of our reputation, when we diſcover no 
regard for that of others? or, that they 


Mould take things in the moſt favourable 


notice, if we have been ſtrangers to can - 
dour and charity in ſimilar caſes? They 


who are ignorant of themſelves may not 
Know, or may not conſider, that there 
te particulars in their conduct which 
may expoſe them to cenſure; but, they 
who take an account of their conduct, 
and are acquainted with their real cha- 
racter, ſenſible of what is blameable in 
themſelves, will take care not to be want⸗ 
ing in their charity to others. They haye 
many things to check and reſtrain the 
e of . nn the actions 
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© Bibb! 0 ſuffer from ſuch imputations, 
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| wth the fi an ns will dis a 
| weſuRaries to the Whole affair, and be very 
Fuautlous HoW they enter at all Into ſubjects 
bk this natute. As alt good men deteſt 


the pracklee of blackening. worthy and 


Innocent chäracters, ſo they who know 
tnemſelves will feel a juſt abhorrende of 
hiv critie.'” Nor will they be much leſt 
_ AVerſs to that kind of eulumay which, 
tough it deals in truth, takes à pleaſure 
In depreclating great and worthy chatae- 
tete, by recounting and publiſhing all 
mei imperfections. They know, from 
telt on experlenes and obſervation, that 
there are few whoſe Hives are pure enough 


Were there is much to be admlred, there 
urs faults to be diſcovered, If theſe were, 
on all oeeaflens, officiouſly publiſhed, they 
would have an unhappy tendency. They 
would ſtain the honour of the worthieſtcha- 
ractets; tob them of their fame; and pre- 
Vent {the * wile uſeful example. 
Self 


ON $KLF-KNOWLEDGE ow 
- Belf-khowledge - alſo | makes perſons 
careful how they expoſe characters which 
yet they canhot juſtify, They will be 
ready to expect a better reaſon than merely 
that it is true, before they -will conſene 
to publiſh an evil report, or to join in 16, 
They know the occaſions of fin, and the 
vatlety of [temptations to it. They wil! 
always be ready to ſuppoſe, that theres 
are ſuch $a gs circumſtances as may 
mitigate, and, in ee _— ao | 
eons, i 9%" il Ant 
23 They ha arg ee yo 4 palte 
in themſelved are leſs likely to obſerve 
this caution, Yet the love of ſlander is 

a proof, not only of the wickedneſs, but 
of the folly, of thoſe who indulge them 
ſolves in it, With perfect truth and juſ- 

tice; Solomon obſerves, he who uttereth 
- flander id a fool. Never is the obſer= 
vation: more remarkably verified, than in 
_ their inſtance, who, for want of a proper 
_ acquaintance with themſelves, accuſe the 
ſmaller faults of others, when they are 
| blind to greater in themſelves, Some« 


7  the/wickednefs. of his neighbour, We 
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ile miſer invelghing againſt the avutice 
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mes, too, per 


rſons condemn. n others 
the — of which they are notori- 
ouſly guilty themſelves When we hear 


of this and the other of his neighbours, 
and the proud ſharply: expoſing the in- 
ſtandes of pride in other people] in ſhort, 
when an) wieked man is ſeverely expoſing 


g, this man ſurely. isa 


bmi. If he was acquainted 


with his own heart, he would not only 
avoid ſuch ſhameful inſtances of calumny, 
bilt--be- cautious: of it, in every degtee. 
Thus effectual is i ſelfuknowledge to keep 
us from vice and folly, In the general 
and, more particularly, ee 
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III. A farther. aa of ſelf· know 


ledige will be, that it | will prevent us 


from ſetting up any falſo kind of religion, 

in, the room of what is true, and genuine. 
If this be an advantage of it which is leſs 
obvious, a little reflection will convince 


WO a that it is 4 real advantage, 
* but 
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| put that it has un intlesbte Cconnenlen 


With «Juſt nequaliitance' with our fees, 
Euthuflafſm and ſuperſtition have, it 16 
well Known; deen frequently miſtaken 


for true plety, and (ot In the place of it. 


Wullſe ſome have been puffed! up with - 


fiibh an extraordinary opinion of their 
own ſunckity, as to think themſelves 
| above orditiatiees; as they love to expreſs 
_ themſelves, even diſpenſed from obſerys 
ing the common rules of moralſty, and 
ſo certain bf the divine favour und accept - 
ane, that they might even Venture on 


An act ef fin) to Which their inelinatlion 
Jed them; others, of u more gloutny diſ- 


poſltion, have been haunted wick ſuen 
fours; that they have” never enjoyed any 
peace, and have introduced into religion 
ſo many rites to appeaſe the Deity, that 
they have entirely deſtroyed it ſimpli- 
olty / and, from being an inſtrument of 
_ "hippitieſs," de- 1 eg 
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| Kath the N importance to man: but 


th, he has 8 af God | 
in the abſurd means. 


the error er 10 [ 


nn 
ee e with; the 5 

AC. es they will fall 

under the cenſure of every ſober and im- 


_ partial perſon, Vet, what a ſtrange pro- 
"pod men ſhow i 008; or nenen = 


1 to ner "xp the ane 
hand, of, feat on the, other! But, if we 
be curioue to inquire; into the cauſe, of 
theſe:corruptions,/ we ſhall find that they 
uſually ariſe, becauſe: men are ſtrangers to 
themſelves. For, how enſy is it to con- 
ceive that they, who ſeldom or never 
_ eofivere with their own hearts, yet bave, 


at the ſame time, ſome apprehenſion W 


the ttuth and importance, of religion, 
mould; take up with) the firſt form which 
preſents itſelf, and adhere t it ever after, 
with a zeal : ſo much the greater, as their 
reaſons for choofing: it were flight and 
trivial. Such, perſone, in particular; as 
 theſe;;, who: ſeldom take any account of 

El e | a * i | . their 


Geh. ben they are utterly deſtturs'of 
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eaſily :miſtake their own conceit and — | 


bumption for the 1 ſatiofaftions-'of trus 


piety 3 theit unnatural fervout, for trus 
zeal I and may think chat they are ſerving 
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- IF, on the other hand; their temiper 
partake of fear rather than of confidence; 


ſame reaſon, through ignorance or 
ſelves; they may conclude they have 


may recover his favour,''by the obſerv« 


ante of rites and ceremonies; without 
ee ee er rightoooſkels and - | 
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But if a perſon proceed to the diſcharge 
of religious duties, with a becoming at- 
tention to the ſtate of his own mind, and 


a juſt knowledge of his own character, 
neither his confidence nor fear will ariſe 


without a ſufficient reaſon. As he per- 


” forms, them from the perſuaſion, that the 


„„ intention 


of HDH . 75 
chic 1bpipions and imaginations, /- may 


5 
| Aimighyy but to prone bis own cha- 
1}:learn to judge of theiriuſe | 

q en _ have to eſta . 

ence. This —. 4 is equally applica. 
End to the Aba. of God in general, 


E 0 i tri den . der on 
nth them. Al a who dine ks 
| ds on Fa: 
- abuſe, r think it a Aae dvan 
of the duty of lf-acquatotance,” that it 
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virtues, Whether private, JOCK 
vine. When we diſcover the proviio 
Which God has ; 
olf que, minds uſt, and 
- ee nee advantages 
Which he has connected d with, it, we ſhall 
naturally feel. ſome, Gele ;to live, ſuch 
25 lite. and. gain ſuc] 
wavering reſolutions, as will carry * | 
through many difficulties, and . us 
by rior to a variety of (empiath ns. 
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ſacred! obligations under which our na: 
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_ IV. Ir e 7 we have. a a. proper, ſend ſenſe of the 
nature an 4 extent of thi 
| ce, Fe; ſhall ſee that it naturally' 


lads 40 cu thipg amiable and excellent, 
giaus land. we;cannotibe Ya to, the 


ngs us, to the whole circle, of the . 
„ or. di- jy 


Arangers to the —— | 


U ” whatever 


on. un Abbas 
Whatever regard they may have for * 
tows: of virtug, on other apcounts, will. 
min be wanting in that genuine affection 
for 2 A e ee _ what the _ ; 


a ife; "17 Agron 
plete: 'For want of this ſWf-converſe, 

iy” a good' man 48” miſerable all his 
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from pier the of fir, 6 10 bett, av in 
9 of gratitude for — rein 
Ses which he receives from the hand of 
Gad, bis heavenly Fath chan rom any 
10e to the duties themſelves, or from n 
ſenſe of the exrellency of ee which „ 
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| 00 the laws vf God, is indeed of impor- 
5 1 tande, from w CSS ; principles 7 pro- 

woods. a at _ bas the 5 


unge 
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very worſt» principles, If à . perſon be 


e 


er lo PU eee to take the ſatisfde- 
„ e 2 "witty "without doubt, re ks 

fea: the — 
_ exalted motives, | which are experienced | 
only by the greateſt” and 'noble(t ſpirits 

But Mill; Ie is neceffary chat attention be 
peld te every "motive 10 virtue, which 

may ſerve to promote its intereſts; and to 
 thereaſe the ge pg age e verge oom. 
e s. 
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virtues of integrity, benevolenoe, piety, 
N teſt, as the law of God written 
on their — as what, in che cas - 


wag will Fog — they can- 
not violate them without wronging thema 
ſelves, and breaking in upon that excel- 
lent order which God has eſtabliſhed. 
Bvery inſtance of vice, they will 8 
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are e . er 04 
minds, and who conſider all tl 
meren, an dhe ane RU 


duce to the runde e all virtue, to gain 
wie ſettled perſuaſion, from Kae nent 

inſpection, that this is a juſt account 
— nature; that all the diſpoſitions 
and principles of the human mind tend 
to this one great point, to make ug gOοd 


und virtuous, and to train us up for all 
the eee dee exerciſe of them 
n iet. en AT oe zor. 
oe i G "#11 rials it n 2 39 $24: 
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2 ellis that-this-is ee | 
tation of human nature which all men 
ill ns Thers are perſons-who 
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. very! particular ac · 
count of what paſſes in tllem, who: yet 


8 | VS 


„ 


can diſeover nothing of this goodly order 


but, on the contrary, alhithe marks, of 
the moſt wretched depravity. 80 far ate 
they from acknowledging the living traces 

58 of-thevimage of "their, Maker, that chey 


tend it is entirely effaced, and and that 


| all their nature is fin. 10 ay that 


ſuch perſons, in their pom nn 
had worſe hearts 


Men of the 


mes appeared to delight ian 
for ator } eee 


in 1 ao: ene en . 


point, of an univerſal corruption of our 


Won mature. 5 But their arguments are 


defe8ive; and; all that dn 
res Girly, Fake from the affecting de- 
aum. beer. us, is, that the prin- 


atur beat; that the-loyer incli- 


* - 


+ x 
ns EN | = nations 


mon — tings, would 
be great uncharitableneſs. 
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de may decline from 


you on Thr ADVANTAGE 
| nations may (prevail over the ſuperior; 
and the blas pf the mind be turned, from 
what le moſt excellent and amiable; to 
| nga eontrury nature. But ſtill, 
: ef God's creation in us, in 
1 thety defign and tende hey, 260 fivourable 


80 the (intereſt of righteouſneſb In 1 the 


world; and, when they dre properly cul- 
tivated, will; through the divine bleffing, 
ive ipvirths and happineſs; tid? Hh 
eee ien wad 41 nohng roy? 
| $ilf-eonverſs, however, iti muſt be n. 
” ged; at the fame time that it 
ü netcties us the intentions of (Providgnoe, 
in the frame and order of the human 
mind, will bring to view many mortify. 
Ing inſtanobs of wilful —— 
pl "knowledge of this may ſhame and 
 prieve us, ill will it be bondueve 10 
te greut end of making us wiſer und 
boetter. If, indeed, the examination of 
our on heatts could preſent ut with no 
remains of goodneſs ; with no traces of the 
image of God, in Which we were created'; 
if the whole was one fad ſcene of depravity 
and vice} "it __ . 
MOOT Mutt 1 the | 
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wu nay lay — ; 
| muſt be in deſpair, or in the flattering 
and miracuſous change, fot which, hows 
i grounds. But if our inquiry, ut the ſums 

_ time that it informs us of our natural 
 Exgellency, diſcovere to us all the in- 
00 lency, and departed from the true and 


attend 
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expectation, af ſame ſupernatural affiſtance 


ever, we could not hope on any rational 


ſtances, in which. we have loſt this; exgel» 


proper end. of our. being, it may be | 
ved. id renn hep n conſequence: 
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Fot, in the firſt place, ſuch a juſt-reprs- 
ſentation, of our true character will effeo- 
tually prevent 4 

rſe 


taking up too high an 
opinion of, ourſelves. Being convinced 

that there is need of reformation and 
amendment, wo ſhall be engaged to apply 
o it with diligence, and to per fevete in 


di, till che grear end be happily effected, 
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1;Beſides,. we) ſhall, in the. next place, 


take, our aim, for. the future courſe of 
eur lives, with. r Juſter ſeatiments, and 
1 4 4 ; 5 Y 5 : with 


probability 8 1 
. da ue Te who _ | 
ao only perceive" that they have dene 
5 . whit particu? 

e nu has been Aale and on x 


altted, will be my Abe (8 beic ch em 
fortehe future? This erpetience, though” 
8 Eee diſpirit 4 wife mant 5 yer . 

1 unble! Though” it do not 
| — his reſdlution, oo 4 
futurally tend to make his refolves were : 
pfrudent, and, therefore, more effectui: 
For inſtance, let us pon that a perſon 


io rebiews his paſt 'candu@ obſer ves the | 


Tae te Cc De*bis der rh com: 
and ef hinſelf, and im which he bis 
| |beon-borrayaiitito ſome bf the ſallies, be 

This review will not only convince him 

that he is ſuſceptible of this dangerous 
poaſſſon, but will at the ſatme time, teach 
him on what occaſions it has broken out; 


and inflame his paſſion; - and oy what 9 
e etna Wins 
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iter, of ungoverned anger. 4 


at circumſtances have tended: to raiſe | | 
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eee the ſame, or in like circum- 3 985 . 
es. If a petſon have before him a 


Eee all the times in which 1 IG 


his appetites and duſts havecpreyailed over oy - 
him; of the objects Which bave-excited ! 
them and of all the crimes Whichitheß 5 
have. led him to commit; hel will be bet- : 

er prepared to xeſtrain his deſires, and to 
_ bring; them into ſubjection. He vill ſe . 1 


more plainly the neceſſity of this b 
- pling; and will be engaged to apply . 


with a more prudent and TT 1 
tion. To be convinced of the neceſſiti - | | 
and Alventage of this practice, we: nete 
 only-obſerve! the progreſs. of virküg tand 
the progreſt of vice, in any mind, as abi: W ef RM 
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ing, if we conſider, firſt of all, a hung 
perſon who learns: betimes this neceſſarg 
art of governing himſelf; and hE, by 
the habits of e and moderation, 
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3 | nie paſſions u giſe and govern him, 
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101 of eth | 


by the” home” inquiry which has boon. 


: mded;' and by a diligent ob x 
tion of all the follies which dwell in our 


beats, and of all the evil actions which 


prevail in our lives. The beſt of men 

have been led to take a very diligent note 
of themſelves, and to keep a ee 
regiſter of all their miſtakes and mi 

| carriages. - The Pſalmiſt, ſenſible of ow 

importance, extent and difficulty of thiss | 
duty, prays that God would aſſiſt and in- 

_ Arad him in it: ſearch me O God, and 

Co know my heart; try me and know my 

thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked 

way in me, and lead me in the way ever 


: _ © laſting.” He knew the many ſources 


195 of ſelf-impoſition ; - how apt men are to 
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. pllat their vices, and to repreſent: r 
characters ina more favourable light than 
. they ought to do. He therefore makes it 
nis prayer to God, that he would try and 
examine him, or that he would give him 
that diſcernment and impartiality which 
EA: neceſſary to attain a juſt ſenſe of all 
nis tranſgteſſions. This ſenſe. of things 
35 | has ſometimes led the ſacred writers to uſe 
the very ſtrongeſt expreſſions which they 
could invent, in order to impreſs their 
own minds with a deeper ſenſe of their 
iniquities. Thus, to expreſs very ſtrong 
| habits, they have ſaid, we have gone 
aſtray from the womb; I was ſhapen in 
iniquity and in fin did my mothef con- 
cCeeive me; we are by nature the children 
of wrath, &c. Theſe expreſſions ſome in- 
ceeeautious interpreters, without thoroughly 
attending to the ſtate of mind which they 
were deſigned to deſeribe, have explained 
as referring to human nature in general, 
and as intimating the entire depravity, 
"FT | * * even of their Heture 
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9 9 ment of our virtue, little more need be 
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117 Annetts be, in de manner, Fe 
- condiibive tothe increaſe and 'eſtablithe = 


2 *. 


obſerved to give us a very high idea of its 

great and important conſequence. As, 
| however, our moral improvement depends 
very much on this impartial inquiry into 

the true ſtate of our .own minds, and on 
this aceurate knowledge of our. real cha- 
trtcter, ſo the ſatisfactions which attend 
on it will be provided for by the ſame 
practice. That virtue is natural to the 
mind is no leſs certain than that it is in- 
tended to produce inward peace and ſatis- 
fiction: but, how ſhall we enjoy this 
peace and ſatis faction, in any tolerable | 
manner, if we negle& to ſearch into our 


5 own hearts? They who are ſtrangers to 


themſol ves may be deceived either into a 
better or worſe opinion of their character 
and ſtate than they really deſerve. Though 
the fond opinion which ſome entertain of 


weit own worth may afford them ſome 


ſiutisfaction and joy, yet, if they know 
not diſtinctly on what it is founded, it 
| will. 1 attended with ſuch ſecret ſuſpi- 
| «% ͤ 


„ on un vergess 


glans 604 miſgivings as will greatly in- 
terrupt jts--courſe. If their confidence 
will not permit them, to queſtion and 


„ doubt, yet they are preparing for them- 


N ſelves a fad reverſe. 


7 85 they may be to it, they will, in the ive 


of things; be forced to take an exact ac- 

count, and will fee, to their utter con- 
| fuſlon; that however they imagined them- 
ſelves to bo ſomething, they were in 
reality nothing, and that all their virtues 
were counterfeit, Thus, as the ſatisfac- 
tion Which they take in their imaginary 


For, however avere 


good qualities has no juſt foundation, it 


will only imbitter their Hiſappolutment, 
ee utter confuſion, | wet | 


There may ba: endet wha on the 


other 1 
opinion of themſelves. 
| ſuſpicions. of their own fincerity, and 
certain fears about their. ſtate, which 4 

mote accurate knowledge of themſelves 
would remove. This is not, it may be 
thought, a very common caſe, nor likely 
to de attended with very W con- 
.  ſbquences, 5 


ee eee too mean an 
They may have 5 


W . 
4 ; L 
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agvonbes ! Sometimes, n per- 
ſons of a melancholy and fearful temper; 
| ,  Who' yet have lived in all good conſcience, 
" and whoſb conduct, in every relation] 
has been ſingularly good, have fällen into 
ſuoh an opinion of themſelves as hath 
{mbittered all their comforts, and made 

theilt very lives a burden to them. They 
have thought themſelves, what nb one = 
elſe could think them, the vileſt of fin- 
ners; and have gone mourning all cheit 


| days,” hen they have had the bighe 


teuſon for calm content, and joyful hope. 
This melancholy is the more unfortunate; _ 
becauſe it hath led others to imagine that 

teligion and virtue haves natural tendency 
to make thoſe unhappy who! are moſt de- 
voted to them. A thorough "ſearch into 


their own hearts would prevent all theſe 


they would have ſuch a perſuaſion of their 
flbcerity as would no longer ſuffer them 


diſagreeable and lutnentable effłcts. I 
they were acquainted with themſelves; 


to doubt of fear, Theit own confſeiences | 
would'dictite to them peace und ſutisſac- 
tion,” ad . give them that humble 

AOS9TTgr X33 confidence 
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confidence towards God which is attended 
with. Joy unſpeakable. - Then, as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks in the text, they would 
have their rejoicing in themſelves alone. 8 
Their chief happineſs would ariſe, not 
from external events, but from the fond | 


ments of their” own minds; and would 


depend, not on the opinion and actions 
of others, but on their own reflections. 
„ Great peace have they, ſoys David, 
ho love thy lav, and nothing ſhall offend 
5 „them. Bleſſed, then, are they who have | 
nan inyard-conſciouſneſs. of their own in- 
_ tegrity. But, if they be not perſuaded 
_ that this is their character, though they 
may not forfeit; their future reward, yet 
they will loſe the chief of the preſent 
5 advantages of virtue, which: God has ap- 
£ pointed for its ſupport and encourage- 
ment. This inward. apptobation, which 
is the conſequence of a: thorough. ſearch 
into ourſelves, is of the greater conſe- 
- quence, as it tends to eſtabliſh and per- 
feet the virtues, from which it proceeds. 
This: inward conſciouſneſs. of integrity 


and goodneſs 18 * bid i many | 


ms 


N or $BLP-XNOWLBDOR: nn 
tins perceptions, that thoſe who 
have once experienced them will be very 
Careful how they loſe: them, and will be 
very deſirous to make them perpetual. 
Knowing, by experience, that virtue and 
piety conſtitute their-happineſs; they fare 
perſuaded that the more they improta in 
theſe diſpoſitions, the greater will their 
enjoyment be. From this opinion ſup- 
ported by a perſuaſion of the divine good- 
nueſt, and the promiſes of the goſpeli they 
entertain thoſe enpectations of immor- 
tulity, which will effectually engage them 
to preſs forward contigually/>!thatithey 
may attain to the prize of W e 
5 12 God, in n Jeſus Chriſt. GS 


| Theſe. are. ſome of the happy: 23 "IR | 
quences of ſelf-knowledge, which ſhould . 
engage us to apply to the duty, with the 
_ utmoſt ſeriouſneſs and impartiality, and 
to make uſe of all the means and helps 
with which we are furniſhed, for the 

attainment of this knowledge. 


No longer“ then, let us continue | 


5 waste, to ourſelves. Let not the fight | 
"MM 74 


| i ene ods T_T 


quitjiv Let it be our reſdlution not to 


| vertepk-jany. thing which may tend to 


great purpoſe, and not to end dhe 


| Snquiry! till we have attained to ſome 


good ee f ais faction. May the 
Dleſſing of God attend and proſper our 
Joquiries. May: they be. the means of 
Correctin dur faulte sf ; raiding - us above 


„ imperſectione zo imptoving our 
: grew pc viewes ;>and-of:advancing us, 
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4 Hou GH the rules for. obtaining a8. | 
| knowledge: may, perhaps, haue been Uni:. 
veceſſarily multiplied, yet a — . os 
; Fecital and illuſtration of them may pr 
bly; be. highly, uſeful... But, firſt. Per. 
c it. may be conveni ent to make few — 
dene. en yo" po „ 


"his ſubſea, 4 a - the * to whic | FF 
2 e upon it have beet drawn - > 
Among all the Arange appearances EE. 
wich which the examination of the hu- =. 
man [heart preſents us, there is no one 
ore re ſurpriſing 1 than the pains which a 
men Oe to impoſe upon themſelves, and 
- to a appear better i in their own eyes than they 
_ really are. That they ſhould wiſh other 
people to Ain them more juſt, more 
olent, more. pious, than in truth 
they are, has nothing ſo wonderful in it. 
| his racine; ee eee 
ſſecure them ſome ſmall advantage. 
dart ſuppoſe them to have got the "ng 
5; | of that love to truth and fincerity which 
Sa mop in the"brekR 3 every 
Vie, and it Wil de natufuf for them to 
eee cher rect fentiments 7" tb put 
Bg Malk for che Ake of tiling 4 more 
. Iorely appearabee: to protlitute religion 
wiel, and to matte great pretenfions to 
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: | tute of true goodneſs, or that they poſſeſs - 


| Strange as this is, it is to bo feared iti; 
no uncbommon caſe. How many 3 


ſwrer any end to continue ſtrangers to 
themſeldes, or that it will be of any avail . 
to them, to overlook or extenuate theĩt 
own faults, and to endeavour to gain a 
perſuaſion that they are wot; wholly defti+ 


it in a higher degree than they really do, 
is the greateſt myſterylom the world: 


vrho goon, from day today in the eu- 
Joyment of God's mercies, without np 
concern to know whether their beb 
de ſuitable to their character and condr⸗ 
tion! Never, perhaps do they conve 
with their oy hearts, either from i a 
_  thoughtleſs indolence, from ai fobJiſh fuk 
pidity, or fron a/(general/Fapprahenſion  - 
chat all is not right with them. Pothbly | 
a, they are fearful left," if they enter intoç 
| il r examination; of-theirlown 


| W 175 ſhould make a diſa 6 
appeatauce in their own eyes, and diſcover 


many things wWhic 


would mortify and 
5 n 2 They — 
e | > Dy 1 will 


7 . 


will bse deek dad tbr 0 
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ws 


ve OR „ 13 . 
y know or ſuſpect that their 


„ Aire are in a bad ſituation. But What ; 
© Sith conſequence with traders? Poverty 
and ruin come upon them much ſooner 
amn. 
JJC apt 4015s 


et: {areclorhers, again, rho though 5 


5 : they do not vholly neglect the duties of 


ſelfeconverſe and ſelf- inſpection, yerapply 


_ wich a determined purpoſe, that 


— 


8 en EO ino ill of themſelves; | 
7 wears aſuſ. 
 _ picious appearance; they can turn from 
it tocſomething which! i more agretable; 
or hen it forces itſeli upon them, ' they 
will put a'fiviourable vbnſtruction n what = 
they ought to oondemug ound explain away 15 
- theiguilt of thoſe parts of their character 
Which they will not herlat ithea trouble to 


can overlook what evel 


t. % None) of ub, perhaps, are 


Wolty esempt Bom his- Giling- The 


who do not know thus much of 


” 2 eee that they are extremely prone - 
os. 1 thus: {account 5 


5 ted. We We ſhould (cog dee : 
SL grehonſire: that cur faults are more nu 
raus than we think them to be, that 1s 
me be miſtaken in thoſe. patticulste f in 

which we are mioſt inclined to juſtify Qur- 


7 ſelves, and that, where we put the great- ' 


elt confidence. in our own hearts, weiare | 
5 moſt ptone to deluſion. If this proceed- 

ing lead to any miſtake, it is, at leaſt; a 
leſs dangerous: one, and will, as we pro- 
ceed in the inquiry, prepare for that 
ſatisfaction in ourſelves, which will end 
in 9 geriet ee 5 e 075 WY 


5 | Abthis diſpoſition. to als <a 
| is ſo general, there muſt be ſome princi- 
ple as general, which leads to it, and 
will account for it. To what can we 
_ aſcribe it, but to that affection which, 
in ſo many other caſes, corrupts and 8 
5 biaſes the judgment? We love ourſelves - 
fo well, that we are unwilling to'believe 
we are culpable. _ Yet this very diſpoſi- 


tion confirms the evil, and has a tendency. . 
55 ane it inveterate. We mm ſo muen 
| | | ſelf⸗ 
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reflections. Whence is it that they are 
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WY nn that We cannot ear to 
make an ugly appearance in our own eyes. = 
We therefore turn them away, or are at 
great pains to perſuade ourſelves that the 
deformity is not very . Oy oe . 
it is no ſmall 1 


0 "DEM this en will e | 


BY 2 * 
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Co ſtrange that, perhaps, they will-ſcarcely 5 


elieve it to be fact. Let them, then, 
in any other way account for the fear 

e diſcover, and perhaps they 
emſelves among the reſt, of their own 


" ſo averſe to ſolitude, that they are ſo de- 
ſirous of a ſucceſſion: of pleaſures which 
may baniſh evefy ſerious thought, and 
that the exerciſes of devotion are ſo often 
omitted, or eh in ſo indifferent 
and ſuperficial a manner? Theſe, and 
many other ſuch ee ſhow that os 
dare not look into themſelves; that they 

afraid to know the truth, and would 


* _ rather to be ignorant of their own 
hearts, than to acquire a nee mw. 


 acourate, En? of them: hi $13; 
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two moſt remar able inſtances of the evils | 
bi ariſe! from 2 Want of ſelf. Know  _ 
ledge; HT he one is taken from the ſtory 5 
of Balaam. To him Balak, king f 
Moab, ſent to come and curſe Iſrael. 
With the requeſt of the firſt . meſſage | 
Bualaam very wiſely refuſed to comply: 
He had received from God an expreſs | 
| prohibition : : thou ſhalt not go witngkn 
ben: thou ſhalt not curſe them: for 
4. they are bleſſed. He therefore diſ- 
miſſed the e ee with this an 
. to their maſter; the Lord refuſes. [= | 
give me leave to 80 with you. But 
when a more honourable embaſſy Was 
ſent, with a larger preſent we may ſup- - 
poſe than before, and with a promiſe of 
every thing which he could defire, he 
began to heſitate : he did not immediately . 
_ diſmiſs them, as one would have thought 
he ought. to have done: but, though he e 
| peremptorily aſſured them, that no reward 
whatever ſhould prevail upon him to go . 
beyond the word of the Lord, yet he aps jm 
= ae deficous of * leave to re- 3 
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I . from other parts of the = 
1 ere bim te 80 _ them. When h he 


a W puniſh this deſire, 


0 his ref6ltion. of feving: Nees ogy but 


what God 'ſhould ſuggeſt” to him; but 
chen he ſtrove,” as the hiſtory informs us, 


and by ine antments, to ob⸗ 
e es cute he Py” Yet does | 
xc Lhd, Abd would bleſs them. 


; * He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, | 


/ hath” he ſeen perverſeneſs in 


AIltael. Surely there is no inehantnene 
* againſt” Jacob, there is no divination 


againſt Hraet. According to this time 


„it ſhalt be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, 
hat hath God wroughtl' We have 
here a man ſtrongly ſolicited to what he 

knew was ' contrary to bis duty, and 


6 inclined to it, but, at the ſame 
„under the inßuence of thoſe fears : 


which would: not allow him openly a 
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ſeek out for ſome method of doing this 


wickedneſs, in which he could dai 


himielf, and which he could reconcile to 
his conſcience,” Vet this was a perſon 8 


who had juſt notions of God and religion,; 


s appears from the forms of bleſſing ß 
which he makes uſe, once and again; and 


wih ſtill greater evidence, from Micah Tj = 


vi. 5. O my people remember now 
„hat Balak king of 'Moab-conſulted, 
and Balaam the ſon of Peor> anſwered 
e him, from Shittim unto Gilgal, that 


"- Oy: know. the 'rightevuſneſs of the © ts 


Lord; or that righteouſneſs which 
God will accept? # Wheretrith ſhall ! 
come before the Lord, and bow) myſelf 
; #-before the high God? Shall F come 
i before him with burnt-afferings, with _ 1 
I calves of a year old? Wall the Lord be 
i pleaſed with thouſands of rams, ot 
_© with ten thouſands: of rivers of oil? | 
ES... Shall I give my firſt born for my tranf- 
-« greſſion th fruit of my body for the 5 

4 fin of my ſoul? He hath: ſhowed Wow 7 
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requite of 7 WY 40 do 
10 juſtly, to love mercy, and to Walle 

CC 0 with thy God? Vet this 
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obtain a. diſpenſation; to d What 
d expteſely forbidden. SY Nay: de 


hi farther * for, when he could not 
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Ho _ obtainJeave: to curſe them in e 
a propoſed. to Balak an nt to draw 
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- 5 down ja, curſe upon them, by tempting 
5 Pos them to whoredom, and idolatry. „That 
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de was dhe author of this advice appears 
| © from Numbers xxxi. 16, . Behold theſe 


5 . women educated in idolatry,. cauſed the 


I. 1 Is children of Lirael, through the counſel 


1 5 4 « the Lord. in | the matter of Peor.” obs 
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EE 8 . 14 it is alſo written, 
| . Balaam taught Balak to caſt a „ 
ùEẽb 4 block before the children of Iſrael to 
d ent things facrificed to idols and to 
. . commit fornication. He would ſcru- 
„ "HOW: adhere to the letter of the divine 
RAE 3 he even v valued himſelf yoga 
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Do ne" the letter of the divine con 
. zement might be made for the 
. ickedieſs which he had committed, by 
future acts of penitence and obedience. 
But, Whatever he thought, or however 
be reconeiled himſelf to this action, his 
is a remarkable inſtance of the diſpoſition 


„ 
ent 
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LE 2 . nene to the Phe of . 
it. We find this man praying to God, 
A let me die the death of the righteous, : 
ay latter end be like his.“ He 
knew the happineſs which awaited the 
righteous} that his latter end was peace, 
und even appears to have had ſome notion 
ol a future ſtate. | 
be went on in his evil defign, at if it was 
bpofnible that they ſhould die the death, 
who did not live the life of the righteous. : 
fle thought, perhaps,” his character as 4 
1 i end would entitle him to the divine : 
. in(elF by 
chat he had not diredly tranſ- | 


et, with this in view, 


that he might — a 
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and; 


. | which there is in ſome to deceive! them - 5 
ſelves; even in thoſe who have juſt no- 
rh ibis of f God n who can yn 
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Vo og | 36; Bs 1 e | 9 vets 
he hiſtbry ef David furniſhes Ss 
J  acothier: inſtance which is ſtill more re- 
3 5 n that Which e have been 


 reviewings/ He is deſcribed. as the man 
7 after God's; oh heart; he had a deep 
pen bis mind; a great . 
ard bo ahr divise law; and maintai 


5 was done b l a e oem 
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is rim till, Nathan | 
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5 | | impoſible for us, with any dams: +06 


determine: perhaps, with the reparation, 
as it is called, which he made td Bath- 


ſheba, and the honour which he conſer- 


| pon, her, by taking her to be his 
wife. But whatever it was, it is these 
ſtrongeſt inſtance of a heart drawn aſids 
and encouraged in an evil ways by felf. 
deluſion, which the ſacred or any other i 
 Milibry) contains: That a man of hies 

piety ſhould commit ſuch an action is ver 
extraordinary; ; but that he ſhould conti- 
nus inſenſible of the guilt which he had 
contracted, for ſo long a time, would 
appear quite incredible, if it were not ſo 
very evident from the manner in Which 
che ſtory is related. It i is a plain warning 
to us that we cannot be too much upon 
our guard againſt that moſt dangerous 
ny which we 'continually carry about 
with us, and that the human heart, if it 
be not very cloſely watched, and carefully 
umfeld, will e it in yall 1 9 5 
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5 5 5 mo | David himſelf * Was: not properly ſenſible || ; 
T4 1 what he had done, yet God obſerved 
it, and would not overlook the diſhonour 


done to his authorſty, and the reflection 
to which religion itſelf would unhappily 
de expoſed. Though, therefore, David 
be 5 was a king, God ſent his pro 
| , Prove him, and ta declare his puniſhment. 
He himſelf ve nt 
ny crime had been committed. The 
ſtate of his mind, we may imagine, was 
ſuch that he would not have borne to 
bare been openly told of what he bad 
phet therefore was ob- 
to have recourſe to ſome other me- 
= thod. He came to the king as if to in- 
=. form "RY of a notorious act of es. 
5 = of which one of his ſubjects had been 


ail eme men aud be = 
inn city, the one rich and the other „ 
3 e The rich man had 

= /i auoy flocks and herds. But the x or 23 


man had nothing ſave one little ewe 


% 98 
„„ which he had bought and nou- 
. ; 
8 * riſhed: and it grew up together with WM 
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© hin bilden: it 44 en ; 
es. his own meat: it drank * 
e and lay in his boſom, and was 
ec unto him as a daughter. And there 
came a traveller unto the rich man; 
* and he ſpared to take of, his own flock, 


2 his own herd, to dreſs. for the 


«© wayfaring man, who was come unto 


e him, but took the poor man's lamb ; 
« and drefſed it for the man Who was 


% come: unto. him.” The mind of the 


ſenſe of his wickedneſs, ſo that he did 
not e chat this was a plain de 465 
which he was grains was immedi- 
ene ſtruck with this ſtory. Concluding | 
it to be a real fact, he expreſſed the 

| warmeſt indignation. at the conduct of the 
tich man, and immediately determined 
that he ſhould not only make a fourfold 
| reſtitution, but that he ſhould be put to 
death. To what a degree then may a 


King; though very nba hardened. to all 


man be blind to his own crimes, and a 5 


ſtranger to his real character! Is it not 
ee that David, the man after God's 
VVV» - 0 


on heart es. | . 
lent pikſrod;. full of the moſt exalted ſen. 


_ .- . timent&of piety, and abounding with the 


pPlaineſt and beſt rules for our moral con- 
duct, ſhould think that one who had 
robbed hie poor neighbour of a lamb was 


| worthy of death, whilſt he felt no remorſe 


for himſelf, who had injured one of his 


855 ſiervants, of his bed, corrupted the fidelity 


_ - and ſtained the innocence of his wife, 


| . and who then, to conceal his wickedneſs, = 
had 'baſely murdered him by the ſword of 


the children of Ammon, appointing him 

a poſt in battle Which he knew his valour 
would lead him to defend, and then or- 
ring him to be deſerted? What did he 


| - not deferve who had done theſe things, 


and ſo plainly ſhown that he had no pity? 
Vet he did not ſo much as ſuſpect it was 
2 parable, or that it was pointed at him, 
till the prophet added, thou art the 
man! The aggravatioh of his fault, as 
| repreſented in what follows, and the 
puniſhment of it are worthy of notice. 
% Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael; 1 
e thee . over Iſrael, and 1 
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hy s — 
| —_ maſter's e to N boſom} 
and gave thee the houſe of Iſrael and of 
Judah, and, if that had been too little, 
l would moreover have given unto thee 
4 ſuch and ſuch, things. Wherefore haſt 
4 thou deſpiſed the commandment of the 
Lord to do evil in his ſight? thou haſt | 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the word, 
'«« and haft taken his wife to be thy wife; 
« and haſt ſlain him with the ſword of 
40 the children of Ammon: now, there- 
fore, the ſword ſhall never depart from 
* thy houſe, | becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed 
me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite, to be thy wife. Thus ſaith 
the Lord, behold I will raiſe up evil 
e againſt thee out of thy own houſe, and 
I will take thy wives before thine eyes, 
and will give them unto thy neighbour; 
e and he ſhall lie with thy wives in the 
* fight of this ſun; for thou didſt it e 
_ © ſecretly, but I will do this ee before 2 
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„„ we de heed 3 in; conſider g 
. : vo inſtances than perhaps was ne- 5 
| . __ cellary; bor the review of t 8 


pred inſtructive to thoſe who will medi- 

„„ en them. 5 They: thay Fhat Prone | 
3 25 0 bad. bez 2 They way lead be 1 5 
to. reflect on the degree i in which it pre- 5 3 
ails in ourſelves. They may teach _ 


2 the danger, not only of incurring _ 
but of hardening ourſelves in it. Hence 
ne ariſes the very great importance of ſelf⸗ ; 
+ knowledge, which is our only ſecurity 
_  - _ againſt ſuch. ſort of impoſition. If ſuch 
inſtances were not before our eyes, we . 
Kuna, be unwilling to ſuppoſe that a 5 
"© could be ſelf· deceived · We 


. ould, not ſuppoſe that Alf⸗Enopledge 
was an acc viſition difficult to be attained; 
and ſhould be inclined to deem it no 
better than trifling to give any directions 
fr its attainment. But, when we conſi- 
/ der that partiality to ourſelves, which has 
deen obſerved; the unwillingneſs to be- 
5  lieve an ay thing; al of; ourſelves, even 
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"71 tion to. e e our een e 
FF vices, yea to explain them away, and to 
tepreſent every thing which relates ts 
daurſelves in the moſt favourable. light» ow OY 
we ſhall ſee that it is neceſſary to give : | 
very particular directions, and to receive 
- | - them with a porn g tt * 55 
5 rt the higheſt muy: Fe 555 „„ 


The eee to by e are i. , 
a theſe ; that we ſhould endeavour, firſt . 
of all, to bring ourſelves into a right 
frame for paſſing judgment upon our - 
= ſelves; that we ſhould examine every 
ZN ching which comes before us with the 
dloſeſt attention; that we ſhould. fro 
A quently apply ourſelves to the work; , 
| that we ſhould take care not to judge b ß 
Ye wrong rules; not to apply ſuch as are 
5 right in an improper manner; and that 
we be particularly obſervant of that part 
of | our character which is ſuſpicious ; ne 
| _ obſerving what others, particularly our. ll 
enemies, ſay of us. We ſhould alſo ob- | 3 
2 7855 if and 1 * * in us which we 
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for the knowledge of ourſelves; and affift - 
us in the inquiry. For, it is obvious 
that there are ſome diſpoſitions which 
utterly unfit us for the inquiry, and others 
- Which will be ſute to lead us into error, 


de confirm us in it,” 1TH 4 9 e MS 5 
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Bs — we are inca- 
+ _  pable of purſuing any branch of know- 
ledge to advantage, and more eſpecially | 4 1 
5 tis branch, which is more eee „ 
and difficult than any other. When our 
SI we are _ 
Anfit to converſe with our fellow-crea- | | 15 1 
Hep tures, or with ourſelves. The caſe" is : 
_ the ſame when any lower inclination h 1 
= =  _ an; habitual aſcendency over us. For, =_ 
=: though it-may not ſhow its power at all 
. e- eee will always have an undue 
= influence; will draw every thing over to | 
= -- . rea will prevent any ſentence from 
= * being paſſed againſt itſelf, or, if it ſhould, + 
1 Will put in its plea of arreſt of judgment, 
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=” our breaſts, it is in vain to apply to the Fu 
= | knowledge of ourſelyes, till the tyrant be 
1 5 dethroned. For he will prevent all acceſs IM 
d chat part which ſhould. be moſt parti- 
1 cularly examined. Thus, inſtead of lay- | 
| 1 55 | up * every. weight, and the fin which 2 
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cCipal advantages of it, we ſhall give a 
| particular indulgence! to ſin, and contri- 
bute to the nes of that principle 


from which it p As long, then; 
a8 we are bude dhe ens. of any 


inordinate inclination, whether it ſhow 
itſelf, as is the caſe with thoſe who have 


2 ſtrong propenſity to anger and e 


or has a conſtant habitual in 
pride, covetouſneſs, and the like, den 
rere we unqualified to paſs a true judgment 
upon ee or to make any nn 
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 There/are eee hich lead 
us into error, and confirm us in it;whiel - 
"oc a ſtill more dangerous tendency. In 
this claſs, the principal is an unwilling- 


neſs to believe any thing ill of ourſelves. 


How common this fond partiality/and 
— to ſelf is cannot but be evi- 
dent to all who know any thing of human 
nature. That it muſt warp the judgment, 
and _ us to think better of ourſelves 
e „ b than 
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„ be fconceled or denied 3 and how induſ- 
de tbenince\40, repraſint; and bt 
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; 5 - 1 5 | greater: will be.the/ influence. hn, foi 
7 1 w | _ For rent 
10 . 0 : noth 3 > dots = Ret Be he dies 
SE | bs, the more liable is the j gment to be 
5 1 ; drawn afide by it. With this is connected 
5 aber „„ ene vin 
| „ 7. It is, in Aa great mea- 
[ys fs - I Ws eye ot the mind. as. it ĩs 
5 with the bodily. eye. Odjects preſent 
| | themſelves to the one as well as to the | 
RR ndently on 
du choice which is made; but then it is 
„ ower to uſe our ches: er ta cloſe 
5 „ V! HE ö them, 
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x; ee e with the greateſt diligenceg 
and wich the cloſeſt attention. We ſhould 

not ſuffer any of our actions to paſs un- ö 
noticed, and wWhen they come in review 
before us, we ought not to diſmiſs them 
Wo _ a flight, haſty examination, but to. 
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or to turn them to ſomething elſe. N 
if we do this in examining our own hearts 
we — neceſſarily run into great miſs 5 


imagining the good to be more | 
£ — ny and the evil much 5 
1 4 temper er ur mind. 1% * 


bob we ſtand affected to the ſubjectse 
which we are to examine, and how far | 
we ate under the influence of thoſe diſs 
tions which will keep us in ignorance, - 
aud of thoſe which will lead us into error. | „ 
Hence the wiſe man obſerves,” Prov. xi. 
"> There is a way which ſeemeth "i 
right unto a man, but the end thereof | 
dee e e ee ee e ee 
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ny how far they proceed 
We 


l dhe very attentively, MY | 


ſerve well what is their nature and ten- | zh 


dency, and what are the principles from 
which they proceed. If they be good, 


£2 


| chic ay | our to o Kab what ſhare r 
dae have in keeping us from 

commiſſion of what is evil, and engaging 
us to the practi en e compte 
rr how far we h 


as ſuch; a 2 203 he lineſs: for its own. 


and a deſire to reſemble God, 
beſt and moſt amiable of beings. It _ 


be neceſſary, likewiſe, to examine the 


principle or motive of thoſe actions which 
are evil. If theſe. Principles or motives 
be vicious, they will give us a proper 


b of our meanneſs. They will ſhow 


us the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin; the | 


baſeneſs and ingratitude of our conduct; 
- the nature of thoſe: engagements. ty 
which we break, 2 45 =o: Innes 
"ah: we Viola. I 


% 


me 


e aecctiury that we mot only examine 
_ every. particular action, but that we con- 
ſider what is the general tenour of our 


15 8 what duties we moſt frequently 


neglect, or perform in a careleſs indif- 
ferent manner; and to what ſins we are 
| : inclined: In this review, we ſhould 


| paniculietyroblerraict/ofaths: ier 
in which we have attended on the offices 


v. whether in publie or in private. 
Nothing i is more effectual than ſuch ob- 


"2s 


off 


ſervations to diſcover: the true ſtate of the 


ſoul. If the mind be rightly diſpoſed 
towards the Supreme Being, it is a certain 


proof that there is a real principle of 
. in the heart. On the other 
band, the neglect of God, an indifference 
about the expreſſions of veneration and 
love Which he requires, and eſpecially a 
diſlike to them, is a ſtrong preſumption 
of an entire depravity. One ought to be 

very cautious, it is true, how one ſpeaks | 
on ſuch a ſubject as this. We ſhould 
not unneceſſarily create fear and uncafineſs | 
in the humble and pious. - There may 
uy a true reliſh for devotion, and a ſecret, . 
DS ce tt | 2 2 Wo, _ _ 
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action in the exerciſe o i 
without =z thoſe Sour which ſome 10 


cheriſhed by pious meditation, and con- 
verſe with God in prayer, where the 8 
effects may yet be ſcarcely diſcernible; 


though. if we look back to what we have 
bern, we ſhall find that we are on the 
whole improved. It is thus, and thus 
nation, that 


we : can determine what-the 
tions is, and what principle mo 
nen us. If then we would attain to 
nowledge of ourſelves, this is 
rule 1 muſt be conſtan 
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25 e enemies ſay of them, or wade they : 
would fay, if they were fully acquainted 
with them. Let us ſuppoſe 2 perſon 
mould ſet himſelf to blacken our charac. 
ter, one who knew us perfectly, who was 
| .. witneſs to all our actions, and knew what . 
4 paſſed within us. Let us conſider on what 
part of our character he would fix, as 
the moſt exceptionable; where he would *'' 
have the greateſt room for invective and —=—_ 
q {es in what duties he would find us e 
moſt defective, and what actions he would 8 
mark, as moſt worthy of blame. Every 
perſon, if he will deal honeſtly, may 
ceaſily anſwrer theſe queſtions; and the true 
anſwer will greatly forward him in the 
|  byfineſs which has been recommended 
A perſon who ſhould ſet himfelf to ſuch 
ae, employment, to Auer. and expoſe 
what was amiſo, We ſhould - naturally | 
_ reckon our enemy; "hits i we make uſe 
of his malice to be more upon our guard 
againſt what gave him ſuch ſcope for his 
ſatire, his ill nature will be more bene- 1 
facial to us than any act of friendſhip. If 8 TR 
. 9 not an enemy Te in 1 
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- Gd manner, or qualified to oP tits © cen” == 
5 4 __ ſures upon us, it will” be the. trueſt in- Ez : 
1 ſtance of ſelf· love to take this office into 1 

-- __ _  - our own hands, and to criticize dur own 


"I 


Actions, with the greateſt exactneſs and 
= | ſererity. But if we ſhould make ſuch an 
5 5 uſe of what is deſigned as an injury, "a 
ITS _ thoſe who wiſh us ill, much more ſhouldd | 
wie value What is meant for an act f __ 
5 bend by thoſe who have the ſincereſt 15 
tbtregard for us, and be Lee cd anal 
dio improve = Minn raged of 
faithful frien 91 We man bah 
3 Pen xv. 3. He who re- 
1 gardeth reproof i is 9 ;” he is likely 
1 = to advance in wiſdom, in that which 
5 moſt truly deſerves the name of wiſdom, ny 
„ > as Ree of himſelf. Our friends, I N 
i is trueß may be miſtaken; and my KY 
 _ think'we deſerve reproof where we do 
J But this is not often the caſe. It 
sꝛ an office ſo diſagreeable, an office in 
1 1 > which fo few are qualified to acq uit them- 
1 ſelves well, that none, one ſhould think, 
3 5 would chooſe to undertake it without 
To necefiey.” If, then, x 1 — ſuch: friends, | 
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; Let us: 1 highly prize them 3 encourage them „ 
to deal faithfully with us; take care that 


we give as little occaſion as may be for 
ee ; and when we do, make it our 
concern to profit by the inſtructions which 
. we receive. Let us not too cafily perſuade , 


1 \ ourſelves that where a reproof is given it 5 


is without reaſon . For certainly ſome- 


den ſuſpicious muſt be fixed upon 2 5 
15 4 _ ground of reproof. But, in no- inſtance, 


have we a ſtronger temptation to impoſe 
- upon ourſelves, than in this. For if we 
cannot clear ourſelves, we muſt own that 
we were to blame, and make a ſubmiſſion 
more difficult than any other. To avoid 
dchis mortification, we are greatly inclined 
to juſtify ourſelves, and to uſe all the art 
of which we are poſſeſſed, to make it 
appear to our own minds that we have 


been miſrepreſented.” But if we make 1 
right uſe of the ill offices of our enemies, 


and of the good offices of our friends, we 
call greatly improve our ſelf-acquaint- 1 


ance, and be led to a particular obſerva- 
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1 to fall into another from which we 
- thought ourſelves perfectly ſecure. This is 

true, indeed, with regard to the be 

events of life, but it is likewiſe why war 

direction of our conduct. Every 

one, Who takes any notice OO 

When 

8 is us, we 

| ſhould: be particularly obſervant of 04 

| eſpecially when we do that which we 

thought we could not have any te temptation | 


. 


to do, or could not be prevailed on, 

any argument, to commit, on account f 
the great heidouſneſs of it, or our o.] ' “l 
natural averſion to it. There are, in the 


\ 
- 
* 


ve are > never ſecure.” 
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9 | of any one command, in the known neg- 
5 5 lect of any duty, in the commiſſion of any 
tum, is as much a ſinnei od as he 
8 : - who breaks all the commands. For this 
TH 5 truth f is given, in the eleventh verſe, this 
very weighty and important reaſor 12 oft or - 

c he who ſaid, do not commit adultery, 

5 ſaid alſo, do not kill. Now, if thou 
commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, 
en an. Seer berge dee. weh of the 


5 ble with the ſame 
| | ito abs low, _ e us e 
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| | W there is ſuch a con ion between 


* 


23 15 but ſome — keeps thee from | 


There is, too, a ben for the 


certainly, and infallibly, brings on the 
neglect of a great many duties, and the. 
ce careleſs performance of others. Oppreſſion, 
too, is injuſtice itſelf in its worſt form, 1 
and almoſt obliges the poor to have re- 

courſe to fraud, that they may be ſecure 


enormous, as robbery and murder; and, 


gdagnainſt the power of the oppreſſive; nay, 
perhaps, by bringing them to beggary, 


tit may lead them to every fin with which 
that ſtate is too often attended. So ſel- 


þ dom does. it happen that failings and vices 
| ſtand ſingle and alone in a character. 


1 | Generally does every failing and vice mi- 
__  Niſter,occalion to many others. As this 
cC connection actually ſubſiſts, ſo we cannot 


be too obſ 


vant in every ſingle act which 


is in the leaſt blameable. For, perhaps, 8 
de want of Fon notice even of a * 
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4 act 
* 8 ” ” 
% y * n I2 2 * 4 8 
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1 ons 40 and another, that he who i is guilty 
of one, frequently and habitually, - will. 
. certainly run into many others. This is 
more eminently true of ſome ſins than of : 

. others; Thus drunkenneſs,” with which 

A a great many other vices are almoſt always 
 ** connected, frequently leads to the moſt 
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it may lead to ſelf. iguorance in ww; 


-  - -, other material inſtances. Nay, our negli- 
: gent 'obſervance of ourſelves may bring us 
to commit actions of which, perh: 
mig fondly i imagine there was no dan- 
ger that we ſhould be guilty. But a 
careful attention to our diſpoſitions will 
1 turally inſpire us Sarg ee, ee 
a teach” us not to depen 


vho' is once obſervant of 
_ himſelf; what a vaſt deal of evil he will 
find in himſelf, which he would leaſt of 
all have expected to have found, and with 
which, if an enemy had charged him, he 
would have. en the SR as an 
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. they: enjoy and uſe them without any ſort | 


of prejudice: to us, perhaps. to our; benefit. 5 8 | 


None can conſider this temper, without a 

ſectet abhorrence. It is the temper. of 
devils; a temper from which every human 
breaſt ought to be free; a temper Which 
makes a devil of the character poſſeſſed of 


it. Vet, let us not conclude too haſtily | 


Hon that we have nothing of this in ourſelves. = | 


Let us carefully obſerve how we are af 


fected when we ſee thoſe of our on rank 
in a more conſpicucus ſtation than our- 


5 ſelves, or enjoying any thing which we 
carmnot reach, and when we hear them 


commended, by thoſe who are undoubted 5 
jiucdges of what is excellent, for their 


underſtanding, their conduct, or their 
* r Have we no ſecret! uncaſineſs at | 
ſuch ſeaſons? have we no inclination. to 
5 5 depreciate, or to fix on ſome blemiſh in 

them which will, leflen the regard ex 

_ preſſed: for them? To. deſire to be like 
them is commendable ; but to deſire that 


EL they. ' ſhould. come down to our level, 


diſcovers a ne, e 595 of . 
e #13 e 


Since | 


- acknowledge / before God that it is the 
moſt difficult thing in the world for a 


— . ͤ— nn OOO OOO — 
« - 


: : 22 - Sings Shiny! is no ee more « tet | 
Able chan envy, no one of which we are 
Wa more defirous to acquit ourſelves, if we | 5 
mould prove miſtaken i in ſuppoſing that 
it has no ſhare in us, we ſhall be very 


autious how we: think ourſelves exempt 


5 from any other infirmĩty, or evil diſpoſi- : 


tion. When we perceive its ſecret-work- _ 


inge, we ſhall be diſpoſed humbly; to 


. 


man to underſtand his ALAS or to know 


| 8 how of nnen „ 


4. 4 


1. WI we e . anda e 98 as 


ce of ſelf-deceit, ſome it 


another in 


1 apparent are extremely prone to this. 
They will fly into paſſions on the leaſt # 
dbdecaſions, and will ſay and do what they 
| | have reaſon to repent of as long as they 
Hire. Others appear to have a greater 
8 command of themſelves; can reſtrain 


their fury under circumſtances of the 


2 2 provocation, and abſtain from any 


indecent or improper expreſſions of re- 


8 ſentment, Ather 3 in their words or their 
. ee yr nn actions. 


30 greater freedom. The apoſtle exhe 
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5 "wn But theſe latter, Sep will 
prove to be:ſelf-deceived, if they conclude 
hence that they have the entire govern- 
ment of their own ſpirits. Their pru- 
dceyee prevents their owing their reſent- 
; ” ment, but, notwithſtanding, git may work oy 
within, and be attended, perhaps, with'as 
much rancour and bitterneſs, though” it 
has not the ſame ill effects on others, a 
theirs has Who expreſs themſelves with 


Eph. iv. 26, 27. © Be ye angry and fin 
- *mnot 3; let not the ſun go down upon 
* your wrath, neither give place to the 
devil: whatever - circumſtances maß 


1 juſtify our anger, none will juſtify violent 
paſſion, and long reſentment. When we 


are full of them, we are in great danger 
of running into ſin. Anger has the ſame 
effects in private families which the worſt 
of vices have in ſociety in general. It 
breaks in upon the harmony of families, 8 
and deſtroys the good effects which na 


* 2 3 


ally flow from a family relation. If, 


then, this likewiſe be an evil from which 
none ol us are © free, we ſhould be 
W 5 | greatly 


proneneſs even to ſuch. fins a as 
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5 mitting diligence. A few. _— thoughts, 
which may oocnſionally r. 
ate preſently diſmiſſed, will not 58 W. 


5 cient tb conduct us through all the laby- 
WD rinths of the human heart. : There are 


few. or none who do not, at times, at 
5 leaſt,” look into their own hearts. Certain 


reflections on their, own conduct, however 


0 unwelcome they may be, will offer them. 
© ho ſelves to the minds of all; but, uſually, 
- | they are preſently diſmiſſed, and obliged 


3 to give way to mote agreeable impreſſions. 
But, if we would know ourſelves to any 
_ good purpoſe, we muſt not wait till ſuch 


thoughts force themſelves upon our 


mind: we ſhould often apply N 
dd the ſubject, and endeavour to 
that ſituation which will give us e 
leareſt and moſt diſtinct view of our own 
characters. We ought not to ſuffer too 
long an interru ption: we ſhould examine 
ourſelves again whilſt every thing which 
bas paſſed, ſince the laſt ſcrutiny, is freſn 
18 our memories. Thus ſhall we come, 
- . to inen knowledge of our- 
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WEST _ queſtions, will 'be.of admirable. 


; 5 5 . improve our acquaintance with e, 
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3 3 3 and foe. where ouf 3 may | .. 
EC, be moſt ſueceſß fully applied, for the im- | b 

| N ent and perfection of our characters. 3 "be 
Ikone might deſcend to ſo minute a jrec · 2 85 
. <> 4 Sen. ie might e that . 1 
5 iagar fhouldicmploy. our thoughts ſome | 
CT eaſt, ou every day. Met not 
8 your eyes, ſays ones till u 25 
Ib = „ : have reviewed all the actions of the 
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ans 
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* Cs 5 i EY 15 dn this review, how natural will it 


Wo: = 1 "I . Has this: en e ior. i pan MA 
E a falthfak anſwer to theſe, and other uch 
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EE: u a ee 


5 5 It will be painful, . 
ET -. - ele in this manner, to view all — E 
1 5 _ faults which | he has: icomitnitted;- and to 


Poſſeſs his heart. But if he deal thus 


. become better, - 2 
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take rn gh aſy 


\ re in t E: he employment; 
that, as he im Apres 1 in v4 8 1 


bours 10 be rope will be the e . We 
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J 115 40 G ne lch your + Un heart on 
e your bed, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and 16 
i ſtill. Now i it is obvious" that the 
progreſs in the knowledge of ourſelves 
which this practiee will occaſton, by cor- 
recting what is amiſs,” and itaproving and 
uengtheniag every ' virtue; will lay the 
hbeſt foundation for tranquillity and peace. 
Thus ſhall we commit oürſelves to leep 
with a humble confidence in the 1 
tion and favour” of the Almighty, and 
_ with; minds quite diſcharged of thoſe 
cares and fears which diſturb the flumbers 
ef the guilty ſoul. By theſe means, when 
we awake in the morning, our firſt 
dhoughts will probably be of the ſame 
ſerious turn, and we ſhall enter on the 
em ployments of the day with a eloſe at- 
tention to our remaining imperfections, 
and with a deſire to fortify ourſelves 
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